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Albert R. Gutierrez, Jr. 
1st Platoon, ”A” Company, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry 

Private, E2, Posthumous Promotion to PFC, RA01590027, MOS 11B10  
Home of Record: San Antonio, TX  

Date of Birth: February 23, 1947, Age at time of loss: 21, Married  
173rd Airborne Brigade (Separate), Binh Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam 

Start of Tour: February 27, 1968, Date of Casualty: August 24, 1968, Days in Country: 179  
Casualty Type A1, MFW, Panel 47W - Row 002

 
 
PFC Al Gutierrez was killed in action when the bridge 
his platoon was guarding was attacked by a North 
Vietnamese Army Unit estimated to be a reinforced 
Platoon.  His position was compromised by a direct hit 
from a B-40 Rocket in the initial volley of enemy fire 
and he was killed instantly. Also involved in the fighting 
were elements of the 50th Infantry’s Scout Platoon. A 
portion of the bridge was overrun and the fighting 
included “hand to hand” combat at times. The Scouts 
were able to withdrawal carrying 6 men who were 
wounded. Reinforcements arrived and the bridge was 
retaken. Also killed in this hostile action were 1LT Dan 
Abernathy and Sergeant Thomas F. Herkins. 
 
A map of the location of Bridge #26 (BR288454) is shown below,  
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Albert Gutierrez is buried at Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery, San Antonio, Bexar County, Texas, 
pictured below: 

     
 

Albert Gutierrez’s Awards and Decorations: 
 

 
Combat Infantry Badge 

 

 
HQ 173rd Airborne Brigade (Separate) 

General Orders Number 2240                                                                                                                4 September 1968 
 

For heroism in connection with Military operations against a hostile force. Private Gutierrez distinguished 
himself on 24 August 1968 in the Republic of Vietnam. On this day Private Gutierrez and the other members of 
his squad were serving on bridge security duty on highway 19, just east of the Mang Yang Pass in Binh Dinh 
Province. At 0245 hours, on the moonless and windy night of 24 August 1968, an estimated reinforced enemy 
platoon attacked Private Gutierrez' position with a heavy barrage of small arms and rocket fire. At the 
initiation of the attack, Private Gutierrez moved unhesitatingly into the open to awaken members of his squad. 
He then returned to his bunker and began to place a heavy volume of effective fire onto the enemy. As rocket 
fire increased, Private Gutierrez' bunker took a direct hit and he was mortally wounded by shrapnel. His 
unselfish actions contributed in saving the lives of members of his squad. Private Gutierrez' personal bravery 
and devotion to duty were in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect great 
credit on himself, his unit,  and the United States Army. 

 

   

                       
          Bronze        Purple       National       Vietnam      Vietnam      
            Star           Heart        Defense        Service      Campaign      
         (Valor) 

 


