DEPARTMENT OF THE AREY
HEATRQULRTERS
15T BATTALICN (HMRCHANIZED), 50TH INFANTRY
179D ATRBORKE BRIGADE
APC San Francisco 96250

25 September 1968

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report

~ Commanding General
1733 Abn Hde

ATTN: S3/MED

APO 96250

In accordance with Brigade Regulation Number 335-8, the following report
is submitted, '

1. Geperal: This report covers the lst Bn (M), 50th Inf operations within
AfO COCHISE GREEN from 5 April to 17 August 68, :

2. Name of Operatiop: COCHISE GREEN.

3. Iype of Operation: Search and Destroy.
b, Date of Operation: 5 April to 17 August 68.

s, Locationt Bong Son Plains, Vinh Than Mountains, Central Coastal Flains
and Highlands, Binh Dinh Province, AN, _

6. Cont Hea ergt. 1st Bn (M), 50th Inf, 173d Abn Ble.
e Reporting Officer: John B Carter LIC, INF, Commanding.
8. 1Task anizations
as 4 Co 1/50
b, B Co 1/%0
ce C Co 1/50
d. sgaut Plat 1/50
8. TIF Control:
(1) HaC 1/50
(é) SVC Co 1/50



9. Supporting Forces:
a. 7/13 Arty p
b. 7/15 Arty
o 1/69 Armor
d.  4/60 Arty
e. bHlst Avn Co

f. 173d Engr
ge FaC Dot, 173d Abn Bde (21st TaSS)

.

h, 504 MP Det

i, 1734 EOD

Js TAC Alr Support: Tactical air was used during all major contacts
in close suppert of ground elements., TAC Air responded satisfactory
. on immediates. Reaction time ranged from 20-45 minutes before
aircraft were on station, Preplanned airstrikes were used on hard
targets acquired through intelligence sources, Normally all pre-
planned airstrikes whether for IZ preps or on hard targets went in
as scheduled unless it had to be directed to another part of the
AQ due to a change in tactical situation.

10. Intelligence: Enemy units operating in our area of operations during
the pericd 5 April 68 to 17 August 68, were comprised of approximately 90%
NVN and 10% SVN. There were 2 main units in which we made the most frequent
contacts. They were the 22d NVA and 2d VC Regiments, However, the Bn did
have 2 few small contacts with elements of the XC 11 Guerilla Bn and the 9th

Bn, 18th Regiment. These enemy units ware not at full strength. They were
however believed to be combat ready. It was believed that the 22d NVA Regiment

and the 24 VC Regiment were capable of sustained combat for approximately
3=4 hours before resupply was necessary., During April 68, our intelligence
: indicated that these units were performing resupply and training missions. The
prime reason for these 2 missions was for the upcoming May general offensive,
&, The order of battle for the above mentioned units are as follows:
(1) 22d Regiment:
(a) 7th Battalion = CU Nguyen Van Luven Sr CPI.
1. Estimated Strength: 125
2. Location: Nui Goo Cahi (BRB774)

(b) 8th Battalion - CO Xuong Sr CET.



(2)

(3)

(¥

1. Estimated Strength: 232
2. Location: HNui Goo Trat (533?32)
(c) 9th Battalion - CO Xung Sr CPT.

1, Estimated Strength: 240

2+ Location: ER8372

24 Regiment:

() 93d Battalion -~ CO Nhon (Probably Sr CFT)

1, FEstimated Strength: 215
2. Location: 506 Valley Arvea (BRB674)
(b) 95th Bettelion - CU Van, MiJ
i Eé‘timated Strength: 200
2. Locztion: Southern Nui Mieu (BR9874)
(e) 97th Battalion - CO Vinh, CPT
1. Estimated Strength: 140
2. Location: Southwest of 506 Valley (ERBA473)
18th Regiment:
(a) 7th Battalion .. CO Tueng, CPT
1., Estimated Strength: 200
2, Location: ER988539
(b) 8th Battalion - 00 V6 Van Quy
l. Estimated Strengﬁh: 175
2. Loeation: BROA3525

(¢} 9th Battalion - CO Wung, Sr CPT -

l. Estimated Strength: 200 y

2« Location: BER740630
XC 11 MF Battalion - CO unk - Locations BRSU7955
(a) 1/XC 11 - CO unknown
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f.

1. Estimated Strength: Unknown
2+ Location: BRO16042
(b) 2/XC 11 - CO unknown
1., Estimated Strength: Unknown.
_ 2. location: BR833948
(¢} 3/%C 11 - CO unknown
L. Estimated Strength: Unknown
2. Location: BER789973
Enemy Situation: The 22d NVA and the 2d VC Regiment had generally p
the same missions. They were to harass and overrun military instal-
lations. They were to take Phu My (D) Hq and liberate the surround-

ing area. The XC 11 Guerrilla Bn's mission was harrassment of QL 1,
and assassination of GWN officisls. The 18th NVA Regiment's mission

“was to liberate the Quin Fhon area, After the three major contacts

in May, intelligence indicated that tho enemy sustained heavy casuala
ties, and his medical supplies were badly exhausted. This caused
him to place heavy emphasis on obtaining medical supplies. Working
on this intelligence, the 1/50 concentrated on searching all hamlets
and vehicles in our area., Modical supplies captured were enroute to
supply a Regiment, Personnel shortages was another problem for these

Regiments,

“lerrain Analysis: Land form consists of heavily vegetated meuntains

and glopes. The valleys consist of rice fields and medium hard ground
with some vegetation, Mechani,ed operations in the valleys were
possible with little diffieulty. Operations in the high ground could
only be conducted on foot,

Counterintelligence: 172d and 525th MI proved to be our greatest
sources of information, :

(1)} Generelly locate enemy units.
(2) Obtain their operativnal plans,
(3) Receive up to date Order of Rattle and logistics of enemy units,

Ammunition: The enemy employed S/A, A/W, 57mm Recoilless, RPG 2 and
RPR 7 rockets, 60mm and 82mm mortars.,

Explosives: The use of plastic explosives in their anti-personnel

e.nd;' antietank mines was used frequently; however, in some isolated
cases black powder was used, Another type mine employed was unexploded
artillery and mortar rounds. :



g+ Clothing: NVA units generally wore khaki or green fatigues, VC
units wore basically black pajamas with the pant legs rolled up to
form makeshift shorts.

hs Food: In April, 1/50 captuted enemy rice eachcs totalling over 50

: tons was uncovereds During April amnd after the May battles, the
mission of most VC/HVA units vas to gather rice from the loeal
population in order to foed their units, :

ie Modical: The 600th NVA Field Hospital took care of most casualtios
for the sbove mentioned units. Due to a lack of proper medical
- supplies, medical facilities and sterilised equipment, it is believ- -
~ed that many patients died of gangerene, or other complications due
to wounds,. :

1. Hiséio;;: To cloée with the enemy by meané of fire and maneuver in order
to destroy or capbure him or repel his assault by fire, close combat and .
countor attack within assigned A/O during operation COCHISE GREEN, »

12, Concept of Operation: The lst Ba (M), 50th Inf conducted cperatlons in
assigned areas of operation within AO COCHISE GREEN from 5 April to 17 August

68, The 1/50 employed three organic rifle companios and one scout platoon
during all operatiocns, Maximum utilization was made of supporting fires and
all other FWMAF during operations.

13, Execution: On 5 April, this battalion was detached from the 3d Bde, 4th
Inf Div and attached to the 173d Abn Bde. Thore was no change in the area of
operation except that the name was changed from AO PATRICK to AO COCHISE GREEN.

&+ At the beginning of operation COCHISE GHEEN, this Battalion was cone
ducting operations along the beach and in the Nui Mieu Mountains,
Enemy activity was at a minimum at the time., Reports of ecnemy units
and caches in the mountains led to the deployment of Bfl.50th into
the Nui Mieu Mountain range. A4/1-50th and C/1-50th conducted operations
along the beach. Co B operated inland and farther to the west.
Cperations for the month of April were conducted totally within the

Crescont aresa,

b. Initial enemy ground activity was light for the mnnth of April, but
onemy mining cperations was on the increase during latter phases of

the operation.

(1) On 6 &4pril, Bf1-50th found 3 dead NVA soldiers who had apparently
been killed by H&L fire during the night., The location was in
the vicinity of BROB5741; also, they found 1 AK-47 rifle and &
inches of documents,

() On 11 April, one APC from Co Cf1-50th was destroyed by & mine
~ of undetermined size at BRS34578, with no casualties,

(3Y On 13 April, C/1-50th had a man stop on a mine of unknown size
vic BRE39977. Friendly casuslties ere 1 US KHA and 3 US WHa.
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On 15 April, A/1-50th had one APC destroyed by & mine of un-
known size. One road whoel and all of the hatches were blowm
off. Friendly casualties =ere 7 WHA.

On 19 April, C/1-50th wounded and captured 1 VT at BRO57826.
At 1055 hours, Co C engeged 2 more VC, killing both.

On 20 April, C/1.50th killed 1 VC spotted from the air trylng to
evade vic BRO55855, At 1040 hrs a man from B/1-50th stepped on
a land mine killing him and wounding 2 olthers.

On 30 April, the second platoon of A/1-50th made comtact with
en enemy olement of undotermined strength. Falendly easualties
were 4 US WHA.

c. A considerable increage in enemy activity took place 'during the latter
part of May. Three major battles were intisted by the enemys
Operations wore conducted in the Cresecent area and in the NW Ihu My

Plains.

(1)

(2)

On 2 May, C/1-50th engaged an enemy force of undetormined strength
trying to evade to the NE of the Dam Trao lake, 3 NV wearing
khaki uniforms and web gear were Kli. o

Battle of An Bao,

{2) The 5th of May brought the first major contact of the month.
At 01%45 hours, LZ Salem received approximatoly 6 rounds of
82mm mortar fire and light 8/A fire for a 5 minute period.
Results were 3 ARVN WHA with negative assessment of enemy
casuslties.

(b) 4t 0315 hours, LZ Ollie sustained a ground atiack from the
south by an unknovn size enemy force. 4 platoon of €/1-50th
with tanks of Bf1~69 Armor employing cannister rounds, re~
pulsed the sttack with negative friendly casualties. The
vnery omployed S/A, A/W, M.79, BW rockets, flamethrowers,
and mortars in their attack. Contact was broken at 0325
hrs with negative assessment of enemy casnalties.

(e} A[1-50th was given the mission of 5/C vie BR9O79. Intel-
ligence indicated that an enemy artillery battalion and
regimontal CP was working in the area, The onemy's mission
was unknovn at the time.

() At 1146 hours, A/1-50th made contact with an estimated 2
NVA battalions employing S/A, 4/W, B4 rockets( 57mm recoil-
loss and 82mm mortar fire, Contact was initiated by the
cnemy as the company was establishing a perimeter. A volley
of recoilless rifie and rocket fire was directed at the APCs
which almost immediatédly disabled 5 of the 9 vehicles in the
perimeter. A ground assault was initiated by the enemy
immedirtely following the initial volloy. The main attack
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k)

(3)

(%)

{e)

(£)

(g)

(h)

(1)

came from the high ground to the SW. Automatic, S/A, and
AT fire came from the SE, NB; and NW. The ground assault
continned against the dismounted survivors of Company 4

who had set up a2 small perimeter NE of the burning vehicles.

0/1-50th and B(-) 1/69 wore sent into the contact area at
1212 hours. Co C arrived moments before the enemy appear-

od set to overrun the small perimeter end successfully
thwarted the enemy attack long enough to svacuate the sur-
vivors to the sast. The tanks from B(-) 1/69 were in contact
well before they reached the initial area of contact and had

to fight their way through the enemy to where A and C 1/50

were pinned down. Once the forces were joined, contact was
broken. '

B/1-50th was brought into the area to reinforce the units
and a counterattack was launched, Fighting was still heavy
and spread over an 800 meter front at times. Contact was

continued until 1930 hours,.

A/1-50th was moved back to LZ Uplift and C and B 1/50 with
B(.) 1/69 sot up on FOB at BR925806, At 0332 hours, 6 May,
the FUB site began receiving moderate to heavy S/A fire. At
0350 hours, they reported receiving BY0 rockets and several
82rm mortar rounds. Artillery began firing close in defensive
fires. At 045 hours, the attack ceased.

Total casualties for the contact were 22 US KHa, 93 US WHA.
Equipment losses were 5 ML13AL destroyed, 1 UHLC gunship

destroyed and 3 holicopters damaged. Enemy losses were 117
KIA and 5 KRG-2, 3 AK-47, 2 SKS and several B40 rockets Cla,

A chiecu Hoi stated that he was a member of the 97th Bn, 2nd
VC Regiment, 3rd NVa Division. He further stated that 3
Battalions were involved in the attack against A/1.50th,
The other two Battalions involved in the attack were the
7th and 9th Battalions, 22nd NVa Regiment. '

On 061420 May, LZ Uplift roceived J rounds of 57mm recoilless
rifle firec, At 1921 hours, LZ Uplift received 15-20 rounds of

82mn mortar fire resulting in 6 US Wi,

Battls at Trung Hoi (2):

()

{v)

On 11 May, B and C 1/50 with a platoon from B 1/69 were

sont to the southern end of the 506 valley on a S/C mission.
Intelligence indicated that the enemy may haye moved to
that location following the battle of 5 Mays

At 13%% hours, the elements came under attack with an
ostimatod NVa Battalion vic BRB74735. The eneomy initiated
contect with a ground attack similar to the engsgement of



(5)

(6)

(7)

5 May, Band C 1/50 were separated by 600-700 meters
when the contact was initiated against both clements,
Company C reported that the enemy was probing from all
directions, Both companies wers brought under fire with
5/A, AfW, AT, and 82mm mortarg, Company B's position
became untenable as enemy assault waves swept into the
perimeter from the southwest. A1l organic and supportling’
weapons vere brought to bear on the assaulting troops.
The order was given for Co Bfs withdrewal toward Co C
whish was in 2 delaying position covering the withdrawsl.
The companies reorgani-ed at BR895719 for Dustoff, resupply,
‘and to link up with the 1/69 reinforcements enroute from

(o) At 1610 hours, the unit moved out on the counterattack,
Ono platoon of tanks had arrived to reinforce. The units °~
advenced without contact to BRB78727, whero they egain P
came under heavy enemy fire at 1648 hours.

(a) At 1830 hours, the companies moved to BR882720 for addition-
al rosupplys When resupply was effected, the unit displaced
to BRB80723 for an FOB location. No further enemy activity

followed.

(¢) Tt was estimated that this battle cost tho enomy over 200 F
of his men, although only 61 budies ware founds Tt was
apparent the following day that the enemy had policed the
contact area extremely well during the night. Friendly
losses in the battle were 3 US KHA and 40 US WHA.

On 130729 May, an APC from C 1/50 hit a pressure detonated mine
of unknown sige at BRB94716, resuiting in 1 US Wii and one road

wheel destroyed,

The period following the contact on 11 May until 25 May showed

a sharp decroase.in enemy ectivity in the A0, Thereywms lnstances
of units receiving-10-40 rounds of sniper fire, but a large
contact was not made with oneny forces.

Battle at Trinh Van (1);

(a) Following the contact of 11 M3y, indications wore that the

onony had left the area only temporarily, On 25 M2y,
companies B and C 1/50 moved into the area in whish they had
had contact on 11 May. At 1106 hours, both companies came
under heavy fire from the west, Ov, and NE vic BR874728.

AT, AJW, S/A end mortars were fired on the friendly position.
Unlike tho attacks of § and 11 May, the enémy did not assaull,
but instead fought from weoll fortified, well camouflaged
positions. Co B attempted to mancuver and flank the enemy
and attack to the northwest, but enemy mortars and rocket
fire were too effectively registered in the area, :
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{b) Companies B and C moved to BR 883720 to receive required
Dustoff and resupply. They were also to be reinforced by
the Scout platoon and tanks from 4 1/69. When they arrived
at that location, they received heavy mortar and rocket
fires from the south. The companies then moved to BR891722
while airstrikes were directed into the area. At that lo-
cation, they secured an LZ, effected Dustoff, and received

resupply.

(c) 4t 1612 hours, the companies moved out to the west and ad-
vanced without incident until they reached the initial area
of contact. They then received heavy fire from 3 directions.

(d) Due to a limited maneuver capability in that area and
the fact that darkness was closing in, the companies
moved to a location vieinity BR903710 and set up an FOB.
Contact was broken at 1905 hours, and no contact was made

that night. .

(e) The following morning, the units again swept through the
area of contact meeting only little resistance from snipers,
No significant enemy activity or engagemsnts followed,

(8) On 26 May, an APC from B 1/50th hit a 105mm pressure detonated
mine vicinity BR876722. The mine blew the roadwheels and track
off of one side of the vehicle, Casualties were 6 US WHA.

During the month of June, enemy activity decreased sharply from
the activity in May.

(1) Un 020835 June, a platoon from A 1/50 was engaged by an esti- .
mated company sized enemy force vicinity BR925797. They engaged
the enemy with artillery and organic weapons. Contact was
broken at 0915 hours. Hesults of the contact were 1 US KiA
and 3 US WHA. There was no assessment of enemy casualties,

(2) On 041610 June, 4-1/50 found an SKS hidden in a hedge row
vicinity BR 976863. A thorough search of the area was made.
The company found 2 NVA hiding in a tunnel. The NVA threw a
grenade out of the tunnel but it rolled back in, killing them
both. Resulting casualties were 2 NVA KIA.

(3) Between 4 June and 16 June there was little enemy activity

~ 4in the AO. This period was characterized by sniper incidents °
along highway 1 and in the area the units of the 1/50 operated.
No large contact was made with the enemy during this tine.
One US WHA was received during the pericd due to snirer five.
No assessment of ensmy casualties was made following the sni-
ping incidents. ’

(h) Un- 16 June, C 1/69 had two tanks hit mines to the north and

northeast of the Nui Miee mountains viecinity BR 995802 and
CR 005820, Both tanks were moved to the first location and
were secured by an element from the Scout Platoon, Co A 1/50
then moved into the area to secure the vehicles when it became

.= . . s -
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apparent that they could not be removed vnat evening At 1950

~ hours, A 1/50 reported receiving SA, AW, BLO and 82mm mortar
rounds from the south., Artillery and gunsh:.ps were called
into the area and Spooky was brought on station at 2030 hours.
There were no friendly casualties and negative enemy casualties.

{5) On 171550 June, a VIR from 1/50 hit a 155mm and 8 inch artil-
lery mine, pressure detonated viec BR 905724, Two road wheels
and a track were blown from the VIR, Casualties were 2 US WHA,

(6) On 212050 June, a plstoon of C 1/50 spotted a VC meeting of
30-40 individuals with weapons vic BR 920166, The VC opened
fire with M..60's, AK-47's, and small arms fire. The platoon
began adjusting artillery and 8lmm fire into the area. Con-
tact was broken at 2115 hours, There were no friendly cas~
nalties, while the VC suffered 1 confirwed KIA, There was
negative assessment on the damage done by the artillery.

(7) On 250603 June, a platoon from & 1/50 engaged VC vic BR 9&2
792, One VC was KIA and 2 were WIA.

(8) The lack of enemy activity during most of June supported the
intelligence reports that battalicn had received during the
month of June. These reports indicated that the NVA were

moving to the north and west either for resupply and re-
cuperation or were moving into new AO's entircly.

During. the month of July, two major joint operations were conducted
in the Soui Ca Valley. The first operation began 3 July.

(1) On 5 July, B 1/50 engaged /4 armed individuals at BR 826605
with 5S4 and 8lmm mortar. Resulis are unknown. Late in the
day, Co B engaged 7 individuals at BR 837591 with 8lmm mortars
and artillery, There was no assessment of enemr casualties,

(2) On 10 July, a man from B 1/50 stepped on an unmidentified tvpe
bobbytrap at BR 828596, Casualties were 1 US KHA and 1 US WHA,

(3) On 11 Julw, Co A 1/50 cperating back in the Crescent area
captured 1L NVA at BR 934851, POW had been wounded in the
ankle in an earlier incident,

(4) ©On 12 July, A 1/50 at BR 937868 made contact with an undeter-
mined size enemy force resulting in 2 US WHA, Medevac wae
called and received fire from BR 9328L9 wounding the pilct
and causing minor damage to the alrcraft. The mission was

v -gompleted without further incident. p '

{5) On 13 Jduly, 2 men from A 1/50 were KA as a result of a
pressure detonagted mine,

(6) On 17 July, A 1/50 had one APC damaged by a mine at BR 930
838, Casualties were 4 US WHA, 1 ARVN KHA, 4 ARVN WHA,
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