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Dennis Edward Hinton 
”A” Company, Executive Officer, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry 

First Lieutenant, O2, O5334402, MOS 1542  
Home of Record: Englewood, CO  

Date of Birth: September 18, 1943, Age at time of loss: 25, Single  
173rd Airborne Brigade (Separate), Binh Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam  

Start of Tour: September 8, 1967, Date of Casualty: May 5, 1968, Days in Country: 240  
Casualty Type A1, ARM, Panel 55E - Row 017

 
Dennis Hinton had distinguished himself on two occasions 
previous to his death. At the outset of the Battle of Tam 
Quan in December of 1967, his APC led the advance of 
troops in the push to relieve 9th Cavalry "Blues" (Infantry 
troops). His driver was killed in the action that allowed the 
pinned down Blues to pull back. LT. Hinton was 
Recommended for the nation's second highest award for the 
action; The Distinguished Service Cross, but the award was 
downgraded to a Valorous Bronze Star. On January 23rd, 
"A" Company again was in action at the Battle of Trung 
Thanh.  LT Hinton was awarded the Bronze Star for Valor 
for his actions that day. Lieutenant Hinton, while acting as 
Company Commander of "A" Company, was killed In 
Action on May 5, 1968, near the villages of An Bao in Binh 
Dinh Province, “A” Company forces were attacked and 
outnumbered 10 to 1 by a Regiment of the North Vietnamese 
Army.  “A” Company forces were overrun and took heavy 
casualties when Charlie Company was called in to reinforce the besieged Alpha Co.  
Upon arrival, the enemy, who had fallen silent to allow the “C” Company troops to 
enter the ambush zone, opened fire with an intense and sustained barrage of small 
arms, automatic weapons and B40 Rocket fire from three sides. 50th Infantry Archive 
Documentation shows that  Lt Hinton was struck by a gunshot wound to his head 
during the initial volley of fire and died instantly and did not suffer. 
 

Fierce fighting ensued on both 1/50th Companies as additional reinforcements from “B” 
Company, 1/50th Infantry and “B” Company, 1/69th Armor were called in to battle the 
huge enemy force.  
 

Read about the Battle of An Bao (Condensed Version): 
http://www.ichiban1.org/pdf/Memorial/AnBaoCondensed.pdf 
 

Declassified An Bao After Action Report, Daily Staff Journal and Air Report: 
http://www.ichiban1.org/pdf/Memorial/AnBaoExpanded.pdf 

 
Dennis Hinton is buried at Fort Logan National Cemetery, 3698 S. Sheridan Blvd, 
Denver, CO 80235, Plot P-2096 
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A map of the location of the Battle of An Bao in Binh Dinh Province is shown below: 

 
 

  Dennis Hinton's Awards and Decorations: 

          
Combat Infantry Badge 

 

 
HQ, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) 

General Orders Number 5265                                                                                                                        19 June,1968      
 

For heroism, not involving participation in aerial flight, in connection with military operations against a 
hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam. First Lieutenant Hinton distinguished himself by exceptionally 
valorous action on 23 January 1968, while serving as executive officer of Company A, 1st Battalion 
(Mechanized), 50th Infantry during a combat mission near My Chanh, Republic of Vietnam. When his unit became 
engaged with a numerically superior enemy force, Lieutenant Hinton came under intense hostile fire as he 
directed effective suppressive fire on the insurgent's emplacements. Disregarding his own safety, Lieutenant 
Hinton moved to a forward fighting position in order to administer first aid and direct the evacuation of his 
wounded comrades. His leadership and actions contributed greatly to the successful completion of his 
unit's mission.  Lieutenant Hinton's display of personal bravery and devotion to duty was in keeping with the 
highest   traditions  of the military service and reflects great credit upon himself, his unit,  and the United 
States Army. 
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