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Joseph Ralph Franckowiak 
2nd Squad, 1st Platoon “B” Company, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry 

Private First Class, E3, Posthumous Promotion to CPL, US56701054, MOS 11B10  
Home of Record: Huntington Park, CA  

Date of Birth: March 11, 1944, Age at time of loss: 24, Married  
173rd Airborne Brigade (Separate), Binh Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam  

Start of Tour: February 28, 1968, Date of Casualty: July 27, 1968, Days in Country: 150  
Casualty Type: Non-Hostile Ground Casualty, Accidental Self-Destruction, Panel 50W - Row 
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Shortly after Noon on July 27th, Joseph Franckowiak 
was killed when a grenade he was carrying exploded. 3 
others were wounded in the blast.  
 
At the time, "B" Company was working with "A" 
Company, 1st Battalion, 503rd Infantry  and the 41st 
ARVN Regiment (Located well to our South) in a 
combined operation that began on the 26th of July.  
Former B Company Squad leader Terry Goodwin 
remembers: "On the 26th, "B" Company had entered the 
area via Helicopter Combat Assault at Map Coordinates 
BR745648 (See Map Below)....this was late in the morning. 
I was on the first bird (helicopter) down and the area was 
covered with elephant grass. Once the LZ was secured, we 
moved to the East up a ridge toward the top of the mountain. That night we dug in on the 
ridge. The next day we resumed our march up the mountain and this was the day that 
Franckowiak's grenade went off. I am pretty sure he was in the 2nd Squad of the 1st 
Platoon." 
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Joe is buried at New Calvary Catholic Cemetery, 3201 Whittier Blvd, East Los Angeles, California. 

      
 

Joe Franckowiak's Awards and Decorations: 
 

 
Combat Infantry Badge 

 

 
HQ 173rd Airborne Brigade (Separate) 

General Orders Number 2098                                                                                                                       11 August 1968  
 

Corporal Joseph Franckowiak distinguished himself by outstanding meritorious service in connection with 
ground operations against a hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam during the period from February , 1968 to  
July 1968.  Through his untiring efforts and professional ability, he consistently obtained outstanding 
results.  He was quick to grasp the implications of new problems with which he was faced as a result of the 
ever-changing situations inherent in the counterinsurgency operation and to find ways and means to solve 
those problems.  The energetic application of this extensive knowledge has materially contributed to the 
efforts of the United States mission to the Republic of Vietnam to assist that country in ridding itself of the 
communist threat to its freedom. Corporal Franckowiak's initiative, zeal, sound judgment and devotion to duty 
were in the highest tradition of the United States Army and reflected great credit on him and on the military 
service 
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