Thomas Franklin Herkins

1st Platoon, ”A” Company, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry
Specialist 4th Class, E4, Posthumous Promotion to SGT, US51800950, MOS 11B20
Home of Record: Brookville, OH
Date of Birth: June 26, 1947, Age at time of loss: 21, Single
I Field Force Vietnam, Binh Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam
Start of Tour: May 6, 1968, Date of Casualty: August 24, 1968, Days in Country: 110
Casualty Type A1, Gun, small arms fire, Panel 47W - Row 003

173rd Airborne
Brigade

At 0245 hours on 24 August, 1968, Bridge number 26,
located at map grid coordinates BR288454 (See map
below) came under a heavy ground attack from the
South by an estimated reinforced enemy platoon. Small
Arms, Automatic Weapons, Grenade Launchers and
B40 Rockets were used in the attack.
The initial volley of rocket fire hit the command
bunker, killing Platoon Leader 1LT Daniel Abernathy
and PFC Al Gutierrez and Sergeant Thomas Herkins.

1st Battalion 50th
Infantry
1st Platoon

Artillery was called into the area at 0253 hours. The
enemy had overrun the western end of the bridge within
5 minutes of the initial attack and rocket volley.
Fighting, included hand to hand combat, took place
between elements of the Scout Platoon and the enemy
Company on the bridge. The remaining element of the
Scout Platoon fell back, carrying the wounded to Bridge number 25 for medical
evacuation.
A counter attack by the Scout Platoon retook bridge 26, which was secured at 0330
hours.

“A” Company

The attack resulted in the three 50th Infantry men being killed and 6 others
wounded out of a total of 11 men who manned the bridge 26 positions that night. 10
unexploded satchel charges were found on the bridge. Although no enemy bodies
were found, large pools of blood and heavy blood trails were found on and near the
bridge. A map of the location of Bridge #26 (BR288454) is shown below,
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Continued…

Tom Herkins is buried at Dayton Memorial Park Cemetery, 8135 North
Dixie Drive, Dayton, Montgomery County, Ohio 45414, pictured on the
right:
Read an article published In Tom's hometown newspaper 40 years after
his death: http://www.ichiban1.org/pdf/Memorial/HerkinsArticle2.pdf

Awards and Decorations of Tom Herkins

Combat Infantry Badge

General Orders Number 2241

HQ 173rd Airborne Brigade (Separate)

4 September 1968

For heroism in connection with military operations against a hostile force. Specialist Herkins distinguished
himself on 24 August, 1968, in the Republic of Vietnam. On this day, at 0245 hours, a reinforced enemy platoon
moved under cover of the windy and moonless night to attack Specialist Herkins' position with heavy small arms
and rocket fire. Specialist Herkins reacted instantly to the attack by placing effective fire on the enemy. Within
ten minutes, Specialist Herkins noted that there were still two wounded soldiers lying in the path of the enemy
attack. Unhesitatingly, he ran back into the enemy attack in an attempt to save his wounded comrades. While
attempting to rescue his fellows, Specialist Herkins had to fight hand to hand with the enemy. However, before
he could reach the wounded, he was mortally wounded. Specialist Herkins' personal bravery, concern for his
fellow troopers and complete devotion to duty were in keeping with the highest traditions of the military
service and reflect great credit on himself, his unit, and the United States Army.
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