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Gary Wayne Cokley 
2nd Platoon, ”C” Company, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry 

Sergeant, E5, US562585845, MOS 11B40  
Home of Record: Pasco, WA  

Date of Birth: December 29, 1944, Age at time of loss: 25, Married  
I Field Force Vietnam, Binh Thuan Province, Republic of Vietnam 

Start of Tour: April 7, 1970, Date of Casualty: November 2, 1970, Days in Country: 209  
Casualty Type A1, Gun, small arms fire, Panel 06W - Row 034 

 
 
Gary Cokley (Photo at right) was the last man 
from the 50th Infantry to be killed in action in 
Vietnam.  
 
At about 4 PM,  Team 33 of "C" Company, 
75th Rangers spotted 40 to 60 enemy soldiers 
moving about 100 meters to their south. 
Artillery was called and an ambush was 
sprung with small arms fire as they headed 
north. The 2nd Platoon of Charlie Company, 
1st Battalion (M), 50th Infantry was inserted 
at about 6:15 PM and immediately received 
small arms fire from 3 enemy soldiers. The 
men of the 2nd platoon returned fire and the 
enemy fled, leaving 1 dead NVA soldier behind.  Gary Cokley was killed outright in 
the attack and three others were wounded.  Former Company Executive Officer 
and 2nd Platoon Leader, Ron Leraas,  wrote an account of the action in which SGT 
Cokley was killed: 
 http://www.ichiban1.org/pdf/Memorial/LastManKIA.pdf 
 
                   A map of the location (BN 034295) is shown below: 
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http://www.ichiban1.org/pdf/Memorial/LastManKIA.pdf


 
Pictured below are the men of Charlie Company, 2nd Platoon, waiting to head out on a mission. Gary Cokley 
is located on the far left with his back to the camera. George Lopez, 07W-053, KIA September 10th, 1970, is 
facing the camera next to Cokley.  

 
Gary Cokley is buried at Desert Lawn Memorial Park, South Union Street and West 10th Avenue, Kennewick, 
Benton County, Washington and is pictured below: 
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http://www.ichiban1.org/pdf/Memorial/Lopez.pdf


 
 

Gary Wayne Cokley's Awards and Decorations: 
 

 
Combat Infantry Badge 

 

 
Headquarters I Field Force Vietnam 

General Orders Number 1548                                                                                                              3 December,1970   
 

For heroism in connection with military operations against a hostile force in the Republic of 
Vietnam. Sergeant Gary W. Cokley distinguished himself by valorous actions on 2 November 1970, 
while serving as squad for 2nd Platoon, Company C, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry in 
the Republic of Vietnam. On that date, Sergeant Cokley was notified that the 2nd Platoon, which 
was then the Battalion Reaction Force, was to be inserted into a contact area in which there 
were an estimated forty to sixty enemy troops. Upon completion of the combat assault, the 2nd 
Platoon quickly linked up with the six man Ranger Team which had made the initial contact and 
immediately moved out to regain contact with the retreating enemy force. As dusk approached, the 
platoon made contact with an unknown size enemy force located in a bunker complex. Moving 
through the bullet swept area, Sergeant Cokley maneuvered his men on line to assault the enemy 
position. Disregarding his personal safety, Sergeant Cokley courageously moved toward the 
enemy position firing effective suppressive fire while positioning himself to destroy the enemy 
force. While doing so he was killed in action ten feet short of the enemy bunker. Sergeant 
Cokley's valorous actions were in keeping with the highest   traditions  of the military service and 
reflect great credit upon himself, his unit,  and the United States Army. 
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