
 
 

Emilio Gamboa Garcia 
2nd Platoon, 4th Squad, ”A” Company, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry 

Private First Class, E3, Posthumous Promotion to CPL, US54385485, MOS 11B10  
Home of Record: Barstow, TX  

Date of Birth: January 29, 1949, Age at time of loss: 20, Single  
1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile), Binh Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam  

Start of Tour: May 5, 1967, Date of Casualty: January 23, 1968, Days in Country: 263  
Casualty Type A1, Gun, small arms fire, Panel 35E – Row 016

 
 
During the weeks prior to the 1968 Tet Offensive, 
the 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry 
began to "bump heads" with various North 
Vietnamese Army units...most notably in 
December with the Battle of Tam Quan.  January 
saw this trend continue with more major contacts 
at An Tinh / An Lac (2) and Trung Thuan. 
 
Emilio Garcia, Albert Campfield, Tommy Lee 
Carpenter and James Strano were killed as our 
"A" Company moved to counter-attack the 
elements of the 95th Battalion, 2nd VC/NVA 
Regiment, 3rd NVA Division who were attacking 
the Popular Force outpost at  Chan An.  A 
captured enemy soldier revealed that the main 
force of the enemy Battalion lay in Ambush on the 
approaches to Chan An on Highway 504.  "A" 
Company made immediate contact on the highway 
as they closed on Trung Thuan...just west of the Popular Forces outpost. The enemy 
took very heavy casualties throughout the day long battle. Even after having the cover 
of darkness to secret away dead bodies, 137 NVA/VC bodies were found left on the 
battlefield in the morning of January 24th.  In addition, 33 weapons were captured. 
 
Corporal Garcia was awarded the Bronze Star with "V" Device (For Valor) for his 
bravery in battle at Trung Thuan. A map of the location is shown below. 
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An extensive memorial has been posted for this man on the Virtual Wall Website: 
http://www.virtualwall.org/dg/GarciaEG01a.htm 

 
Pictured below is Emilio Garcia as a Private First Class at Fort Hood, Texas, in 1967. 

 

           
 

Corporal Garcia is buried at Barstow Cemetery, Barstow, Ward County, Texas, pictured below. 
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EMILIO GARCIA'S AWARDS AND DECORATIONS: 
 

 
Combat Infantry Badge 

             
HQ, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) 

General Orders Number 1495                                                                                                                     14 March,1968                                                                                                                
 

For heroism, not involving participation in aerial flight, in connection with military operations 
against a hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam. Private First Class Garcia distinguished himself 
by exceptionally valorous action on 23 January 1968, while serving as a rifleman with Company A, 
1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry during a combat mission in the Republic of Vietnam. When 
his unit came under intense hostile fire,Private First Class Garcie exposed himself to the enemy fire 
as he flanked the hostile positions in an attempt to destroy the well entrenched hostile force. 
After neutralizing one enemy emplacement, Private First Class Garcia was mortally wounded.  His 
display of personal bravery and devotion to duty was in keeping with the highest   traditions  of the 
military service and reflects great credit upon himself, his unit,  and the United States Army. 
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