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4th Infantry Division, Binh Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam  

Start of Tour: February 16, 1968, Date of Casualty: March 23, 1968, Days in Country: 36  
Casualty Type A1, MFW, Panel 45E – Row 062

 
 

Tom Donovan was killed when Charlie 
Company was attacked near the village of 
Chanh Giao (1) at the base of the Northeast 
Nui Mieu Mountains near the South China 
Sea.  "Tommy", a February Replacement, 
although only with the unit for a short time 
was a very popular member of the 1st Squad, 
3rd Platoon of Charlie Company. 
 
At about 5 PM, an estimated Battalion of 
NVA Soldiers engaged "C" Company with 
small arms and rocket fire. A total of 7 were 
wounded, 3 seriously and 4 had minor 
wounds. Donovan died later that day from 
his wounds. 
 
Air Strikes and Artillery were called in. 
Charlie Company spent the night on the 
beach in the vicinity of nearby Xuan Thanh and the surrounding area was 
searched the following day with some weaponry being found as well as enemy 
bodies. 
 
Former 3rd Platoon Leader Harry Wilson took photos of the area on his return 
visit to the area in 2007. Below is a panoramic view of the Nui Mieu Mountains 
from highway 505 near the village of Chanh Giao (2). 
 

 
 
Donovan was killed near the base of the mountains in the distance.  Just off to the left of the down slope of the 
hill on the left.  According to Harry Wilson, this highway is now a heavily traveled major access road that 
connects National Highway 1 to the villages along the South China Sea.  During 1968, the units of the 1st 
Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry could not travel on this road....as it was heavily mined. 
 



 
Continued... 

 
  
A Period Topographical map of the location of Tom Donovan's death is shown below (Left). Tom's family  pro- 

vided the photos of Tom used in this memorial effort. 
Below, Tom is pictured in the center of two friends 
taking a "smoke break" during Basic Training. 
 

 
 

Below left, Tom is pictured in the APC Driver's hatch during his Advanced Infantry Training. Below center and 
right are photos taken at Fort Polk, Louisiana, prior to deployment to Vietnam...likely around January of 1968. 
The Vietnam training facility there was called "Tigerland". 

       
Tom Donovan is buried at Maplewood Cemetery, 184 Salem Turnpike, New London County, Norwich, 
Connecticut 06360-6421, pictured below. 
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Tom Donovan’s Awards and Decorations: 
 

Citations 

 
HQ 173rd Airborne Brigade (Separate) 

General Orders Number 1182                                                                                                                         28 April 1968 
 
For heroism in connection with military operations against a hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam. 
Private First Class Donovan distinguished himself on 23 March 1968, while serving with Company C, 
1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry during a combat mission near Chanh Giao, Binh Dinh 
Province. On this day, Company C came under a fierce attack from an enemy battalion. Private 
Donovan, with complete disregard for his own safety and under hostile fire, placed a large volume 
of effective fire on the enemy positions, enabling the Company to withdraw. He was instrumental in 
breaking up the enemy attack and in establishing fire superiority. As Private Donovan was placing 
effective fire on the enemy, an enemy rocket made a direct hit on his Armored Personnel Carrier, 
mortally wounding him. Private First Class Donovan's actions were in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the military service, and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United 
States Army. 

 

 
For distinguishing himself by outstanding meritorious service in connection with ground operations 
against a hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam during the period from February 1968 to  March 
1968.  Through his untiring efforts and professional ability, he consistently obtained outstanding 
results.  He was quick to grasp the implications of new problems with which he was faced as a result 
of the ever-changing situations inherent in the counterinsurgency operation and to find ways and 
means to solve those problems.  The energetic application of this extensive knowledge has 
materially contributed to the efforts of the United States mission to the Republic of Vietnam to 
assist that country in ridding itself of the communist threat to its freedom. His initiative, zeal, sound 
judgment and devotion to duty have been in the highest tradition of the United States Army and 
reflect great credit on him and on the military service. 

 
 

For  distinguishing himself my meritorious achievement while participating in sustained aerial flight in 
support of combat ground forces of the Republic of Vietnam during the period February 1968 to 
March 1968.  During this time he actively participated in more than twenty-five aerial missions over 
hostile territory in support of counterinsurgency operations. During all of these missions he 
displayed the highest order of air discipline and acted in accordance with the best traditions of the 
service. By his determination to accomplish his mission in spite of the hazards inherent in repeated 
aerial flights over hostile territory and by his outstanding degree of professionalism and devotion 
to duty, he has brought great credit upon himself, his organization, and the military service 
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      Bronze             Air              Purple            National          Vietnam         Vietnam 
         Star            Medal            Heart             Defense           Service         Campaign      

 

Combat Infantry Badge 


