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Douglas Brown 
1st Platoon, ”C” Company, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry 

PSGT, E7, RA24882754, MOS 11B40  
Home of Record: Columbus, GA  

Date of Birth: November 25, 1931, Age at time of loss: 35, Married  
1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile), Binh Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam 

Start of Tour: September 1, 1967, Date of Casualty: October 31, 1967, Days in Country: 60  
Casualty Type A1, Gun, small arms fire, Panel 28E - Row 102 

 
 

Platoon Sergeant Douglas Brown died while leading the 1st 
Platoon of Charlie Company as they responded to an attack 
by NVA/VC forces in battle on October 31st, 1967 at the base 
of Cay Giep Mountain.  Fellow Charlie Company man Neil 
Miller recalls: “The only thing I remember from that night is that 
I was by PSG Brown in a foxhole. I remember him yelling behind 
me for everyone to keep firing…and then he got quiet". Another 
Charlie Company man there that night was Jim Sheppard, who 
wrote an account of the action:  
 
http://ichiban1.org/pdf/Halloween1967.pdf   

 
Sheppard adds: "I was one of a few men who were with the 
1st of the 50th for Basic Training in 1965 at Fort Hood Texas.  
The Battalion trained three groups and retained the third 
group as it prepared for deployment to Vietnam in 1967. PSG 
Brown was a dominant force in those training days...with his 
deep voice and strong southern accent.  He proved to be a 
very capable leader in combat, well liked by his men in the 1st 
Platoon. 
 
Below is a map showing the location of the firefight in which 
PSG Brown was killed in action: 
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http://ichiban1.org/pdf/Halloween1967.pdf


 
 
Douglas Brown is buried at Parkhill Cemetery, 4161 Macon Road, Columbus, Muscogee County, Georgia. 
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Douglas Brown's 
Awards and Decorations:* 

 

 
Combat Infantry Badge, 2nd Award* 

(Service in Korea and South Vietnam) 
 

 
HQ, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) 

General Orders Number 1505                                                                                                    15 March 1968 
 

For gallantry in action while engaged in military operations involving conflict with an 
armed hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam. Platoon Sergeant Brown distinguished 
himself by exceptionally valorous action on 31 October 1967, while serving as a 
Platoon Sergeant with Company C, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry during a 
combat mission near Quang Nhiem in the Republic of Vietnam. When his unit defensive 
perimeter came under hostile attack, Sergeant Brown repeatedly exposed himself to 
the enemy fire as he directed his unit's base of fire against the assaulting hostile force.. 
While directing his men into defensive positions, Sergeant Brown was mortally 
wounded, but his action contributed greatly to the successful repulsion of the enemy 
attack. His gallant action was in keeping with the highest traditions of the military 
service, and reflects great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army. 

 

      

                           
         Silver          Air         Purple        Good        National      Vietnam    Vietnam     Korean* 
          Star         Medal       Heart       Conduct     Defense        Service   Campaign    Service 
  

 

                                      
                          
*The list of awards shown here is, in all likelihood, incomplete.  Awards shown are only those verified....with the exception on 
"Korean Service" and 2nd award of CIB. There is the possibility that PSG Brown did not receive a CIB for his Korean service. 


