TERRY TERUO KAWAMURA

Rank and Organization: Corporal, U.S. Army, 173d Engineer Company, 173d
Airborne Brigade, Republic of Vietnam

Place and date: Camp Rad(cliff, Republic of Vietnam, 20 March 1969

MEDAL OF HONOR

CITATION:

FOR CONSPICUOUS GALLANTRY AND INTREPIDITY IN ACTION AT THE RISK OF HIS LIFE ABOVE AND BEYOND THE
CALL OF DUTY. CPL. KAWAMURA DISTINGUISHED HIMSELF BY HEROIC ACTION WHILE SERVING AS A MEMBER OF THE
173D ENGINEER COMPANY. AN ENEMY DEMOLITION TEAM INFILTRATED THE UNIT QUARTERS AREA AND OPENED
FIRE WITH AUTOMATIC WEAPONS. DISREGARDING THE INTENSE FIRE, CPL. KAWAMURA RAN FOR HIS WEAPON. AT
THAT MOMENT, A VIOLENT EXPLOSION TORE A HOLE IN THE ROOF AND STUNNED THE OCCUPANTS OF THE
ROOM. CPL. KAWAMURA JUMPED TO HIS FEET, SECURED HIS WEAPON AND, AS HE RAN TOWARD THE DOOR TO
RETURN THE ENEMY FIRE, HE OBSERVED THAT ANOTHER EXPLOSIVE CHARGE HAD BEEN THROWN THROUGH THE
HOLE IN THE ROOF TO THE FLOOR. HE IMMEDIATELY REALIZED THAT 2 STUNNED FELLOW SOLDIERS WERE IN
GREAT PERIL AND SHOUTED A WARNING. ALTHOUGH IN A POSITION TO ESCAPE, CPL. KAWAMURA
UNHESITATINGLY WHEELED AROUND AND THREW HIMSELF ON THE CHARGE IN COMPLETELY DISREGARDING HIS
SAFETY, CPL. KAWAMURA PREVENTED SERIOUS INJURY OR DEATH TO SEVERAL MEMBERS OF HIS UNIT. THE
EXTRAORDINARY COURAGE AND SELFLESSNESS DISPLAYED BY CPL. KAWAMURA ARE IN THE HIGHEST TRADITIONS
OF THE MILITARY SERVICE AND REFLECT GREAT CREDIT UPON HIMSELF, HIS UNIT, AND THE US. ARMY.

AIRBORNE



