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James David Hacek 
Headquarters  Company, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry 

Private First Class, E3, Posthumous Promotion to CPL, RA16812300, MOS 11B20  
Home of Record: Crystal Lake, IL  

Date of Birth: October 23, 1947, Age at time of loss: 20, Single  
173rd Airborne Brigade (Separate), Binh Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam 

Start of Tour: September 10, 1966, Date of Casualty: September 26, 1968,  
Days in Country: 747  

Casualty Type A1, ARM, Panel 42W - Row 018 
 

 
 
Jim Hacek was killed during a mortar attack at LZ 
Schueller along Highway 19 West of An Khe. During 
this coordinated attack, Mortars and Rockets were used 
on positions along highway 19, specifically Strong Points 
2 and 3 while a Truck Convoy between Bridges 24 and 
25 also came under attack.  Total losses for the attack 
were two men killed and 4 men wounded. 
Counterattacks resulted in 1 enemy KIA.  
 
A map of the location of Jim Hacek's death is shown 
below: 

 
 

 
 

Jim Hacek is buried at St John's Cemetery, Algonquin & Church Roads, Barrington 
Hills (Fox River Grove), McHenry County, IL (Photos below). 
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James Hacek's Awards and Decorations*: 
 

 
Combat Infantry Badge 

 

 

 
HQ 173rd Airborne Brigade (Separate) 

General Orders                                                                                                                     1968  
 

Corporal James D. Hacek distinguished himself by outstanding meritorious service in 
connection with ground operations against a hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam during 
the period from September, 1966  to  September, 1968.  Through his untiring efforts and 
professional ability, he consistently obtained outstanding results.  He was quick to grasp 
the implications of new problems with which he was faced as a result of the ever-changing 
situations inherent in the counterinsurgency operation and to find ways and means to solve 
those problems.  The energetic application of this extensive knowledge has materially 
contributed to the efforts of the United States mission to the Republic of Vietnam to assist 
that country in ridding itself of the communist threat to its freedom. Corporal Hacek's 
initiative, zeal, sound judgment and devotion to duty have been in the highest tradition of the 
United States Army and reflect great credit on him and on the military service. 

 
 
  

                                    
              Bronze         Purple        National        Vietnam        Vietnam      
                Star            Heart          Defense         Service       Campaign    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*The Association does not possess the General Order for the Bronze Star indicated above. James Haceks Grave Marker is engraved with 
"BSM"  which is our determination of the award. Wording on the citation above was "standard" for a meritorious Bronze Star. 


