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Robert A. McMillin 
1st Platoon, ”B” Company, 1st Battalion (mechanized), 50th Infantry 

Private First Class, E3, Posthumous Promotion to CPL, US247863514, MOS 11B10  
Home of Record: Spartanburg, SC  

Date of Birth: January 24, 1949, Age at time of loss: 20, Married  
I Field Force Vietnam, Binh Thuan Province, Republic of Vietnam 

Start of Tour: July 24, 1969, Date of Incident: October 30, 1969 
Died of Wounds, November 7, 1969, Days in Country: 106  

Casualty Type A2, OED, Panel 16W - Row 043

 
 

Robert McMillin was killed as the 1st Platoon of 
"B" Company operated near an area know for it's 
booby traps. Actually, he tripped an M-26 Grenade 
that was rigged to a trip wire on October 30, 1969.  
He received extensive wounds to both legs and 
struggled to survive for more than a week as Army 
surgeons did all they could to save him. He died of 
his wounds on November 7, 1969. 
 
His Platoon Leader, Mike Chisam related: 
"The day I took over the 1st Platoon, "B" Company 
was located just north of Ap Binh Lam. Captain Robert 
Hagen, an Armor Officer, was the Commanding 
Officer. My first patrol was in the area of Stitt's 
Woods...so named later for the Forward Air Controller 
who called in an Air strike and blew the place apart. 
The woods was surrounded by rice paddies and some 
flat open ground. We did NOT go into the woods...but found some documents in an open 
field. As we started moving, one of my troops (McMillin) stepped on a mine. I had been the 
Platoon Leader less than two hours!" 
 

A map of the location (AN830188) is shown below:  
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"Robbie" McMillin attended Boiling Springs High School in Boiling Springs, Spartanburg County, South 
Carolina. School administrator Debbie Seay was invaluable in helping the Association in their efforts to obtain 
photos of McMillin. Below are photos of the High School as well as a yearbook photo of Robbie McMillin. 
 

       
 

The street where McMillin's Mother Dorothy still lives with a brother, Phillip, was re-named McMillin Blvd in 
remembrance of our man who died in Vietnam in 1969.  A Gold Star Flag still hangs on the McMillin 
residence front door. A Cousin, "Buddie" McMillin also lives on this street.  
 

       
 

Corporal Robert McMillin is buried at Greenlawn Memorial Gardens, 1300 Fernwood Glendale Road in 
Spartanburg, Spartanburg County, South Carolina. Historian Jim Sheppard visited the town to obtain 
information for this memorial effort and is shown below at Robert McMillin's grave. 
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Awards and Decorations Of Robert McMillin: 
 

 
Combat Infantry Badge 

 

 

 
HQ 173rd Airborne Brigade (Separate) 

 
General Orders Number 1007                                                                                                              9  December 1969  

 
Private First Class Robert McMillin distinguished himself by outstanding meritorious service in connection 
with ground operations against a hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam during the period from July 19679 
to  November 1969.  Through his untiring efforts and professional ability, he consistently obtained 
outstanding results.  He was quick to grasp the implications of new problems with which he was faced as a 
result of the ever-changing situations inherent in the counterinsurgency operation and to find ways and 
means to solve those problems.  The energetic application of this extensive knowledge has materially 
contributed to the efforts of the United States mission to the Republic of Vietnam to assist that country in 
ridding itself of the communist threat to its freedom. Private First Class McMillin's initiative, zeal, sound 
judgment and devotion to duty were in the highest tradition of the United States Army and reflected great 
credit on him and on the military service. 
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