
 

 
Howard Clayton Bell 

"B" Company, 8th Engineer Battalion (Known in Vietnam as the "Skybeavers") 
Working with ”D” Company, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry 

Specialist 4th Class, E4, Posthumous Promotion to SGT, RA549640118, MOS 12B20  
Home of Record: Long Beach, CA  

Date of Birth: December 31, 1946, Age at time of loss: 21, Married  
1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile), Binh Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam  

Start of Tour: November 24, 1967, Date of Casualty: February 14, 1968, Days in Country: 82  
Casualty Type A1, MFW, Panel 39E - Row 028 

 
 
Sergeant Bell was working with "D" Company in 
search & Clear operations near the Nui Mieu 
Mountains along the South China Seacoast of Binh 
Dinh Province. Bell was an Engineer Specialist in 
EOD from the 1st Cavalry Division's 8th Engineers.  
At approximately 9 AM the Armored Personnel 
Carrier on which Howard Bell road hit a pressure 
detonated land mine, resulting in his death.  3 others 
were wounded, one from fragmentation as a result 
of the blast and two suffered concussions. 
 
Former "D" Company Medic, Robert Melendez, 
witnessed the event that day and so informed the 
Association.  
 
Since SGT Bell gave his life while directly under the 
Operational Control of "D" Company, 1st Battalion 
(Mechanized), 50th Infantry, our Veteran's Association has voted (Unanimously) to 
have his name added to our Memorial at Fort Benning, Georgia. The official addition 
of Bell and 6 others took place during the 2011 Reunion. Pictured below are Robert 
Melendez and members of Bell’s family who attended the dedication ceremony at Fort 
Benning, Georgia. 
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SGT Howard Bell is buried at Mountain View Cemetery in Oakland, CA., just a few miles from the spot where 
the 50th Infantry departed the United States aboard the Troop Ship, USS General John Pope (AP-110), headed 
for Vietnam in 1967. 

          
 
A Map of the location of the incident which claimed Howard Bell's life is shown on the following page. This area 
was the scene of several serious land mine incidents experience by the 50th Infantry in 1967 and 1968.  
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HOWARD BELL'S AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 

 
 

 
HQ 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile)                                                      20 March 1967                                                                               
General Orders Number 1698 

 
For distinguishing himself by outstanding meritorious service in connection 
with ground operations against a hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam 
during the period November 1967 to February 1968.  Through his untiring 
efforts and professional ability, he consistently obtained outstanding 
results.  He was quick to grasp the implications of new problems with which 
he was faced as a result of the ever-changing situations inherent in the 
counterinsurgency operation and to find ways and means to solve those 
problems.  The energetic application of this extensive knowledge has 
materially contributed to the efforts of the United States mission to the 
Republic of Vietnam to assist that country in ridding itself of the communist 
threat to its freedom. His initiative, zeal, sound judgment and devotion to 
duty have been in the highest tradition of the United States Army and reflect 
great credit on him and on the military service. 

 

 

                           
     Bronze           Air           Purple       National      Vietnam      Vietnam      
       Star           Medal         Heart         Defense      Service      Campaign    

          

 


