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SUBJEOT: After-Action Roport — Battle At Trung Hol (2) —

1, (U) Operstion: Cochise .
2, (U) Period Covered: 11-13 May 1968

3 (U) Iocation: Trung Hoi (2) (§) My Trinh, (V) Phu My (D), Binh (F),
Republic of Vietnam (BR87T735)

ho (U) Commsnd HQ: 1st Bn (M), 50th Inf, 1734 Adrborne Brigade,
5, (U) Reporting Officer: Captain Richard P Guthrie, 1st Bn (M), 50th Inf

-

6. (C) Task Organization:

a. Co B 1/50 Inf (M).

b, Section, Co C L/60 Arty M-h2 40mm (sW)(SP) (2 each).

c. Co C (=) 1/50 Inf (M).

d. Platoon (=) Co B 1/69 Armor,
7. (C) Bupporting Forces:

a, 7/13 Aty

b, 7/15 Arty.

o, 2lst TASS. |
8. Intelligence: Intelligence reports on the area of contact were non-~ |
commital prior to the action described here, The enemy had ‘recemtly be=
come more aggressive; as manifested by his actions on 5 May., Following
the conbact of § May, there was a Camp Strike Force contact in the cenmtral
506 Valley, The southern exit of the 506 Valley (Vie BR870760) was felt

to be a likely averme of escape for ai enemy so recently in two large
contacts in the same general location,

9., MISSION: 1/50 (+) conducts reconnaissance in force on 11 May 68 vieinity
BRB78733, amd establishes blocking position in the vicinity of BRB?S‘?SO to

BR883756.
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10, Ebgecution:

de
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it 110920 May 68, Co B 1/50, with Section of twin 4Omm (Dusters)
cordicted a recomaissance in force mission, followed by Co C (-)
1/50. The units moved cautiously to the west, searching and clear-
ing as they went, At 1220, Captain fonald Dennis, commanding
ofTicer of Co B reported that his unit had found three NVA ration
bags and 100 pourds of rice at BR878729, Two minubes later, IT
John D Martin reported finding a large trench complex at BR881727.
IT Martin estifated that the complex would hold a Battalion of
enemy soldiers. Both units then halted, established perimeters amd
dispatched dismounted patrols to cloverleafl in their- immediate
areas, The units were separated by about 650 meters; but did not
have ‘visual comtact because of the thick serub birush, 10-]12 fect
high, which covers the elevation above the paddy.

At 111250 May 68, IT Martin rendered a follow-up report of his
findings, The trench line was 3 1/2 feet deep, 2 1/2 feet wide
with one and two-man tunnels traveling off in alternate directions
from the main trench, The main trench was cireular with an approx-
imete elrcumference of 500-600 meters, Co C had also locabed at
the cmmter of the complex, a room, 20 feet below grourd, which was
@Xé meters, Theré were acceds trenches . léading off in all directions
from the main trench, IT Martin sent-a patrol to check the hamlet
north of his position. At 111321 May, IT Martin reported finding
five additional underground rooms, The search continued,

At 111342 May 648, CPT Dennis rcported secing six armed men wearing
packs moving southeast on-Rte 506, toward IT Martin®s porthbound
patrol, One mimute later, LI Martin's personnel, also reported
seeing armed men moving southeast along Rte 506, These two sight~
ings were not of the saifs group of men. Bach unit initially saw
cnemy personncl moving towerds each other's location, As the
sightings were reported, both units engaged the ersmy. andsbobh”
caome under attack,

Company C, with one dismounted patrol still approximately 800 meters
from the mAin body, reported that the enemy was probing from all
directions, primary effort from the northwest, via the same trench
line which they had recently checked,

Gunships, air strikes and artillery were immediately requested,
Tlements of B 1/69 located at 1Z Uplift, performing required meint-
enance, were alerted and ordered to move to the contact area, By
111347 May 68, Co C was attacked from 360 degrees, Both companies
were under attack by mortars, B-40 rockets, grenades, and amall..
arme, Co B's position became untenable as enemy assault waves
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