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John Ernest "Shorty" Moody, Jr. 
1st Platoon, ”C” Company, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry 

Specialist 4th Class, E4, US245821851, MOS 11C20  
Home of Record: Norlina, NC  

Date of Birth: December 18, 1948, Age at time of loss: 21, Single  
I Field Force Vietnam, Binh Thuy Province, Republic of Vietnam 

Start of Tour: October 28, 1969, Date of Casualty: July 13, 1970, Days in Country: 258  
Casualty Type A3, Gun, small arms fire, Panel 08W – Row 015

 
Specialist John Moody (Photo at right) was 
killed in action in the mountainous, double 
canopied jungles Northwest of Thien Giao 
during a Search and Destroy mission the week 
of July 8th, 1970.  
 
At about 9:00 o'clock on the morning of 13 
July, 1970,  while his squad was in the "Point" 
position of the 1st Platoon's operation, his 
position came under enemy fire and Moody 
was shot twice in the chest by a sniper. Dust-off 
medical evacuation was called...but the chopper 
pilot "Pulled off" when he received fire while 
lowering a "Jungle Penetrator" to remove 
Moody. The morning log ship succeeded in 
lifting out Moody, who later died of his 
wounds. A sweep of the area after the contact 
yielded negative results as the small enemy 
ambush team had melted back into the jungle.  
 
A map of the location (ZT 158465) is shown below: 
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John "Shorty" Moody is shown below in these photos taken during his tour which began in the fall of 1969: 

         
In the photo below, taken by fellow 1st Platoon Man  Hilory Gibson in April of 1970, Left to right: Tom 
Cochrill, Oak Harbor, WA., Carroll, Washington DC., John E. Moody Jr. 

 
John Ernest Moody, Jr. is buried at Oakwood Cemetery, East 3rd Street, South Hill, Mecklenburg County, 
Virginia, pictured below: 
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John "Shorty" Moody's Awards and Decorations: 

 

 
Combat Infantry Badge 

 
HQ 1st Field Force Vietnam, General Orders Number 976, 22 August 1970 

 
For heroism in connection with ground operations against a hostile force in the Republic 
of Vietnam: Specialist. Four John E. Moody distinguished himself by exceptional valorous 
actions on 13 July 1970, while serving with Company C, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th 
Infantry in the Republic of Vietnam. On 8 July 1970, he volunteered to go on a Combat 
Assault mission into rugged mountainous terrain thickly covered with jungle growth. At 
the beginning of this operation it was assured that there were many hostile troops in the 
area and this was shortly verified by several contacts with the enemy. Throughout these 
contacts he performed as though he was a seasoned Infantryman. ON the morning of 13 
July 1970, his squad was assigned as the lead element for the platoon and he volunteered 
to act as the Compass man, fully aware  that they could be ambushed at any time. After 
moving for about an hour his element was ambushed by hostile forces and, although 
seriously wounded by the initial burst of enemy fire, he laid down an effective base of 
covering fire that allowed the rest of the Platoon to reach cover. His courageous 
actions with complete disregard for his own safety contributed to the routing of the 
enemy and no further friendly casualties were incurred. Specialist Four Moody's heroic 
actions were in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect great 
credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army. 
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