Charles Anthony "Stormy" Connell

Scout Platoon, ”HQ” Company, 1st Battalion (mechanized), 50th Infantry
Sergeant, E5, RA265865123, MOS 11D40
Home of Record: Mango, FL
Date of Birth: November 6, 1950, Age at time of loss: 19, Single
I Field Force Vietnam, Binh Tuy Province, Republic of Vietnam
Start of Tour: June 14, 1969, Date of Casualty: March 20, 1970, Days in Country: 279
Casualty Type A1, Gun, small arms fire, Panel 12W, Row 024
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Charles "Stormy" Connell was killed while
walking "Point" for his squad from the Scout
Platoon in the mountains about 45
Kilometers North of Phan Thiet.
At approximately 7:10 AM on March 20th,
an ambush element set out by Charlie
Company, 1st Bn, 50th Inf, received AK-47
fire from an estimated 4 or 5 enemy soldiers.
The Charlie Company men returned fire and
began to withdraw while still receiving
enemy sniper fire. The main body of Charlie
Company rushed to the aid of their men and
also began receiving sniper fire. 3 "C"
Company men were wounded during this
contact. SGT Connell's Squad was inserted
at 10:35 AM and swept the area...finding 3 fighting positions and a large amount of AK47 brass (Expended shell casings).
When Connell's Squad moved further to the Northwest, with SGT Connell taking
"point", they came under fire
from 2 enemy soldiers at about
3:20 PM, and SGT Connell was
killed. The enemy escaped to
the Northwest. A map of the
action is shown to the right.
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"Stormy's
squad
was
hurriedly Combat Assaulted
(Via helicopters) to check an
area in the mountains where
Charlie Company had made
contact with the enemy early
in the day. The rest of the
Scout Platoon was inserted
after Connell's element also
came under fire. Connell was
killed and the enemy fled into
the dense mountain jungle to
the Northwest."
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Charles "Stormy" Connell is buried at Turkey Creek Baptist Cemetery,
Plant City, Hillsborough County, Florida

"Stormy" Connell's Awards and Decorations:

Headquarters I Field Force Vietnam
General Orders Number 460

24 April 1970

For gallantry in action while engaged in military operations involving conflict with an armed
hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam. Sergeant Connell distinguished himself by
exceptionally valorous action on 20 March 1970, while serving as a Squad Leader with the
Scout Platoon, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry. On that date, Sergeant Connell was
leading a search and clear patrol through mountainous jungle when he decided to take the
point position due to the large number of newly assigned personnel in the squad. The patrol
began receiving intense small arms fire from an enemy element of unknown size. Sergeant
Connell was seriously wounded in the initial firing but, disregarding his wounds, he directed
the return fire of his men, moving them to strategic defensive positions while gaining fire
superiority with his own weapon. As he was directing his men, he was mortally wounded, but his
fast reactions and solid judgment enabled the patrol to overpower the enemy without further
casualties. Sergeant Connell's Heroic actions were in keeping with the highest traditions of
the military service, and reflects great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States
Army.
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General Orders Number 472

Headquarters I Field Force Vietnam

25 April 1970

Sergeant Charles Connell distinguished himself by outstanding meritorious service in connection
with ground operations against a hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam during the period from 10
August 1969 to 20 March 1970. Through his untiring efforts and professional ability, he
consistently obtained outstanding results. He was quick to grasp the implications of new problems
with which he was faced as a result of the ever-changing situations inherent in the
counterinsurgency operation and to find ways and means to solve those problems. The energetic
application of this extensive knowledge has materially contributed to the efforts of the United
States mission to the Republic of Vietnam to assist that country in ridding itself of the communist
threat to its freedom. Sergeant Connell's initiative, zeal, sound judgment and devotion to duty were
in the highest tradition of the United States Army and reflected great credit on him and on the
military service.
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