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PREFACE

I. Purpose: This report is intended to give all interested agencles and
personnel a complete and unbiased record of the Battalion's accomplishments
and failures during operai ons conducted in the Republio of Viebnam from

1 October 1968 to 31 December 1948, It is hoped that the events recorded
and lessons learned which have been oublined in this report will prove
bensfiolal to other units in the successful accompllshmert of their respec-
tive missions, .

II. Scope: Thig historical roport covers admindistrative as well ag the
operational aspects of the Battallon for this reporting perlode The in~-
formation for this report was obtained from the files and daily journals
of tho 1zt Bn (i), 50th Infanbry.
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b mteton  CONFIDENTIAL

a. The Battalion continued operations in A0 Walker. Two rifle companies
wero allocated for the protection of QL 19 to include securing all bridgas
and LZs Schueller and Action and providing a mobile road reaction force. The
3d rifle company was used to conduct offensive operations.in AO Walker.

bs Resources from the rifle companles wera also used In many ihstances
to provids protection for Camp Radeliff,

ce Enemy activity during the first part of this reporting perlod was
1ighte. PEnamy activity dncreased significantly during the month of MNovembor
then deoreased slightly for the month of Decembex.

de The majority of the enemy activity oonsisted of "stand off" nnd sap-
per atbacks on Camp Radoliff, "stand off" attacks on IZ Schueller, snipor
attacks on vehioles on QL 19, and platoon and company size oontaots with the
attached Mike Strike Foroe units.

8, The Battalion's most significant results were obtained by quick ro-
actlon to cnemy Inttiated activity,

2., Tactioal Operations:

a., PBEnemy activity during the month of October was light. Thls wag due
mainly to the large amount of raln uvhich fell in the An Khe aroa during this
period, 'Tho rains accomplished whot the cnemy oould not, QL 19 wos closed
for 1 day to military troffic (convoys) due to the by-pass around bridge 25
being smshed out. At this time bridge 25 could nob be used booause 1t was
nevly built and the cement had not completely set for usage.

(1) On FLB¢F10ct the new set of froquenelos wont into offeot. Two
ocompanies experlenced difficulties beoanse othor units vhich were not in the
Battallion werc on the same frequenoys Until changing to the alternate fre-
quency, communicatlions with the 2 corpanics were poore The situation would
have been orltical if oither company had become ongrged durlng this time.

(2) On #6168d0ct an exercisc "commmnications alert” wms conducted
for Camp Radeliff. All units on post were contasted within 15 mlmtbos,

(3) On 1519100ct (BR2LOLBT) a convoy heading oash received BA, 4,
and B-h0 fire from south of QL 19. Tho Devil gunships (13hth Ihﬂatd.ons which
vere serambled, reported receiving SA from vieinlty BR253Lh8d, Cunships did
not observe anyone but they expended into suspocted area, An ARVN woodcutter
reported seeing an estimated platoon size cnemy force dressed in greon fati-
gues firing at the convoy, The mobile road recetion foree pursued in the
dircstion that the enemy wms bolieved to have fled. The contaot resulied
in 1 US WHA (minor) from the convoy and unlnown enemy cagualties.

(4} On 16A4L50ct L7 Schusllor received spproximately twenty 82mm
mortar rounds from vicinity BRISE3IGE, Counter-mortar artdllery was fired
with unknown rosults. Four US personnel ware woundeds
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(5)  ©n 161¢h500t (BRL(7286) LRE team 13 spotted 11 HVA spread out
ag 1f they were searching for the team. The NVA were armed with AK-}Y7s,
SKSs, and éne M-16. The team attempted to evade the enery but received fire
from several directions. Gunships were called on station and the 4eam was
extraoted. There vere nem tive friendly casnalties and 1 possible enemy
KIA, This contact along with intelligence reports confiimed the presence
of the enemy in the vicinity of the Dak ¥a Way, It was later asoertained
that 95-B Regiment COP was located in this area,

(6) On 2¢2¢530ct Camp Radeliff came under a 82mm morbar attack.
Approximately 20 rainds fell in the north part of the Camp. A general alert
was sounded and cownter-mortar artillery was fired. There were J1 US WHA
and unknown enemy casualties. The rext morning a patrel was gent out to
sweep the area. The mortar pesition was located at DRIS05@3, Blood trails
and drag merks were found but the trail eventually died. Two chloom gre~
nades in a pistol belt, mortar stakes and two dud 82mm rounds were found in
the vicinity of the mortar position.

(7) The weathor which had adversely affected operations all month
reached a climax, Snoopy and Red Haze missions were not flown from 1)-21
October. VRs by OL aircraft were severely limited. The bridge status as of
21 Ootober follows:

(a) Bridges 18, 19, 22, and 24 had their by-passes completely
washed out.

(b) The by-passes for Bridge 21 and Bridge 25 were washed out
with srater still flowing over them.

(c) Bridge 20 and Bridge 26 have no by-paas.

(d) Bridge 25, just complsted, was not being uged at this time
but was awniting evaluation from Engineers as to the strongth of the new
bridge te hold military comvoys.

(3) On 23¢63¢0ct, the Short Range Ambush Platoon (SRAP), in a com-
bined operation with RF/PF and the KPFF, conducted a cordon and search of
Cun Dao village (BRL98545), Al S men who were datained were classified ag
part of the VO infrastructure. A MEDCAP operation was conducted after the

village was searched, Thirty five persons were treated and one was medically
evacuated,

(9} On 23U:8P0ct LRP temwn 1 made conbact with L VG in vieinity
BRL.OSHAR,  One Montagnard VG was killed. Yhen the team starbed receiving
fire from an estimated 8-10 individuals, they broke contnot and were ex-
tracted. Although the team had just been inserted that some morning, in
this short period, they saw many signs of onemy activity.

(10) On 2718)30ct D/2-1 Cay, OPCON to 1-50th spotted 1 individual
carrying ssmunition cons in vieinity BRL353LY. The individual ran under the
tree canopy. The gunships engaged and 2 secondary explosions were observed,
Vhen the LOHs checked out the area, they found 2 VO KIAs s 1 hoooh and 1 bun-
kor destroyods Four moro hooshos (107x B') were found and also destroyed.
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{11) On 3P#2/P0ct Camp Radeliff received a mortar and sapper
attacke At the same time LZ Schueller received a mortar attack, Tewer 1
was knooked out of action by sappers. Counter-mortar artillery was lmme-
dately fired, Oun and flareships were also #mployed as was Spooky with
mﬂmm)m results, Negative damege was inflicted on IZ Ssohueller: (See An -
nex A -

(12) On 311¥3P00t LRP team 13 had 3 NVA walldng towards their po-
sition, One individual wvas carrying a mortar tube. At a distance of 100
moters the enemy was enpageds The team then started to receive fire from
gseveral othor directions and attempted to break vontact after killing 1
enemy, Vhile trylng to break contact tho team was fired on by a total of
9 men untill they were extracted at 1215 hours. The extraotion ship door
gumner reported killing 2 men uhile the aircraft commander reported that 2
mortar rounds landed near the FZ during the extraction, There was negative
friendly ocasualties,

bs The month of November was highlighted by an intelligence report of
a battalion size attack along QL 19 on L November. In anticipatdon of thls
attack 1-50th was provided with the following additional forces: 2/E-20 Inf
(LRPs), 0/M=503d, 1,C/1-69th Armory A and C/7~17th Air Cay, and 3 MSF oom-
paniess Deployment of these foroes by 1-50th precludsd the enemy from sta-
ging this battalion size attaok. However, several platoon and company size
contants were made during the month of Hovamber. In support of this opera-
tion and S/D operations for this month, the Air Foroe flaw a total of 107
bombing missions,

(1) On #32213Nov MACYV reported that RF/PF forces at An Tue Dip-
triot Hoadquarterz were rcceiving SA fire from vieinity of the An Tue high
gchool. The RF/PF force returned fire employing mackine gun and mortar fire.
A renction foree from District lHeadquarters was sent to the hlgh sehocl with
nogative Tindings,

(2) on L Hov 1-50th reoeived additional forces as stated above in
antioipation of o batbtalion size enemy attock. These forees were employed
south of QL 19 between LZ Sohusller and the Mang Yang Pass.

(3) On dLg@3lllov Hawkeye (01 aircraft) employing a starlight scope
spotted approximately 25 NVA in vieinity BR235195. Artillery was fired and
Havkeye roported secing 2 secondary explosions. D/2-1 Cav meking & BDA the
next day reported seeing 2 eraters (BR235L93) larger than the rest, but
hegative other signs,

(L) on @y21igNov on RF/PF cmbush ongaged an estimated 2 platoons of
V€ in vicinlty BR391432, Artillory fire supported the RF/PF foroo. Two
enery bodlies were found the next morning and a potrol found a freshly dug
grave with 6 additional boddes, This wos the most successful RF/PF ambush
over oonductod in An Tue, It is folt that the efforts of 1-50thts MATS toam
have proved fruitful,

(5) On @6195¢Hov Tower 27 started reoeiving SA fire, Tower 27 along
with Tovers 2liy 25, 26, and 20 returned fire with their organic weopons,
Towar 27 then had 3 or four B-l0 rounds fired at 1ts It fook 2 hibs withl US
WHA. All firing at Tower 27 comsed abt 1957 hours. At 2825 hours Towor 234
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ploked up 5 individuals on ground survelllarco radar {GSR) in vioinity
DR49GNT6. Several othor GSR sete storted picking up movemont and Towers 1,
13, and 28 received sniper fire, All suspected enemy positions wore Lirad
on by the towers. Counter-mortar targets were fired by the artillery. There
wag no further enemy aotivity during tho night.

() On $71415Nov MSF 252 in vieimity BR2L1I19 received fire from
approximately 20 AW, The IBF returned the fire then broke contaot. There
was negative casualties on both sides. A/7-17th Cav in support of MSF 262
spottod L5 armed individuals in blue shirts and khakl pants in vieinity
BR2IJI2F. Sinoe the gunships did have commo wlth the MSF they engaged. They
reported 3 unconfirmed enemy KIAs,

(7) On gOPoLSHov LRP toam 2l spotted 31 NVA moving east slong a
trail in vieinity BR212L@2. The NVA vere armed with AK-li7s, SKSs, 1 RPG,
1 M3 (.30 oal), and 1 mortar of unknovn sizee Four individuals had unusually
large packs, They appeared to be carrying ammmudtion. The point man, who
wore a darl blue beret, appearcd to be eaucasion. Artillery tms directed
in by the IRP team leader, rcsulting in 2 scoondary explosionse DBofore gun-
ships could engages the NVA fled into the treo lines Onoe gunships wore on
station thoy cxpended into the last knem enemy locatlon, Tho following day
the SRAP (1-50th) wag inscrted and discovered 5 large pools of blood. Lo-
onted near the position where the 31 WA were spotted by the LHPs, the SRAP
found positions vhers mnother 30 men had hiddens The treils initially hend-
ed sast but then were lost in a stream, The failure of the battalion to in-
gert a reaction force in less time resulted in a loss of chemy KIA by BC and

of enety equipment and weapons,

(8) On 199¥33Nov A/1~50th FOB in vioinity BR273Li58 had three B-liOs and
SA fired at them {rom the east, The camprny returned fire with organic woa-
pong and artillery fired defonslive targets. In the morning in vicinlty
BR277L56 an A/1~50th patrol found bandages, expended SA rounds and the fin
agsembly to a B-hO rockets A trocker team picked up a trail of h-5 individuals,
The trail led to an intersection where 3-i individuals joined with the first -
groups The trall continued SE but wns lost in a deep stream.

(9) On 1AI5Nov A/7-17th Cav spotted 15 individuals in vieinity
BR31Y3LZ rumning towards the woodline, They engaged. Two individuals were
killed and 1 was woundeds The wounded mon was extrested, IYnbterrogztion by
the 1724 MI revealed that the man had been transporting supplies for the VO.
Ilo said that he saw as many as 50 V€ at one time in vieinlty of the area
wvhere he wng captured.

(10) On 1% November in response to numercus sightings of rafte and
boats mbserved on the Song Ba River the SRAP was given tho misslon of con-
dusting llwk operations in the vieinity BR3963%h, 4% 11¢@@LSNov they obscr-
ved an 18 foot long raft with 5 individunls, The ambush wos initiated.
Bnaod on moans and observing bodies fzll into the wmter the SRAP reported
<5 possible enemy KIA, Since the water was deep and sulft, the raft could
not be ohocked out that night. During the night the SRAP roceived soveral
rounds of sniper fire from the other side of the river, They engoged with
M-79 with unknovn results, In the morning the raft was found 100 meters
downstream, Therc werw hlcod stains and a pan (10" diamstor) of rdoe in it.
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(11) On 111153Hov an indigenous patrol of MSF gompay 251 game un-
dor attack in vieinity BR223457. Theoy roccived SA and B-li0g from a platoon
o larger aiza encmy force. 3ince the patrol could not determine their ex-
aot looation, only blocking artillery could be fired. The enemy broke gon-
tact and headed 5W, The patrol sustnined 9 Montagnard WHA and 1 MIA, Tho
MIA Montognard was later found in gsorious condition from 3 bullet wounds and
a bayonet wound in the throat., The US advisors could not get thelr Montag-
nard goldiers to pursus. HNegative action was takon exoept for an aerinl ro~
connalsanoe,

(12) On 111528Wov Camp Radcliff and the city of in Kho wero attaok-
ed Ly B2mn mortors and 75mm recoiless rifles. Oamp Radeliff reoeived approx~
imately 13 rounds of recolless rifie firo centered on tho POL storage area
(BRLYT3L56). An ¥he received an estimated 30-40 rovnds of mixed recoiless
Tifle fire and mortars. The highest density of rounds landed in vieimity of
Distriot Hoodguarters (BRL7LL3L), An Tue Dispensary (BRL7743L), ~nd the nowu
An Khe Market Place (BRL70h38), Artillery fired counter-mortar fire under
the dircction of Hawkeye (aerinl observeg o Upon completion, Hawkeye direct-
ed D/2-1 idr Cav Into the avea (BRYS8HLE) from which the enemy wna firing.
Infantry soldiers of A/7-17th Cov were inserted into this area. They found
6 cxpended Tomm recoiless rifle oases and b B-O cascs. (Ses Annex B)

(13) On 12¢62¢Nov MSF Company 221 (BR263L#3) received heavy SA fire
from 2 sides and fifteen 60m mortor rounds. Artillery and punships fired
into the suspected enemy positlona with unknown results. At #8¢9 hours a
patrol made contoct wlth an estimated platoon sige enamy force in vicinity
BR2G2I2, The oontact was friendly initiated and consisted of an exchange
of SA firoe. The onemy broke contoct with negantive casualtics on both sidos,
The remainder of MSF company 221 in roinforeing their patrol starbted toking
a heavy volume of SA fire and several B-lL0 rounds, D/2?-1 Cav which had been
& spatched beecuse of the inltisl contect wms just ooming on station and
caught b0 NVA firing from a stream beds The Cav troop emtimued moking gun
rung untdl they estimated that they had a 100% KIA, MSF company 221 refused
to leave their perimeter however, and the kills could not be oonfirmed by
body oount. Thero tao 1 US WHA and 3 friendly Montagnard WHAg. At 1645 hours
M5F sonpany 221 did move into the enamy location and found no equipment or
bodies bubt mmerous heavy blood troils.

(1) On 1222¢2Nov Comp Radcl4£f omae under a well eoordinated sop-
per « mortar attack. The sappers hit A/2-17th Arty (rear) during the turmoil
of the initial incoming mortar rounda. One 105 tube wes dostroyed and ono
105 twbe was demaged. L2 Sehueller and he2 mortar platoon at Comp Radeliff
fired counter-mortar fires. A total of onc lundred forty one 82mm mortar
rounds landed in the northern part of Camp Radeliff. (See Amex O)

(15) On 13@83¢Nov a convoy in vicinlty BR3@3LSS had six 60mm morbor
rounds fired at it from south of QL 19, They also recelved SA fire from tho
game locabion, Two Bucamneer gunships which were providing convoy covor
spotted 25 WWA 300 meters south of the road, As the first gunshp started
to make ita run, it was hit by several .50 eal rounds and crashede Tuo US.
wore KHL and 2 were WHA, The sccond gunship engaged the NWA with 5 posasible
[JAs, Tanks of 1/0/1-69th Armor vhich vere semt ag a reaction foroe with
the Soout platoon also fired at the fleeing onemy. While purswing the enomy
the Socout platoon found 1 WA KIA, He wns hit by a canmister round,
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(16) On 151745Hov C/h-503d gpotted 3 1WA 600 moters to their north
in vioinity BRIB7L@2. Artillery was called in. lo patrol was dispatehed
out of the FOB because it wes becoming dark, At 2155 hours C/4-503d started
receiving SA and grenades from the north and east, The company fired their
olaymores and heard moaning, Artillery was called in on the fleeing enemy,
At 615 hours the next morming, C/4-503d starbted receiving 60mm mortar rounds.
They received a total of 30 rounds which fell short of the FOB, Artillery
fired all defensive targebs and flare and gunships expendeds A4t first light
1 NVA KIA with AK-}7 was found 0 meters from the FOB, '

(17) On 1811¢@Nov IRP toxn 13 made contact with an estimated platoon
size enemy force, west of pump station #8 (BR23¢,98), The team immediately
broke ocntact after receiving a heavy volume of AW fire, The Soout platoon
was sent in as a resction force with negative contact being made.

(18) On 181637Nov CA3-503d found 1 NVA who had been wounded 3 days
prior by artillery. An interrogation by 172d MI revealed NVA, Nguyen Dinh
Ohan, to be a member of 2d Company, Gth Bn, 320th Regiment.

(19) On 181637Nov C/1-50th was CA into a suspected enemy battalion
area (BILB9399) which was roconnoitered by the SRAP (1-50th).

(20) On 1817L@ov C/-503d vicinity BRL93392 raceived eight 60m
morbar rounds from SE, Artillery was fired in support of the company., At
23h% hours 0/4-503d heard a loud vhistle. A trip flare went off and li gre-
nades landed outeide the perimetor. The campany engaged with grenades and
olaymores. In both incldents there was negative friendly and unknown enemy
casualties,

(21) On 2815¢@Nov MSF wan released frem OPCON to 1-50th and departed
via airoraft from An Khe Army Alrfield, Camp Radoliff, RVN,

{22) On 21158@Nov C/4~508d found 13,000 ears of corn in rlalnity
BR186L418, The corn was extracted and given to the GVN,

{(23) On 22@6ldilov C/1-50th had fiftecn to twenty 82rm morter rounds
fired ab their FOB (BR2¢3365)s Only 1 round landed within the perimoter.
There wore negative friendly oasualties, Artillery and gunshipa were empleyed
with unknown results. :

(24) On 22184@Nov a Scout platoon AFC heading east was hit by a B-LO
round 4n vioinity BR3FIS5. Seven US and 1 KLt Carson were WHA. The APC was
deatroyed. ’

{25) On 23¢1:2¢Nov Bridge 22 rcceived SA, B-h0z, and saveral 6Omm
roumds resulting in negative US casualties. At 2845 hourse bridge 18 recelved
four 60mm mortar rainds resulting in 1 US WHA, Artillery fired during both
econt2ots with uwnknowm results.

(26) On 23@¢93¥Nov C/4-503d found 3,000 sars of corn in vieinity

BR188L16. This brought their find of corn to a total of 17,000 ears of corne
Al wna axtracted and released to Distriot Headgartors, in Khe.
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(27) On 21,@6}L8N0v g %g on mine 2@@ hit 2 coamand detonated

mine plasged in a culvert under the highwmy through which the Dak Pe flows
(BR336h61)s The explosion left a 6 foot deep by 6 foot Tong orater the
width of the road. Seven US vere WHA, A temporary bridge (AVIB) was em-
placed at 13¢@ hours pemitiing traffic to passe .

(28) On 262¢35Nov the SRAP anbushed 7 IWVA in vieinity Dak Po
(BR339461). A fire started on the pipeline. SRAP smelt flesh burning and
saw 2-li VA £all when they bleu their claymoresi In the morning SRAP found
1 MVA WHA with an AK-}7 and 3 AK magazines, A blood trall uns followed
south until it was lost in the Dak Po., The 1V4, Truong Van Thang, was a
inenber of C-17, Gla Lia Provincial Main Force Unit. Far detalled reoadout
seo PIR #172-¢#15-68,

(29) On 271825Fov CM~503d in the vicinity BRI9539% received forty
82im mortar rounds from 3 tubes, Ilortars were fired from the east and north-
casb. Gunships and artillery vas employed with unknovm results, One US was
"nm.

(30} On 28¢3L3N0ov the SRAP Houk operation vhich had continued in the
Dal: Po area started taking A fire from the south and 8A Fire from the west.
Two US were WHA. Flare and gunships could not fly due to weather, & reactim
force from LZ Schueller was comaittod. Contact ceased at #L1¢ hours with
unknotm enermy casunlties,

(31) On 281753lov C/1-50th (BR74306), which was approximately 3
kilometers to the 57 of C/h-503d, started receiving 82mm mortars, B-hOs, and
SA from tho W and SW. 0/1-50th received a total of 20 mortar rounds and 3
B-O rounds resulting in 11 US Wi, OGunships and artillery saturated the
suspected enemy location with fire,

(32) On 28207Hov "perimeter" radar, Casp Radeliff, picked up move-
ment in vicimity BRL78183s The gurrds on the perilmeter engaged with organie
firee. Rader readings continued in vieinlty BREB9LT8, 497478, and hOALS1.
Artillery fired on all rodar readings. At 20956 hours Tower 21 wng hit by a
B-h0 round and tho tower caught on firee One US was WA, Towars 21, 22, 23,
ond 23A reported movoment bohind their positions HNo fire wns reocived from
the reors Spooky reported receiving soveral secondory explosions in vicinity
BRWB5518, The arva was searched in the morrdng with negative findings.

(33) On 29¢65dtiov €/1-50th (BRL7)386) agnin reccived a 82ma mortar,
B-4jO, and SA attack from the north and Sif. The company recelved a total of
16 mortar rounds; énc Bs<li0, and 5070 SA,. Artdllety and gmships expendsd
in the area with unknom results,

a. In the month of December 1-50th for the first time was ~ble to con-
duct a RIF operation nlong the Dak Ha Way, the base area for 95-B Regiment
CPs The 1t Bn Pleiku MSF successfully conducted operations in thie area
destroying over 350 hooches, eapturing 16,000 pounds of rice, and moving into
an area vhich had previously been an enemy sonetuary. December also marked
a significant increcse in Hawk Operations from 29 in lovomber to 130 for the
month of Decomber, Although these Hawk operations did not result in any ene~

my KIAs, it did significantly reduce the number of mining incidents along QL 19,

On 16 December FSB Kathy (BR385225) was cotablished in support of the lst
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(1) On @219¢¢Dec an APC from B/1-50th was hit by two B-li0g in vici-
nity BR535L461 on its way to reinforce brldge 18, Seven US wore WHA and 1 US
a3 KHA., Dustoff wos employsd with gunships and flareships Two AFCs from
bridge 20 were dispotched and secured the areas

(2) On @3¢¥29Dec a Howk operabion from B/1-50th spotted odght VC
250 meters engt of thelr locatisn., The VC appeared to be planting minos.
. hrtillery was called in with unlmown resuliss Tho manner in widoh this am-
bush was conducted emphasired the need for more training and experisnce in
oonduoting smbushes.,

(3) On g61)2#fDec a MSF patrol (BR398327) was fired on by 3-5 VC at
a distance of 150 metors., Vhon the patrol returned the fire the VO fled SW,
Upon scarching out the area the patrol found 1 woman KIA, 1 man, and 2 child-
ron CIA, The ecoptured man wos a forced loborer and was classified as an
inncoent eivilian,

(4) On #79939Dco MSF Co 213 in vicinity BRL11331L found 1l,000 pounds
of rice. It was extracted the next day and prescnted to Major Thua of Dig-
trlet Headguarters, An Kho, RVN,

(S) On @9150WDec D/2-1 Cav spotted 1 Montagnard V€ 4n loin cloth,
The gunships engaged resulting in 1 VC KIA{BC). The LOHs while ohcoking out
the body found 10 hooches (8!x 10') and ) burkers. VWhen they started to fire
on the hooshes, 5-6 individuala fled from them and ran into the woodline.
The Cobras fired into the woodline with unknown resultse

(6) On 111345Dec MSF company 211 had a squad size patrol make con-
tact with 5 VO armod 14 th carbines and wearing black pajamas and kholkdis,
The encmy initiated the contact at 20 meoters distance killing 1 friendly
Montagnard, The V0 broke contast and fled W wdth negative casunlties,

{7) On 13 December the hth Infantry Division reccived an AO in AO
Woikexr for an indefinite perdod. Thelr A0 encompassed west of grid line 33
gouth from 245K south of QL 19, and north of grid line 22.

(8) On 14%93¢Dco MSF company 213 worked into an enemy position
BRA4291, Thoy were hit with AW fire and claymores by an estimated company
gize onomy force, The MSF roturned fire, then hacked off and requested gun-
shipse Ounships (134th Aviation) expended on the slops on which tho enamy
wag loocateds Tho gunships reported 2 enemy KIA vhich were not confirmed,

At 123¢ hours MSF 211 conducted a ecombat assault to assist Oo 213, Under
oover of gpunships, company 211 moved into the enemy position and found 5 bun-
kers and heavy blood trails leading SV,

(9) On 1511¢80ec Strong Points #3 (BR3LSYSL), #i (BR335LSB), and
#5 (BR329160) started receiving SA fire, Strong Point #3 also had two B-LOg
and one B-}jl rocket fired at thems. They took 1 hit. Two US vers WHA and an
APO was damaged. Artillery and gunships expended in the suspeated enemy po=-
sitlons with unlmown results.

(10) On 15134@#Doe L2 Schueller received fifteen 60mm morbtar rounds
from the SW, A1l rounds landed outside the perimoter, Artillery and pun-~

ships woro employod with unkhosm results. There woré negatitve friendly cogi-
oltdes,
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(11} On 152¢30Dec the 17th Field Hospitel informed 1-SOh that a
Dustoff ship erashed in vieinity BR555)31 while on o mission for L~503d,
Gunghips and a flareship vere i spatched with negative resultss A platoon
from G/1-50th 1mg sent to tho suspected location of the dovmed ship, Thoy
moved as best they could but due to dorkness and seourity roquirements they
dd not reach the dowmed helicopber until the next mornings D/2-1 Cav LOHg
veotored thom towards the dovmed Dugtoff ships Two men wore foind Ainjured
and 2 werc dead,

(22) On'1610@@Dec 2 change of command ceremony was oonduoted. Major
James Re Woodall, the Battalion Fxesutivo Officer, roplaced Lt. Col, John
B, Carter as Gormanding Officer of tha 1st Battalion (M}, 50th Infantry.
I, Col. Carter was rocomended for the Legion of Merit.,

(13} On 1611¢¢Dec MSF compamy 213 in vieinity BRLOL283 nade contact
with an estlmated 2 squads of WA at a digtance of 200 meters. There wore
nogative cnsualties on both sides, CGunships (13hth Aviation) were dispatched
in support of eompany 213, The enenty wag observed ulthdrawing south to a bun-
ker complox in vieinity BRLO3273., An airsirike eonsisting of four M82 and
four napalm was colled 3n on the bunker comploxs FAC reported 1 gseoondary
esplosion, Uompanies 211 and 213 while moking a BDA found eight 5 man bun-
kers and 8 hooches. All wore destroyed, They also found 1 NVA KIA in khalds
and nurerous blood stains and picces of human fleshe

(1)  On 171¢33Dec a lone 2% ton truck hit a mine in vioinity BR295453
along QL 19 resulting 4n 2 US Kilhs and the truck boing destroyed,

(25)  On 184115Dca Camp Radeliff ond LZ Schucller reseived a well
coordincted mortar attacks, Carp Radeliff recoived fifteen 82rm mortar rounds,
431 rounds lended outside the perincter causing negative ocasualties, Artile
loxy fired countor-mortar fires with unlmomm rosultss (Sce Annex D)

(16) On 1612¢5Deo MSF company 211 in vieinity BRLOL267 reported ro-
celving fire from the 8 and SE, 200 meters away, from on ostimated 2 squad
slze onemy force, The MSF returned fire and the NVA idthdrow to tha enst,
With cover from gunships the ISF followed a blood tradl. The trail » however,
eventually dimindshed until it could not he followed,

(17} On 2115¢ec a potrol from HSF company 213 found 2,000 pounds
of rice in a 8'x 127 hoosh, The rice was extracted and given o the GVN,

(18) On 2128@Moc a Hawwk tean from A/1-50th spotted five NVA 4n
vioinity of SP 10 (BR278468), They engaged with SA and obsorved 2 men go
dovm. Although they had the ambush arcd under observation all night, the
next morming, they found two 20 pound mines but no bodiss or blood trails.

(19) On 222253Dec Camp Radeliff received a sapper attocke An esti-
mated 5 sappers attacked the lat Cav R&R Conter with satchel chargss and one
Bulf0s It 18 believed that the sappers came through the scetion of tho Greone
line on Hon Cong mountain and returned tha stme vay, further enhancing the
reputation of "Hon Cong Harry", Two and a half hours later Canp Radeliff come
under a mortar attack resulting in 20 US WHA, Sixteen rimites later 17 Schi-
eller rosoived a mortar attaok, Canp Radoliff roceivoed ten 82mm mortar rounds
widle 12 Shualler received f4ftoen to tuenty 82mm mortar rounds. The encmy
oontinued to follow their est:blished modug oporandi of mortaring Camp Rad-
d11ff and LZ Schueller similtaneously. (See Annex E)




(20) oOn 201¢@Dec MSF company 212 spotted 2 NVA moving dowm a trail
in vieinity BRULL229, At a distance of 100 meters the HSF engaged with neg-
ative results. They pursued the fleeing IVA southeast. In vioinity BRLL32S
comparty 212 found 30 hooches each #ith a heavily fortified bunker, Thls ap~
peared 16 be an enemy CP and everything wag destroyed., The MSF also found
four 75mn recoiless rifle rounds and one 82rm cleaning byush but all food
bins wers empty. The fact that the IIVA took food and left ) rounds of ammu~
nitlon indicated a possible shortage of food due to the several food caches
captured by the MSF, A% 1615 hours MSF 212 was fired on by an estimated
platoon sice enemy force resulting in 1 friendly Montagnard KHA. The enemy
fled after L mimutes to the MW, Cunships came on station but could not lo-
cate the enemy. With darkness setting in the MSF did not pursue.

(21) On 2410¢kMec a coase fire went into effect until 2518@¢Dec.
There uvere no inoidents during the cease fire.

(22) On 271925Dec FSB Kathy recelved ton 82mm mortar rounds. There

m T
vere negative friendly casualties., Mortars and artillery fired cowrter-mor- PR
tar fires with unknown results. % R

: Ty

(23) On 281¢12Dce a convoy moving wost started receiving lipght SA { 22

fires The maneuver platoon of A/1-50th which was only 200 meters east of :3 rd Eﬁ

the contact aroa, cbserved the leocation from where the firing wms coming o & ;i

from and engaged with their mounted .50 col machine guns, Throe NVA were T |- m

KIA by BC and one RPD, four Beli0g, and two RPG-1 were captured. The enony O ""l
fled south., Havkeye reported spotting 25 NVA fiee inbto the Plei But area l F ﬁ

and disappear under the tree canopy. Artillery was fired with unimowm ro- i—_ Y ]

sultss The maneuvering platoon checked the ares out wilth negative finds. :

(2h) On 281¢35Dec MSF company 233 in vieinity BRL9B239 started ro-
coiving heavy sniper fire, They returned fire., D/2-1 Cav came on station
and fired into suspected enemy location. Thoy saw L NVA fall out of a tree
and had one gecondary ezplosion {50! high orange cloud)e

(25) On 29185@Dec an APG from B/1-50th in vieinity BRS2LL63 was hit
by & B-hO on QL 19, Six US were WHA and 1 US wos KHA. An APC which was ac-
companying the one that was Idt engaged the suspected enemy position, Artil-
lery and 8lmm mortars firod blocking fires nbrth of thé’road from where the
B-li0 was fired., The noext mormdng the SRAP conducting a search of the orea,
found 1 NVA KIA vith an AK-)j7 at BR527hi6L. Ho was killed by an 8lmm mortar
fired by h/0/1~50th, (Seg Amnex F)

3, Intelligence:

as Enomy Order of Battle: During this reporting period the 1-50th hos
been coroerned 1ith the 95B WVA Regimont and the loeal force units. There
wag little oonfimmed evidence comperning these enemy units ths making it
difficult to accurately judgo their status.

(1) Movement:
(a) The 95B WA hoadquartors and rear servico clements aro bo-
lieved to be logated along the Binh Dinh-Pleiku borders, Their probable 1o~

cation 1s BRIS36. Furthermoro, there is evidence that clements of this unit
are also located south of An Khe near BRI;22,



(a) The Lbth Bn 95B Rogiment has recently been confirmed to be
in an area SW of An Khe. Prior to this they were located SH of Fleiku which
wag confirmed in September 1957,

(b} The Sth Bn 95B Regimont has remained along the western edge
of our A0, south of QL 19, Thoir probable location is nesr BRLS39, The Bn
has no knowm permanent base ares.

(d) The local force district companicg in AO Valker are gener
a1y located south of QL 19, Thero has been ho cvidence of thelr movement
from thia area, These local force units aro subordinate to the Gla Ial Pro-
vinoe Headquarters. There 13 also unconfirmed evidence that the H-15 local
foroa Bn and E-~210 loeal force Bn have moved into the southern portion of A0
Vatker,

(2) State of Readiness:

(a) Confirmed evidence cannot be produced concerning 95B Rogi-
ment!s rendiness condition, There are indications that the Regiment includ-
ing the headquarters and hith and Sth Battalions are relatively well cqulppal.
Their weapons include recoiless rifles, medium mortars, and verious small
amms Weapond. The Sth Battalion has a definite advantage in SA weapona.

(b) The hith Battalion has been trangformed into a tronsporta-
tion Bri 2ceording to last reporis thus hindering their military capabilities.

(c) It is believed that the 95B Regiment cannot stoy in cone
tact for more than 1 hour, This is based upon the poor quality of troops
and also the mission of the Regiment to harasgs and interdiot QL 19, Because
they are a2 border Regiment and mmumerous supplies move thraigh them it is be-
lieved the Reglment can be resupplied within 1-3 weeks.

(3) Quality: The quality of the onemy in AO Valker is considered
lows. This presumption 1s based upon poor training, poor education, lack of
medieal supplies and food stuffs, incronsed friction betwsen V8 and N'Ht, and
generally ill=-picked replacemonts,

(4} Combat Efficicney:

(2) Based uwpon the troop quality and logistical status, the 95B
Reginental hoadquorters can be considered & unlt of avorage ei‘fioimcy. Con-
tact with this unit canneot be confirmed.

(b) The hith Battalion con be considored possessing equivalent
efficlencys Because it has been transformed into a support battalion it is
reagonnble to believo that its combat efficioncy is lower than the 5th Bn,

(¢) The 5th Battolion has an inereased efficiency over its

parent organization. This is based upon its supply status, mission, and
troop quality,

(d) The district force companies are belioved o have a low
gombat effioiency. H-15 loczl foree battalion and E-210 loesl foroe batta-~
lion are also believed $o have a low combab efficlency,
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(5) Morale:

(2) Bocause of the lack of confimmed reports it is difficult
to acourately Judge the 95B Regimenmt's morale. Basing a judgement upon thoeir

®rbat aggressiveness,quality of troops,and status of supply it is believed
they have a low morale. i

(b) The district force canpanies arc bolieved to have average
morale based upon food supplies ond sparse activity.

(6) Counterattack: The use of countorattack hns never been used
by the above mentioned units. Their mission has been to harrass QL 1?2 and
4in Khee The nature of this mission prevents suvstained abttacks.

(7) Ammor: These wiits have not enployed armor in this AO,

(8) Special Wenpona: The RPG-7 and B-l0 have ofton beon used in
the enemy's harrassing offorts. At a short renge (50 -~ 100 meters) good
marksmanship has been displayed against vehiocla traffic. Hovraver, at o
longer distance (100 = 200 metors) the enemy has displayed poor markamone
shlp with muerous short rounds.

(9) Artillery: All of the aforementioned units have 60mm mortor

and B2mm mortor eapavility. They have shown a distinet lack of morksmon-
slﬁp.

bs HNature of terrain and weather conditions: AO Walker is centrally
loocated between the coastal. plains of Binh Dinh Province and the platenu aren
of Fleikus The are: is predominatcly hilly to mountainous with two major
valley compartments, the Song Con (Happy Vollay) and the Seng Bne The imme-
dlate area in the vicinity of An Khe to the Morthy East, and South is ehor-
acterized by rolling terrain. To the west it is more heavily vegetated with
mmerous gullies and deep ravines, To the north the terrain is generally
open and rolling, broken by several small hills approximately eight to ton
kilometers north of the comp itself. Behind these hills y the Song Ba River
cuts tho valley floor rumning west to east ond then turning to the samthoast.
Horth of this, her~vily vegetated and hilly terrain bepins and sontdnues un-
broken for 30 kilomoters, To the northeast and onst the terrain is generally
open and rolling with 2 large portion east of the Song Ba under oultivation
and populated by many small hamlets and villages, Where the orec is not wi-
der oultivation, 1t is densely vepetoted with low bushes, grass and troes not
nore than ten to fifteen feet high vhich apposrs from the air as being relae
tively clear but in fact 4s dense enough to inkibit cross oountry movement
and i3 intersected with numerous trails, This terrain contimues for approxi-
mntely threo to four kilemeters where it onters dengely vegetated and hilly
terrain vhieh drops off sheiply into the Song Con Valley.” To the southeast,
south, and sonthuest the terrain is open and rolling for tuo kilomotors on
tho soubhoast oxtending to five kilometers on the southwest. Thereaftor the
torrain extending out to and past the boundarics of tho A0 beoomos Iilly and

hoavily ferested with mony steep rovines and small valleys which run generoally

to the southwest ond from east to west, thus placing a geries of high hills
ond mountains between this area and the Song Ba Valley. The Song Ba Rivor

which ontors the A0 from the extrame nortiwest of the AO bends book so that
1t éonters and exite Camp Radeliff, At 4ts exit from the camp, it bends fur-

ther baok untdl it flows 4n a west—southwestirlE d;lrection md exits the AO
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In the southwost cormer. To the west the terrnin iz hilly, beooming mountain-
ous on the extrome westorn boundary of tho AO. The vegetation in this aroa
1y densey becoming hecvier and thicker in the extrome western arche Mo
farther to the northuest, thg terrain hecomes extremely ruggod and hilly with
glopes normally excceding i~ and with decp cut stremms and valleys. The fy
nortinrest part of tho A0 extonds about twenty kilomoters, farther north than
the rest of the AC, It is bordered on the right, generally by the Song Ba
Rivore Tho reast of the panhandle congists of extremaly rugged Bo Nom hill
magssese The entire area is seporated by hill masses of varying sizes, stoop-
1y gleoped ond in most erses, covered with heavy tropleal wvegetation, The

area iz innocesslble, however considorable cultivation of this aren 1z notico-
able from the air. Throughout the A0, the droainage is gonerally north to
south. The weather conditions for this reporting period has been olear sidos
with average torperature of JC - 90 dogreos and occasional thunder atorma.

¢. MI Agencies: The Military Intelligencq angencies within our AO are

alunys rolaylng information to us of intelligence volue, Many times plons =
and decisions are changed because of intellipence gathered from agencios of wr
this trpee The ngencies that we roceive information from are tho 172d MI, oo
the 525 MI, ond MACV, When 1% is possible, the avoa of a partioular agent ] e
roport i3 cheoked outs The relinbility of these agent reports is considered =R
0‘30 e < (3
o |7 L,
de Enemy personnel and equipment losses for period: % j %‘]
R =R
R
6 5 0 0  October 1968 )
17 2 1 2 Movember 1968
12 o} 3 1 Docember 1968

lie Personnel and Adrinistration:

Qe S'bmngt he

huthordzed Assigned (1. Oet 68) Assipgned (31 Dec 6°)
(1) ™ 865 929 868
OFF ho L2 33
Wo 2 1 2
(2) EE ooT NOV DEC TOTAL
~ Galns 61 58 30 19
Hosp Rins 19 1A 3 38
KA / / / /
Wik 2 6 3 11
NBD / / g /
iz 1 / / / /




oCT NOV DEG TOTAL

(3) Go A
Gains 62 Lo 1 125
Hosp Rtns 9 10 10 37
KA / / / /!
WIA 0 3 1 4
NBD / / / /
NBW 0 1 0 1
(L) Go B
Gaing 75 I 18 134
Hosp Rtne 21 . 9 1 37 =
KHA 0 1 1 2 e
WHA 0 15 16 k11 | & oo
NBD / / / / PR 2
o {Z in
BW 0 0 1 1 ! o 1
“ leom
(8) GoC I :l
Gains 65 L9 2l 138 !F;; -
Rosp Rtns Iy kL 1 9 L_-ﬁ—-i
KHA / / / /
A / 11 / 1
NBD 0 1 1 2
NBY 3 3 1 7
(6) Co D
Gains 20 18 17 55
Hosp Rins 6 3 ke 13
THA / / / /
WIA 1 2 1 l
18D / / / /
NBd 1 0 0 1
(7) Battalion: o TOTAL
Gaina 601
llosp Rtns 13h
KHA 2
WHA 61
¥BD 2

u -CONFHDENTIAL 1




: OCT MOV  DEL
(8) Company Art 15 23 21 13

Battalion Art 15 7 1 3
Court Martial 6 1 5

(9) 'The Battalion is short certain Military Ocoupation Special-
ties, in particular, medies, mechanies, and qualified truck drivers. At this
time, the Battalion i3 also short eeven officers. ‘

bs In order to eliminate a rotational hump present witldn the Battalion
for the month of May 1969, an infusion program waa scheduled for the latter
part of December 1968. Due to the response of the soldiers of the Battollon,
70 extonsions were obtained into the months of June, July, ond August there-
by eliminating the need for a disruptive infusion.

0. During the reporting period, mombers of this Battallon,were awarded
8 Bronze Stars for Valor, 2 Army Coumendation Medals for Valer, li2 Bronze
Stars for Meritorious Service, and 62 Arty Cormendation Medals for Meritori-
ous Service, Also, there uvere 63 Air Medals and 75 Purple Hearts awarded.

de Since moving closer to the Bripade's rear section, administration
and cooperatlon between the two lovels have greatly improved. Quioker action
can be taken on immodiate problems and quostions concerndng routine matiers
can bo angvered without the time delay normally associated with a writien re-
forral.

5. Logistics:

as, Supplys During the period 1 October to 31 Docember 1968, the Batta~
lion contimied to requisition major items of cquipment from the 58th Field
Depot in Qui Nhon. During this period the Battaiion also receivod & fow ma-
jor items as well as minor items from the 1734 Spt Bn BSO, The Bottalion
still hos on individual located at the 58th Field Depob on o permanont brsis
to help in expediting cquipment to the unit. As of 31 Decembery, the orgoniza-
tion wos short the following items: |} each M125A1 Mortar Carrlors, 2 each
M5h8 Cargo Oorricrs, 1 esch M.32A1 Flame Track, 30 cach Machine Oung Caliber
50 M-2, 2 each llortnrs BLim, 6 cach Radio Scta AN/VRC-LG, 10 cach Radio Sets
MI/VRG-I,I,?, 12 ench Radio Scts Al/PRC-25, 9 each Truck Utility % ton. The
Battalion is also still currentl: short 2 Mine Detectors, airmobile, 18 com-
passes M2, and 14O compasses, Lensatic.

be Transportation:

(1) During the period 1 Octobsr to 31 Deccrber 1968 the transporta-

tion section continued to support clements of the Battalion with transporta-
tion and fuol.

(2) Cargo vehicles being utilized as POL transports iere modificd
cnd equipped with new engines to provide the ndditional capability of distant
fuel sproying. Additional vehicles vere converted to FOL vehiocles to facili-
tate the accomplisimerit of the commitments on the perimeter, Camp Redeliff,
and the defoliation mission to the north and south along QL 19. Primary dif-
ficulty cncovntered wne in gotting o sufficient amount of 600 gollon pods from
whdoh to pump and epray and pods for refueling vehicles. The authorized
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amowunt of pods are’on hand"but seversl are unserviceable. Support unit will
not elassify pods unserviceable, and they therefore cannot be turned in. Ve
have been informed that repair kits are all that 1s needed to repolr tho pods.
These ld.ts are supposedly on order by the 560th Light Mrintenance Gompany.

(3) Adr transportation of supplies for the Battalion and units un-
dor its operational control for th> period wore as follows:

(a) Ootober: 30 rosupply soxrties
5 backlogs

(b) Hovember: 85 Resupply sorties
21 beoeklogs
2 emergency resupply missions (class V)

(c) Decambert 2 resupply sortles

e During the past quarter the Battalion Maintenonoe ohanged tho PLL
from Batinlion control to company level, thercby suthorizing a larger PLI,
At the end of the period the PLL percontage of £i1l 1s 61%, The Mainton-
ance platoon also constructed a wash polnt in order to keop the wehicles
cleaner and eliminating the need to leave the Battzlion area to be wmshed,

de Mediocal:

(1) The primary health problem in the battalion, accountdng for most
days lost from fiecld duty, has boen malarin., There are gratifying tronds in
the malaria rate. These have been accomplished through enforcement of person-
al. protective measures and oral malaria prophylaxis, Responsibility for ma-
larla ocontrol has been emphasized at unit levels It i3 felt that the single
greatest faotor in motivoting unit leoders to emphagizo oral molardia proply-
laxds hos been weckly chloroguine urine testings This function has beon to-
tally assumed by the battalion medioal platoon. Tt 1s anticipated that urine
surveya will be expanded following inttial familiardzation of the medical plaw
toon with the test.

(2) Sanitation in the battalion area is enforeed by weekly sanitation
Inspestions by the medical platoon. Tt is felt that sardtation in the batta-
lion area is at an acceptable level.

- (3) Venereal dtseass continues to be a health problem, elthough &o-
aou¥ing for g negligible number of dubty days lost, The oormonest venereal

digease iy gonorrhea, Of particular note is the discovery of 2 oases of pri-
mary Syphilis in the battalion in Desember. In both instances, oontacts wore
identified and treated. It 19 felt that ths incidense of syphilis in the An
Ehe aren 5 #t111 at a low level. Other lossl health faoilities at Camp Rad-
oliff have not seen oases of syphilis in recent months, Continued emphasis

gn treatment of sontacts will hopefully contimue to keep disease st low inci~
ence.

(4) Testing of Chlorino rogidual. of the water consumed in the batba-

licn area hag been assumed by the medical platoon on a weekly basis. No une
aoseptable chlorine levels have as yet been digvovered,
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(5) Marijuana smoldng has continued to represent a threat to combat
preparedness and offectiveness of the battalion, Leotures have Leen designed
b0 aoquaint each newly arrived member of the battalion with the hazards of
mardjuana oconsumption as 1t concerns the goldler,

* (6) The medical platoon has beon intimately invelved in MEDCAP agti.
vities, coordinating wvith the S.% and MATS unlts of thls battalion, . The battoe
lon surgeon and & canploment of medics have ascompardod almost every MEDCAP
program oonducted during the past quarter,

(7) The mmber of permanent and temporary profiles in the battalion
area has been reduced by approximately 50% in the past quarter.

(8) In an effort to provide medical care as far forward as poszible,
slak 0all has been instituted dadly at LZ Schueller, A well equipped dispen-
8axy has been set up there,

(9) The shortage of manpower In the medical platoon representa a pe-
tentially serious compromiso of medical earc for the soldier &n tho field.
Field units are seriously understaffed with medies, Due to the low level of
onamy oonbact during the past quarter, the field units have beon provided ade-
quate modical ecare by the meager resources of the medical platoon, If signi~

(10} In surmary, it is folt that the health status of the battalim
19 presently at the highest level of amy point in the year,

6. Civig Aotion and Pgyohological Oporatieons:

2 Durdng the period covercd by this report, a coordinsted plan of civie
actlon s inltiated and carriod out by this commands Due to the fact that
AO Walker covors more than one third of Binh Dinh Province ono meneuver batta~
lion eould not adequately conduct civic action activities, With the battal on

being based at Camp Radeliff RV, the 85 drew up a plan to make moxdmum use of
all military sources on Camp Radcliff.

(1) Units undor dircction of this command began oivie action projects
on 13 Ootobar 1968 in the following areas:

(2) T Thuy - BRY9S3, h956; 5253; 5256; 173d Spt Pn,
{(b) Cuu An - BRS29D, 5253, 5650, 5653, 2-17th Arty.
(6} An Kirh - BRS0L3, 5050, 52[18:, 5250, 50l4th MP Dn,
(d) Song An - BRS2US, 527, 5743, S7l7, O-26th Aviy,
(e) Tan Oy - BROUL, Loks, Wik, WS, 5224 Arty,
(£} An Son ~ BR)2, lgi,d,_, ;allgz,; ldd;h.; 6~8hth Arty,
(g) Song Tan - BRU2UO, h2h?, 16ho, L6h2,
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(h) ™ Luowng - BRLOLO, hok2, hoho, hali.
(1) A.n khe - BBhShl, hShhp 501}1, 50)41!-

(3) A1 other units were used in general support of all oivie
actlon programs, "

(2) During the reporting poriod units in the assigned nroas were cone
oexrnod primaxdly with weekly MEDCAFS s howewver Instructlons in sanitationy ir-
rigation, road work and general conshtruction projects were gonducted. A to-
tal of 52 MEDCAPS were run during the reporting period in A0 Walkor under di-

rection of this command, with approximately 2,330 Vietnamose civilians being
treated,

(3) The largest commuity relations project conducted in AO Welkor
durdng the reporbing period was the oonstruction of a market place for the An
Tuc Districts This project is the pinnacic of S5 sctivities beoause it ini-
tlated solf help projects in AO Walker., With only supervigory and logistical
holp (600 bags of cement, tin roofing 100 shaots) the Vietnamode of tho An Tue )
DMistrict havo built an attractive and sanitary market plage which suffioe the
neods of the people of An Tug,

(4) Since 18 September 1968 the S5 has worked closely with the An Tue
Farmers Cooperative. This is another self help project and the only one of its
type in all of Binh Dinh Province. The S5 hns scordinated needed transporta-
tlon and supervisory aid within the cooperntive, This ocooperatlve is nov sell-

ing vepetables to the Vietnamese populace and US installations fram FleoiXu to
Qui Nhon,

be Pgychological operations conducted in AQ Walker during the reporting

poriod have been tirofoldy Chieu Hol Leaflet and Loudspecker missions and volun-
teer informants progrom,

(1) Ohicu loi loaflot and loudspeaker missions have been oloscly coor-
dinated between the S2 and S5 officers of this battalion, An vhich a weekly
achedule is drawn up to cover arecas in which intelligence indlcates enerny movo-
ments Twenty five Chieu Hoi missions vere run during the reporting period, 20
by the 8th Psyops Group and 5 missions by aircraft in direot supvort of this
battallon, . These missions have resulted in 2 VO Chieu Hois.

(2) Volunteor informant Lloaflets were distributed by moneuver oompanics
along QL 19 4o villagers and woodeuttors in the vieintty of Bridges and Strong
Pointss These leaflets were also distributed by Haukeye airoraft in dengely

popuiated arens and along QL 19, Primcry use of VIP loaflets wasg to gain in-

formation of impending attacks on QL 19, Results of this aotivity have resuli-
ed in tho following information and equipnent:

(a) An American assault boat loocation - 1,000 plasters.
(b) A mortar site position - 1,000 plasters.

{c) 4 box of LOmn ammunition = 1,000 piasters.
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Personnol.

Jtemt Persomel Rotaotion.

Discusslont A records chock of all porsommel in the battalion indioated that
213 persomnel will rotate out of the battalion in Moy 1969, In August 1968,
the battalion expericnced a similarly large rotation which resulbted in signi-
fioant loss of operating ability and severo sdministrative problens in replao-
ing the lost manpower, Previous infusion programs in Morch and lay 1968 did
not alleviate the large rotational Inmp in Augnst.

Cbgervation: Manpover losses duc to rotation of over 150 personnel per month
cnnot be cfficiently handled by the battalion. dAn infusion program has beoen
inttiated to allovinte the projeoted losses of May 1969, In addition, an in-~
i‘uzion program will be initiated to alleviate rotational losses for August
1969, '

@ 2
Ttemt HMHon~Battle Losses,. i%H =
Discussion: In September and carly October the battalion experiensed mumorous "'; :é g
non-battle losses to accidental injuries and mnlaria, Non-battle sasualties - > &
and malaria losses reduce foxhole or ighting strengbhs, Past experience shows | & o =
that these losses can be controlled by stringent and effective eammand moasaires. ; é a3
SIS
Obsarvation: An active accident prevention and malaria prophylaxls program | fih (2o
ocn gipnificantly reduce these non~bottle cosuslties. L__ﬁi",__j

Ttem: Profiles

Dlgcussiont Aftor comparing records on profile from the madiesl platoon with
81 reoords, it was discovered that there was a lorge diserepancys The 51 had
racorded more profiles than could be substantiated on tho health oharts.

Obaervation: Profiles should be meintained as an administrative function of
the medical platoon. However, closc coordination still should be maintained
by the companies, medical platoon, and S1,

Operations
Item: Minesweaping

Discussiont It has been noticed that even though the entire length of QL 19
through AD Walker is well paved, this docs not restrict mining incidents on
the shoulders and turn off points along the higleroye Both mamal and elec-
tromle mine sweeping oapabilities hove been uscd along likely mining areas,
This type of apparatus must be augmented by careful visual checks abt all times.

Observation: Employ mine detection devices of any availoble by-pass vhen-

ever the berrain/situation pewmits such mining by enaryy foroes. Do not wait
to discover the first one too late,

_CONEIDENTIAL



Itemt Manning the Strong Points

Discussion: The constont manning of partiewlar Strong Points during the on-
tire day Tesults in inattentien on the part of the individual ocoupying the
- Strong Point dus to the Iimited retivity, and also results in o pattern be-
ing est~blished, By howving the vohiclos occupying the Strong Points rotate
ab random times throughout the day bthe pattern is broken, It also oreates
aotivity along the road and keops the track ereus alert,

Observationt That maxdisnm effort will continually be made to prevent ereate
INg 2 Pattorn while stiil keeping US troops alert in the porformanoe of thelir
mission,

Eten:  Obtalning Clearance for Artillery Fire

Discussion: Present regulations prohibit the firing of DEFCOMS vithin 600
meters oi friendly troops unless the troops are actually in oontoot,

Observation: Obsorved fire may be brought in to any requested distamee upon
tho approval of the unit, eormander, Thig is to be reserved for sltuationg
where friendlios are believed to be in irtiinent danger,

Itam: Coordination with ARVH, RF/PF, NPFF Units,

Discugsion: There existed doubts as to the thorcughness of the extracting of
intelligenoe matter during cordon operations conducted on nearby villages by
WS troops due to lack of knowledge of the lenguoge and customs. The utilisa-
tion of ARVH intelligence teams and PPFF have greatly inoreased the intclld-
gonoe gathering effectiveness of U3 troops. The Vietnanese troops actunlly
orry on the search with US troops broviding the security.

Obgervation: Careful coordination g th ARVH, RF/PF, NPFF units should be an-
courageds Only by doing so, can the US forces axploit their value oamplotely,

Itams Reinforcing Bridges at Might

Disoussiont The APCs that reinforce the bridges at night are instructed to be
in position before darle, AMthough 2 APCs on 29 Docembor 1968 left for the bri-
dge that they were to reinforce in sufficiont time to reach tho bridge before
daxity one broke down, Due to this delay the AFCs vere sti1l on QL 19 just pri-
or to darkmess resulting in one APC being hit by a Bwl0 rocket and reaction
during availabloe daylight restricted,

Observationt Certain bridges will be "beefod up" as a nomal status making
it unngoessary to reinforce them at night with A¥MCs,

Intelligence

Item: Snoopy Missions

- Sy

Disoussiont Snoopy miassions are nomally flowm with 2 slicks and 2 gunships,
If many hot Spots are found, only limited ordnance can be put on eagh target.
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Observationt Flying Snoopy with D/2-1 Aly Cav, when they are attashed, enahles

more ordnansce {o be amployed on hot spots.

Itent: Safe Combination Bresking While Safe is Closed

Diatussion: The safe containing classified documents bocaite inoperable while
looked due to a faulty combinotion.mechanism. Documents in the top -drawer
werc in danger of being burnt when the top drawer was torched in opening the
aafe.

Observation: Floce the lowest level classified and least importand documents
in the top drawer. If the combination mechanism becomes inoperable while

olosed and has to be torched, the most important documents will not be in dan-

ger,

Ibani: LRP Insertlon and Extraction

Disoussion: For geveral days due to inclement weather, which grounded air—
eraft, I teams could not be erployed,

Obgervation: In periods of prolonged bad weathery IRP teams will be given
AOs vhere they oan be inserted and oxtracted by track vehicle (AFO ML13), or

on foot,
Others

Item: Loudspeaker mission

Digougsion: Loudspesker missions within AO Walker thrb were oonducted with
the uae of 1,000 watt speakers in helicopters were evnluated as fair or in-
effective, When helicopters fly at 1,500 feet, the message oamot be under-
stood on the ground,

Obsorvatdon: This command 43 now using aircraft from the 8th Psyops Growp

which have been evaluated as effective due to their ability to glive complote
coverage to areas requested.

Iten: Civio Aetion

Digoussion: Progroms of thls nature must be 2 coordinated effort Ly all com-

mands at  an installation such as Camp Radeliff, It wag noted by thia command

that all civic action projects in the An Tue District were being centralized
completely in the eity of fin Tue with little or no support to the outlying
areas of the district,

Obgervation: A oocordinated progrom has been established by this bottalion

through the Installation Coordinator to moke masxcimum utilization of all roe
gourcega at Canp Radeliff,

Lhan: Hadio Shortages

Disousgion: The battalion is short a total of 28 RT-52Lis and RT-505s, If tho
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trend continues this fipgure will increase, Although there are onocugh radies
on hand to perform the mission, therc nre not sufficient on hand for a baclk
ups Consequently a radio counot bo taken out of service for praventative
mainbenanco as long as they are opcraticnal,

Observationt The Signid Officer is currently ctbomptiag to assemble a sip-
nal float consisting of 2 - 3 rodios each of NMI~52Ls ond RT-5058. Through
tho use of this float,radios requiring maintenance could be replaced while
the necessary naintenoance wag performed.

‘\ {1v e kl\j cr&p(a,&_,
"JAMES R, WOODALL

Major, Infantry
Commanding
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DEPARDMENT OF THE ARMY o By SmirA oate_laf_é__j

' - HEADQJ ARTERS
1ST BATTALION (MECHANIZED), 50TH INFANTRY
173D AIRBORNE BRIGADE
APO San Francisco 96250

AVBE~BE ‘ 9 Novembér 1968

{
SUBJECT: After-Action Report -~ Attack on Camp Radclifffy 30 Oct 68 |

: .

Commanding General
173d Atn Bde

AT AVBE-SC/MHD
AP0 96250

1. Genersl: A&t 300200 October 1968, Camp Radcliff came under a mortar

and sappers attack. The papper actions were confined to the 560th Main-
tenance Shop Area, the 58th Field Depot Storage Yard, the 86th Engineer
Operation A&rem, and the vicinity of Tower #l along the Greenline {BR448455) .
4n estimated five (5) or six (6) sappers were able to penetrate tho peri-
metor. Indications were thet they entered and exited from the same loca-
tion in the vicinity of Tower #.,

2. Sequence of Eventss

8. 0200 - Guards change on Tower #l, mortars and 5/A fire reported by
3d Provigional Company and the 504th MPs located at the main gate.

b. 0204 - Quick Strike TOC sounded alert to a1l on Camp Radeliff,

¢. 0215 - LZ Schueller reports under mortar attack, flare ship and
gunships on station vicinity of Tower #i, '

d, 07220 - Mortsr attack ceased,
e« 0230 ~ Reinforeing company preparcd to deploy.

f. 0240 - Reinforecing company in position in supplementary positions
at 3d Provisional Rifle Company.

g. 0335 - C0 1/50th reported large fire in the (HSAC area.

h. 0336 - Called for drmage assessment from gll tenant units on Comp
Rnadcliff,

i. 0505 - Quick Strike TOC terminnted alert with exception of QNSal
reinforeing compeny.
0620 - Reinforecing company released from 3d Provisional Rifle Co.

~0, TR 7 ; .
ONE Ly TSty DOWNGRADED AT 3 YR INTERVAL
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YRS
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After Action Report - Attnck on Camp Redcliff, 30 Oct 8 =~

k. 0700 - 411 units on Canp Radcliff began swecp of thoir aroas,

3, Cmsualties and Damages.

8.

b,

Casualtioess

(1)

(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

TO&E
(1)

(2)

(3)

(L)

Us - #a (11)

(a) 2 WHa 34 Provisional Rifle Compeny.

(b) 1 WHA 647th @},

{c) 2 WHA 15th &dmin Company (1lst Alr Cav Div R),

(d) 6 WHA R & R Detach {lst Air Cav Div R).

W ~ WA (1) 3d Provisional Rifle Company (Greenline Ouards).
US - KHA (1) 3d Provisional Rifls Company.

W - KHA {(2) 34 Provisionel Rifle Company. {Groenline Cuards).

Injured - Five (5) US personnel sustained injuries while moving
from their billets to the nvailable bunkers.

Property Damage or Losst

560th Maintenance Gompanys

each, Ton Trailer {Destroyed)
each, Ton Truck Van (Destroyed)
ench, 3/4 Ton Trailor (Destroyed)
each, 4dding Machine (Dostroyed)
anch, Shop Office (Dostroyed)
ench, Electric Shop (Dnamaged)
each, Maintensnce Shed {Damaged)

each, ZTon Truck Cargo {Destroyed)
1

Pt et fd fd el b P A

6,7th M Conmpenys
1 each, 2% Ton Cargo {Damaged)
PSAC ™MP Annex:

1 each, 37 passenger bus {Damaged)
1 each, 37 pasaenger bug (Destroyed)

58th Fleld Depot:

43,78/, Barrols MC 70 Asphalt (Destroyed)
1,923 Barrels Soil Binder (Destroyed)

7 &?P?*‘; 5.0




AVBE-BE 9 Nov 68
JIBJECT: After Action Report - Attack on Camp Radcliff, 30 Oct 68 (cont)

{5) 86th Engineer Detnchment:

1 ench, Carpenter Shop {Damnged)
1 ench, Vietnamese Labor Lounge (Damaged)
1 ench, Plumber Shop (Demaged)

(6) 1st 4ir Cav Div:
E (a) 15th Admin Areas
Building #1, #2, #3, #1, F-080, F-099, and X0's (Demaged)

(b) R&R 4reas

2 Buildings (Damaged)
{c) DBROS 4rens

1 Building (Destroyed)
{(d) Battalion dren:

Fidld Grade BOQ ~ 3 rooms (Danaged)

4e Diseussioni

a. By stenlth, an estimated squad of sappers managed to penetrate feur
(4) lanes of defensive wire in the aren of Tower #. They wers be-
lieved to have been enrrying explosive charges, RPG rockets, and &K-47
riflos. By an unknown prearranged signsl, they hit their targets and
Towor #1 simultancously. d4bout this time, approximately eighty (80)
ench 82mm mortar rounds started felling in the 504th MP area, 1st
Cav Div Renr, and the Qui Nhon Sub &rea Cormand (Provisionsl) arens,
covering the enany's withdrawal rwt-~. At thig time, the lighting

system at Tower #l was dostréysd by a RPG round.

b. Approximateoly twenty (20) minutcs before the attack was iritiated,
the 0IC, 3d Provisional Company, and NCOIC had been in the location of
Tower#l and tried toc return when the attack stnrted, btut were hin-
dered by mortsrs and 8/4 fire, Tower #l was in the process of
chnnging guards when hit, resulting in there being only one man in
the tower at the time. While trying to use the radio, he wes hit
by a FPG round and fell out of the tower. Thc sleeping area for
the tower was destroyed and the men inside were subjected to small
arms wounds as well as the explosion, One dmerican was wounded
while trying to reach the tower, latcor dying of wounds. Of the
other three personnel in the sleeping area, 2 Vietnamess were killoed
and cne sericugly wounded,

¢. 48 the reinforeing eompeny was moving into position, gunships were
firing into the area where mortar flashes had been spotted. Flare
ships were used at this time,

i
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LVBE-BE 4 Nov 68
SUBJECT: 4fter Action Report - 4ttack on Caap Radeliff, 30 Oct 68 (cont)

Word was also received at this time that LZ Schueller was under a mortar
attack in which they roceived approximately fifteen (15) each 82m
mortar rounds, all landing outside the perimeter. Negative dommge

was reported, One pantrol of the Short Range 4mbush Platoon, 1-50th

at an pmush site (BR348452) in the vicinity called in artillery fire
on tho enemy mortar position,

d.

The 2d Prov Reinforecing Co remained in position until daybresk whan the
34 Provigional Company conducted a sweep of the area. Findings re-
ported wero four (4) explosive charges with firing devices found in

the entry lmne, the cut vire wns confimmed, and from the locks of

the wire, a portion of the outer row of wire had been cut spproximately
two {2) wecks prior to the attack. Soveral empty AK-47 shell casings
were found in the vieinity of Tower #., a B-40 rocket within the 24
row of wire and, one undetonatod mortar round, 411 units on Crmp
Radeliff conducted sweeps in their areas with negstive findings reported

£3

5., OConclusicns

The sappers had cut a porticn of the wire approximately two (2) weeks
prior to the attack.

N

be The sappers were able to entcr Cmmp Radeliff without being detected.

The ssppers positioned thamselves so as tc damage all the targets at
the same time.

ds The anemy mortared LZ Schueller as a diversicnary attack.

c.

gy e
3
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The ecnemy used approximatcly eighty {80) each 82mm mortar rounds,
sitall arms fire, and approximately five (5) RPG rounds during the

attack and as cover to withdraw.

O

s/ 4&nthony J. Juliano
t/  ANTHONY J. JULLNO

HaJ, INF
S3
This is a true copy
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DEPLRTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQIARTERS
18T BATTALIOR (MEG{M‘IIZED), 50TH INFANTRY
173D AIR3ORNE BRIGADB
4PD San Francisco 96250

AVBE-BE 22 November 1968

SUBJEOT: Aftor acticn Report, Attack on Camp Radeliff, 11 Nov 68

Commaning Genersl
173d Aln Bde

ATTNs  AVBE-SG/MHD
APO 96250

1. &t 1115280 November, Camp Raccliff and the 4n Tue District Headquarters came
under a combined mortar and recoiless rifie attack., The enemy was reported to
have come into &n Tue the night before and held the ecivilians in their area

captive during the attack.

2. Sequence of Bvents:

a. 1528 — City of An Tue, District Headquarters MACV, dn Tuc Dispensery,
Bridge 20, the old market, and Comp Radcliff came under attack with mortars and

75m recoiless rifle fire.

b. 1532 - Alert sounded at Camp Radeliff.

c. 1532 -~ Hawkeye cn station,

d, 1533 - Quick Strike T0C deployed reaction element of B/1-50th to Bridge
20,

0. 1535 = D/2-1 Air Cav alerted, moved to orbit SE of #n Khe, recelved
A/W fire from BR490418.

f. 1538 - Mortar fire ceased,

g. 1540 = Artillery began firing coimter-mertar fires under direction of
Hawkeye. Upon cempletion, Hawkeye directed D/2-1 Adr Cav into the area.
h. 1547 - Roaction element arrived at Bridge 20.

1. 1605 -~ D/2-1 Alr Cav wes relieved by A/7-17th Cav. Hewkeye then moved
to chock area north cf 4n Khe.

j.

area wag obgeured by smoke from artillery fire.
spotted end taken under fire by 4 Huey-Cobras. One

took 2 hits,
DOWNGRADED AT 3 YR INTERVAL

/}/{//\/E‘)( /3 DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YRS,

1617 - Hawkeye spotted 2 mortar tubes in vieinity BR498418 although the
BEight personncl were also
Cobra from the 4/7-17th Oav
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SUBJECT: 4fter dction Ropert, Attack on Camp Racdcliff, 11 Nov 68

k. 1625 - 4/7-17th Cav insertad . an ldero-rifle platoon to check area at

BR,A98418, They found 6 expended reeciless rifle cases, 4 B-40 cases snd scme
NVA pieces of cloth, At 1730 hours they were extracted bgeause of weather and

¢losing darkness,
1, 1800 ~ Alert terminated by Quick Strike TOC.

AVBE-BE

3. Casualtlioes:
ge Friendly:
(1) 4 KHa W in &n Tuc
(2) 29 W4 W in 4n Tuc

b, BEnemys
(1) Xia -1
(2) WI& -~ unknown.

4. Dgmagess
a. &n Tue Dispensery (Damaged).

b. District Headquarters (Damaged).

c. 647th Qs 13,643 barrels POL, 5 tronsfer pumps, and assoclated pump
oquimment (Destroyed). "

5. Diacussions
a. DBrsed on intell gnthered by MACV from civiliens that in four (4)

days
loomtion (BRI59715) to the vicinity of &n Tue (BR495428) with the mission of

destroying the District Headquarters.

b. %hen the attack on tho District Headquarters started, 3 each 82m
mortars rounds snd one (1) 75m recoiless rifle round hit the dispensery end
ndjacont area, killing two (2) Vietnamese civiliens. JApproximately nine (9)
rounds impacted vicinity An Khe Market Place killing two (2) Vietnamese and

inflieting slight building damnge.
the roaction platoon from B/1-50th (M), loeated at LZ Schueller, deployed to

Bridge 20.

Ca
atation reporting contact with the enamy. While engaging them, the gunships

reported a fire in the POL storage aren of the 647th QM.

/e

elements of the Main Force Battalion (Gia Lia Prov) moved from thelr last

Upon recelving notification of the attack,

Monmants after the reaction cleanent reached Bridge 20, gunships were on
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SUBJECT: After Action Report, Attack on Camp Radcliff, 11 Nov 68 (econt)

d. The 647th QM area received av roximately twenty (20) of mixed 82mm
mortar and 75%mm recoiless rifle, starting a large fire, The District
Headmuarters received thirty to fority (30-40) #2mm morter rounds, some
impacting as close as one hundred (100) meters from Bridgae 20, _

e. At 1625, the ground troops of A/7-17th Cav were combgt assaulted
into the area east of the 48 grid line, discovering several blood tralls,
expended ammunition, tut no personndl,

f. The reaction elament, located at Bridge 18 where they had been deployed
to secure the convoy which had stopped there, reported a pipdline fire at
location BR505460,

g. The convoy started moving sgain at 1700 hrs with negetive incidents
being reported, Quick Strike TOC terminated the slert at 1800 hrs.

6. Conelusion:

a. The enamy was able to move a considerable distance within a short period
of time without our knowledge,

b, The eneamy mortared the 647th @1 area in an effort to conceal their real
objectivas, the District Headquarters, An Tuc Dispensary end An Tuc Market placq
(the latter two being American sponsored Activities),

c. The enemy used approximately €0 each 82nm mortar rounds, 10 eech 75mm
recoiless rifle rounds, and small arms to conduct their attack and withdrewsal.

FOR THE COMMANDER3

s/ Harry B Wilson
t/ HARRY B WILSON

1LT, Infentry
Adjutant
Thig 1s a true copy
OFFICIAL;
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQI ARTERS
15T BATTALION (I-i!";CE{ANIZEm), 50TH INFANTRY
173D ATRY:INE BRIGADE
AP0 8an Francisco 96250

AVEBE~BE “ 19 November 1968

QUBJECTs After Action Report — Attack on Cemp Radcliff, 12 Nov 68

Commanding General
1734 An Bde

ATTN: AVBE-SC/MHD
AP0 96250

1. Goneral: 4t 122200 November 1968, Camp Radcliff came under morter and
sappor attack. An schbimated 5 sappers were seen in the viecinity of 4 Battery
(Rear) 2/17th &rty just prior to the landing of the first mortar roands on
Camp Radcliff. Bxplosive charges were implaced in the & Battery ares which

resulted in considersble damage to weapons and equipment.
2. Sequence of Events:

a. 2200 -~ Arty informed 1/50th T0C of incoming mortar rounds in northern
portion of Camp Radcliff.

b. 2204 - General Alert sounded to all units in Cemp Radeliff.

¢. 2205 - 4 Battery (Rear) 2/17th Arty reports that Battery is unable to
fire at this time due to explosions in vicinity of equimment and ammunition.
4.2 mortars at Camp Radeliff and B Battery 2/17th arty (L2 Schueller) began

firing counter-mortar targets for Camp Radcliff.
d. 2210 - Mortar positions were sighted from towers at BR4LEOSLO, L46496,
and A71501,

o, 2245 — 411 incoming mortars ceased. Spooky on station, Camp Radcliff,

£, 2305 - Tower 10, Greenline reported receiving S/4 fire, R/300, 424200,
BRA/BAB2.
g, 2308 - Tower 6, Greenline reported lights BR438482.

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YELR INTELVALS
DBECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YBARS
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' AVBE-BE i9 November 1968

SUBJECT: After Action Report - 4%tack on Camp Radcliff, 12 Nov 68 (cont)

h, 2310 - 2/17th 4rty repor’zd ~% iine of initial mortar attack persennel
noar gun pogitions of & Battery iXun) snw 5 individuals in lgin eloths throw
explosive charges at targets in 2/i7th Arty arer. These personnel were later
seen rumning towsrd Hon Cong mountsin, ” .

3. Cnsualties nnd Damagest
a. Camunltiest
(1) Us -rHaA (1), 2/1 Air Cav.
(2) uUs - wHa (18),
(a) 3 WH4, 15th Adnin Co.
(b) 1 WHA, 15th Replacamont Det.
(¢) 2 WHA, R & R and Transit,
(d) 3 WA, A Battery 2/17th arty.
(e) 9 WA, D Trp, 2/1 Mr Cav.
b, Damages:
(1) oOne (1) 105m Howitzer - destroyed,
(2) One (1) 105mm Howitzer — damnmged,
{3) Two (2} UHIH Helicopters - moderate dsmage.
{4y six (6) LOH Helicopters - light damage,
(5) One (1) Huey~Cobra ~ light damage.
{(6) One (1) M15141 ~ destroyed.
4. Discussions

a, At 122200 Novaember 1968, 4-5 sappers dressed in loin cloths were seem
running from the vicinity of the A Battory (Rear) 2/17th Arty heading for Hon
Cong mountsin. This activity was observed rt the ssme time the more northorn
portion of Camp Radeliff (vicinity D-2/1 Gav) was being mortered. How long
the sappers had been inside the perimeter of Camp Rndeliff, and exactly vhere

entrance was mads ig still unknown,

b, The purpose of the attack appeared to dwmege or destroy the Howlizer
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of A4 Battery (Renr) 2/17th Arty and the sircroft of D Trp 2/1 Air Cav., This
mission was tampornrily scecomplizhed with the total destruction of one (1)
10%mm Howitzer and damnage to ano*i~r. “he explosion of en nmmmnition storage
pren in the imediate vieinity or = u iiory added to the disruption of
counter-mortar fires from 4 Battooys.

¢, With the scquisition of additional guns and ammnition, A Battery (Rear)
resume’ fire approximately 2245 hours.

d. It is believed that the 120 - 130 roundes of mortar that hit within
Camp Radcliff merved a duel purpose of distraction and destruction so asg to
permit sapper activity in the artillory Battery area,

o, Searches have been, and are continuing to be conducted for sappers
that may possibly still be within the confines of Camp Radeliff,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

s/ Harry B. Wilson
+/ HARRY B. WILSON

1LT, INF
Adjutant
This 13 a true copy
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
.. HEADQJ ARTERS
1ST BATTALION (MECHANIZED), 50TH INFANTRY
173D ATRBORNE BRIGADE
APO San Francisco 96250

AVBE-BE . 26 December 1968

SIBJECT: 4fter Action Report — &ttack on Camp Raddliff, 18 Dec 68

Commanding General
1733 Abn Bde

ATTN: AVBE~-SCAMD
APO 96250

1. Ceneral: A&t 180115Dact8 Camp Radeliff took an estimated 21 82mm
mortar rounds., All the rounds landed in vicinity of 3d Provisional Rifle
Company's area. The attack was a stand off attack of short duration that
wag over within four (4) minutes,

2. Sequence of Bventss

a. 0115 - 3d Provisional Rifle Company informed Quick Strike T0C that
they were receiving incoming mortar rounds.

b. 0116 - Counter mortar was fired on the suspected mortar pesition
and previous employed mortar positions in vicinity of the suspected posi~
tion,

¢. 0117 - Gun and flareships were alerted to go eirborme on order.,

d. 0117 - 3d Provisional Rifle Company reported no incaming at this
time,

3., Casualties and Damagess:

. Casualties: US - WL 06). pERLASSIFIED
£.0, 11652, Sec 3 (E) and B (D) M__(?_)_ .
""""""""#""ﬁ”’@@_

"""""" g i, Bals_‘l’l_ Eh -
(2) 3 WHA - 89th Finance. By G DA

(1) 10 WHa - 304th B&S,

(3) 3 WHa ~ 593 GSP.
b, Damagess Visable damage as of 241400Dect8,
(1) One (1) 5,000 gallon water tenk had severs) holes.

(2) Minor damages to five (5) billets and one (1) mese hall.

mnmmk DOWIGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS,
< - DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
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AVBE-BE el = HFENFAl

SIBJECTs After Action Report (cont)

4e DiBcussiont

a. The attack on Camp Radcliff amppeared to be en harrassing attack,
No attempt was mnde by ground troops or ssppers to panetrdte the G:_'e_gnl:lne.

b The quick reaction time of the artillery and 4.2 mortar section in
firing counter-mortar prohibited the enemy from contimuing his attack,

¢. The PMI was .05 during the period of the attack.

d. The area of the suspected mortar site was swept by elements of the
3d Provisional Rifle Company. The suspected position was confirmed as the
actual morter position, Since there are many trails in the srea, the
ancmy's direction of retreat could not be determined.

|

E]‘E‘G \'*\51' 1
b QAN Aizgny
(1314183

FOR THE COMMANDER:

3

s/ Cerl L. Mesainger
t/ CARL L. MESSINGER

1LT, ARMOR
Adjutent

306G

This is a true copy
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADJJARTERS
15T BATTALION (MEG‘L&NIZED), 50TH INFANTRY
177D AZPBOINE BRLGADR
AP0 gen Troacisce G5250

AVBE-BE * 30 December 1968

SIBIECT: d4fter Action Repnct - Alba-k on Cammp Radeliff, 22 - 23 Dec 68

Commanding General
1734 aAirborne Brigade
ATTN:  AVBE-SC/MHD

APO 96250
& oo

1. Qenerals &t 222253Dect? Camp Radcliff received a sapper attack. d4n =R
estimated 5 sappers attacked the 1st Cav B&R Center with satchel charges 2 1€ .
and Bo40s. At 230130Dect8 Ceup Radcliff came under n mortar attack. Six- a1
teen (16) minutes later L2 Schueller received a mortar attack. Camp Rad- T = m
cliff received tem (10) 82m mortar rounds while LZ Schueller received 15~ gl o B
20 82m mortar rounds, I; —

| 2, ]

L&
2. Bequence of Eventass -

g. 222253DocbB: 2-17th Artillery &{Rear) reported hearing sn explo-
sion, Sounded their Battallon alert. Battalion S0P requires the sounding
of alert siren when a mortsr attack is suspected to be oceuring.

b, 222320Dect8s 1st Cav reported 6 buildiggs in R&R Centar had 12
sntohel charges placed in tham, The mess hall in the R&R Center wad hit
by a B~40, 1st Cov reported seven (7) US wounded tut not serious.

c. 2223 Docb8s Ready reaction force (Scouts) notified.

d. 222334Decé8: lst Cav reported RXR Center receiving S/A fire, pos-
sgibly AK~-47 fram Hon Cong Mountain,

6., 222336DecbB8: 504th MPs reported one of their patrols was recoiving
8/4 fire near Cav R&R Center,

f. 222343Decb8: D/2-1 Cav dero Rifle Platoon reported ready to go.
g. 222350Decé8: Scout Platoon/1-50th reported rendy to go.

222351Docb8:  lat Cav spotted movement at base Hon Cong. Engaging

h,
with s/ . Iliumination being fired.

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS,
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
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AVBB-BE
QUBJECT: After Action Report, dttack on Camp Radeliff (eont)
4. 230003Decé8: "Cocked Hat" in effect at this time.
ke 230003Dect8: Scout Platoon ccmmitted to area of R&R Center,
1. 230046Decé8t Activity near Hon Cong and R&R Center cemsed, - Scouts
remgined in the vicinity.
M. 230130DecéSs 2-17th arty reported hearing explosion to their north,

ne 230134DecéB8s 2-17f% Arty reportod shooting a1l counter-mortar
targets.

0. 230135Decé8s 1st Provisional Rifle Co reported receiving approxi-—
mately 10 incoming mortar rounds, (BR450491)

pe  230145Dect8s 4~60th Arty reported receiving 1 unknown mortar round.
Three (3} US wounded,

Qe 230146Doc68: B/1-50th reported L2 Schueller receiving en unknown
punber of sn unknown type of moritar rounds. Rounds landed outside of peri-
meter,

r. 230203Decé8: B/1-50th reporta approximately 15-20 82mm nortar
1('mmds)fired at LZ Schueller, 2 lended inside perimeter. 2 casualties
minor).

8, 230212Dec68: 1st Prov reported Tower 14 received sniper fire from
rogr., OChecking it out gt this time.

t, 230215Dec68: A1l enemy activity ceasod,
3, Casualties end Damagess
a. Casualtloes:
(1) US - Wi 17, 1st Cav.
(2) US . WA 3, 4-60th Arty,
b. Damages (as of 28 Decjs 1st Cav mess hall, light damage.
4e Discussiont
a. The sappers ceme from and returned to Hon Cong mountain. Bxten-
sive patrolling and Hawk operations on Hon Cong efter the gttack indlicate
thet the sappers ars probably not within the compound at this time,
b, The sapper and mortar attacks appeared to be poorly coordinated.

This indicates either a lack of commmications between the two elements or
that the originsl plans were thwarted.




AVBE--BE
SURJECT: &fter Action Report — Attack on Cemp Radeliff (cont)

c. The quick reaction of the counter-mortsr radar in plotting the loca-
tion from which the enemy's mortar was firing enabled artillsry to fire
counter-mortar fires with a minirum of delay. This quiek reaction prohi-
bited the eneny from firing more than 10 rounds.

d. The mortar attacks on Camp Radecilff and L2 Schualler were well co-
ordinated. The mortar rounds were firod at LZ Schusller when there would
be meximn activity due to firing counter-mortar for Comp Radeliff,

8., JArtillery S-2 plotted the enemy mortar position at BRLL6495. ©One
round impacted in 4~60th Arty area (BR457487), three (3) impacted in 5-224
drty area (BRL57486), and en ogtinated six (65 impacted behind Tower 13
(BR,57488-9)

>
FOR THE COMMANDERs o o
i§ 3
/ Carl L. Messinger 2 < &
a d [] =1=] - ‘—"i
by GARL 1. MESSINGER o i =
LT, ARMOR e
4djutant E_ =
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