
 
 

Thomas Edward Cast 
”B” Company, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry 

Private First Class, E3, US67153615, MOS 11B10  
Home of Record: Detroit, MI  

Date of Birth: September 10, 1947, Age at time of loss: 20, Single  
1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile), Binh Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam 

Start of Tour: December 5, 1967, Date of Casualty: December 27, 1967, Days in Country: 22  
Casualty Type A1, Gun, small arms fire, Panel 32E - Row 070

 
 
Thomas Cast was only with "B" Company a short time, 
but experienced some of the most brutal combat 
experienced by the 50th Infantry Regiment in Vietnam, 
including the Battles of Tam Quan from December 6th to 
the 20th of 1967. 
 
The 1st Cavalry Division Intelligence Summary for 
December 27, 1967 reads: "At 2119 Hours at Map Grid 
Coordinates CR008786 (See Map Below), six or seven 
individuals with backpacks and several weapons were 
observed moving North. The individuals were engaged by 
B Company, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry 
and a brief fire fight ensued, resulting in one US soldier 
being killed in action. The contact was broken after only 3 
minutes. Two hours later B Company searched the area 
and found two dead enemy soldiers with packs containing rice and assorted clothing.   
 
A search is on for surviving family members...who may be in the Detroit, Michigan 
area and/or Birmingham, Alabama. 
 
Thomas Cast was posthumously awarded the Bronze Star with "V" (Valor) Device for 
his actions. 
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Thomas Edward Cast is buried at Detroit Memorial Park Cemetery, 4280 13 mile road, Warren, Macomb 
County, Michigan 48092, pictured below: 

       
 

THOMAS CAST'S AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 

 
Combat Infantry Badge 

 
                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                                                            
      Bronze       Purple       National      Vietnam      Vietnam 
        Star          Heart         Defense      Service      Campaign    
      (Valor)                                                                                          

 
HQ, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) 

General Orders Number 705                                                                                                                    2 February,1968                                                                                                                
 

For heroism, not involving participation in aerial flight, in connection with military operations against a 
hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam. Private First Class Cast distinguished himself by exceptionally 
valorous action on 27 December 1967, while serving as a Rifleman with Company B, 1st Battalion 
(Mechanized), 50th Infantry during a combat mission in the Nui Loi Mountain Complex, Republic of Vietnam. 
Spotting enemy movement to his front, Private First Class Cast volunteered to flank the hostile force and 
got close enough to their positions to throw hand grenades, Moving to within ten meters of the hostile 
positions,  Private First Class Cast began throwing hand grenades and succeeded in destroying several 
enemy bunkers. At this time Private First Class Cast was mortally wounded, but his action contributed 
greatly to the successful completion of his unit's mission. His display of personal bravery and devotion to 
duty was in keeping with the highest   traditions of the military service and reflects great credit upon 
himself, his unit,  and the United States Army. 


