ATTENDIX B TO INCLOSURE 1

SUDJECT: . FfER ..CTICN REFORT = Battle of fn Tinh

1. (U) OUER.TICW: IERSHING I
2. (U) FEKIOD COVERED: @R~ Janusry 1968

3, (U) LOC.TICN: ..N TISH (H), MY TH.NG (V), THU MY (D), RINH DIMH (F),
REFUBLIC OF VIETHLM (B 997831)

L, (V) COMND HEaD :UArTERS: 15T 5.TT«LICK {MECH) 5OTH INFLNTRY, 2D
BRIG:DE, 15T ~Ih C.VAIKY DIVISICN

5, (U) LE:UGATING OFFICER: CuFT.IN JUHN -~ TOPFER
6, {C) TASK ORGuNIZATION:
'1 B Co 1/50 Infantry
b, D Co 1/50 Infantry .
¢. L Co 1/5 Cavalry
d, € Co 1/5 Cavalry
e. B Co 2/5 Covalry
7. (C) SUFRCRTING FULCES
a. C Treop 1/9 Cav (GS)
b, 2/20 arty (i) (GS)
e. E Btry 7/13 arty (105) (I8)
d. B Btry 7/15 arty (8") (GS)
e, 2d Brigade Aviation Fletoon (GS)
f. D Co 227th Aviation Dattalion (GS)
g. Tth iir Foree (TaCAIR) (GS)
h, 15th Med Bn (GS)
i, 3 Cc 8th Engr En (GS)
j. MTF-i (105) (Gs)
k., National Police Field Forees (GS)

1. BNaval Swift Doats (GS)




Villagers to the west of .an Tinh reported that on 1 January an
NV Dattalicn was seen movin: to the east and north, The battalionls
mission wos reportedly to irepore for the Winter/Spring offensive,
Specific missicn was believed to be to attack fire bases a2long high-
wiy £1 ond also to otiack LE/FF outposts,

g, (C) INTELLIGENCE

9. (C) MISSION: Find and destroy the enemy battalien.

10, {(C) CCICErT CF CIERaTIONS: D 1/50 is to conduct Cordon & Search of
i Lae (1) and (2). B 1/50 is to conduct Search & Clear cperations
in the Scuthern Cay Gier mountains,

11. (C) EXICUTICH:

a. D 1/50 at 1032 hours on 2 January while meving inte 4An Lac (1),
received a heavy volume of small ams and antomotic weapons fire
from thot homlet and the homlet immedictely berdering it on the
ncrth (in Tinh), It became agparent D Company was in- sontect with
a major force. at 1051 hours it was decided to commit B 1/50 which
wes working abuut ©,000 meters i of the centact area, D Cempany
continued in centact. iR ships were ezlled in and received extrem-—
1y heavy welumes of fire, 4t 7203 hours, D Cemreny succeeded in
breaking coentact and artillery ceased. The locel rorulace was
then given 30 minutes to clear the contaet area, at 1237 hours 13
1/5 Cav was zir-assaulted into the contact ares to the south.
Liotionel Folice Field Forces were breught into the area to screen
and control the civilisns, .t 1302 hours D 1/50 and E 1/5 began
meving into the cuntact area supported by tube artillery, R and
¢ 1/9 Cov gun ships., 4t 1410 hours C 1/5 wes air assaulted inte
the area of coentiet on the west., at 1430 hours 3 1/50 closed the
contact aren from the nerth. The encmy wrs then surrounded and
a1l elements began closing in, Tac air wes celled in and tube
artillery continucd pounding the arsa. The attacx was met with
fierce resistance and the Task Ferce was unabtle to sweep the entire
contact area. at 1537 hours B 1/50 captured a PU who revealed two
ccmpanies of the 97th Dn, 2d VO Iiegt, 24 NVa Div end one rear
services Cc of the 2d Regt were trappod in the hamlet. A4t night fall
. all units pulled back and established blocking and ambush pousitions
¢n routes of enemy egress, .t 1657 hours D 2/5 Cov was air
assaultad in to further bolster the corden, CEporadic contact was
mede with small greups of NVa throughout the night, trying te exfil-
trote the cuntact arez, ' '

b, ©On 3 Januzry © 1/5 fcllowed R 1/50 attacking from the north, D 1/50
attacked from the east and B 1/5 stbcked from the south, B 2/5 remainec
in positicn as reserve, 411 units net with sporacic, 1ightt te heavy ccntact
throughout the morning, Air strikes and artillery continued, Dy 1300
hours the last pocket of resistznce had been elininated, lolice of the
battle area then begen end B 2/5 returned to parental control. Though
the Lattle had ended, B 1/50 and C 1/5 remained in the contact area
through 4 Jenuary digging through the demclished bunkers and fortified
rositions recovering enemy bodiecs and weapons. Total body count for

the operaticn was 103 with 28 weapens captured. US losses were six
killed and 28 wounded.
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42, (C) LEICGRTING UFFICR's .NuIY¥SIS: The battle of an Tinh is significant
in that it was jrecceded by an agent intelligence report, the first of many
such reports that proved to be accurate resulting in highly successful
operctions cgoinst the enemy in this orea &f operations. Also of significence
wos the hizhly effoctive use of Civil offzirs in this cction, The battle
teck place in o heovily jopuloted cren,  The Task Foree Commonder, cognizant
of the impertonce of Gevelutionory Development quickly reclized the progrom
ceuld easily be jecpardized were action to the controry not taken. Conse-
guently he pulled back all clements as scon &8 feasibly possible in order
to evecwnte the arca of civilions, This was accomplished with a minimum
exrenditure of timc and under the circumstarces, little confusicn, 4s a
result miny imnuceht lives were spared, sncther significant aspect of the
action wos the reeligzaticn that the cnemy was entrenched in well-fertified
vositicns. fith this in mind the decisicn was reached to bring in rcinfereing
greund troops te encircle the area and then moke maximum use of tube and acrizl
rocket artillery as well as tactical air. This: proved to be most effective nnd
I'm sure extremely demcralizing to the enemy troops. . This is borne cut by
the degree of extreme shock three pris.uners were in vhen crpturcd, Without
this tremendous supporting firepower I'm sure friendly casualties would heve
beon greatly increased. This highly successful victery wis realized boctuse
of the extromcly professionsl and competent support offered by cll elements
invelved. Should one of these elements been misging the oper~tion would
not hove been as successful ond not necrly su cemplete,
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' JUREN JL TUETER _
Coptain, Infantry : .,
Reporting Officer
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