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Arnold Edward Melish 
"D" Company, 5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry** 

Infused from “C” Company, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry 
Specialist 4th Class, E4, US51611001, MOS 11B20  

Home of Record: New York, NY  
Date of Birth: November 12, 1946, Age at time of loss: 21, Single  

1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile), Thua Thien (Hue) Province, Republic of Vietnam 
Start of Tour: September 1, 1967, Date of Casualty: February 12, 1968, Days in Country: 164  

Casualty Type A1, MFW, Panel 39E – Row 009

 
Arnold Melish was a member of Charlie Company 
and was transferred to the 5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry 
Regiment, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) sometime 
after Late October of 1967. 
 
Specialist Melish was killed Northwest of Hue near 
the end of the two week siege  by North Vietnamese 
Army Units during the TET Offensive of February, 
1968.  His unit was attacking Thon Que Chu on 
February 12th, 1968, advancing across the rice 
paddies from Thon Kieu Coc shortly past Noon. In 
heavy fighting, the 5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry lost 7 
men KIA and 32 additional men wounded. Also killed 
in the action was former "D" Company, 1st Platoon, 
1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry man 
Morris Alley. 
 
This battle took place only days after elements of the 
2nd Bn, 12th Cavalry, tangled with NVA Forces in 
this same location. It was later learned that the hornets nest both units fought was the 
Tactical Operations Center and supporting forces for the invading NVA  who had 
overrun Hue. (Ref: "The Lost Battalion" by Charles A. Krohn) 
 
A Map of the location of the action near Hue is shown below: 
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Arnold Melish’s Awards and Decorations: 
 

 
Combat Infantry Badge 

                

 
HQ 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) 

 
General Orders Number 4478                                                                                10 June 1968 

 
For distinguishing himself by outstanding meritorious service in connection with ground 
operations against a hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam during the period 1 September 
1967 to 12 February 1968.  Through his untiring efforts and professional ability, he 
consistently obtained outstanding results.  He was quick to grasp the implications of new 
problems with which he was faced as a result of the ever-changing situations inherent in the 
counterinsurgency operation and to find ways and means to solve those problems.  The 
energetic application of this extensive knowledge has materially contributed to the efforts 
of the United States mission to the Republic of Vietnam to assist that country in ridding itself 
of the communist threat to its freedom. His initiative, zeal, sound judgment and devotion to 
duty have been in the highest tradition of the United States Army and reflect great credit on 
him and on the military service. 
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