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Thomas W. Morris 
"C"  Company, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry 

Private First Class, E3, Posthumous Promotion to CPL, US56838787, MOS 11B10  
Home of Record: Hayward, CA  

Date of Birth: May 9, 1948, Age at time of loss: 20, Married  
173rd Airborne Brigade (Separate), Binh Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam 

Start of Tour: September 20, 1968, Date of Casualty: November 13, 1968, Days in Country: 54  
Casualty Type A2, Misadventure (Friendly Fire), Panel 39W - Row 061 

 
 
"Friendly Fire" is the term used in conjunction 
with battle zone fatalities caused by accidents and 
carelessness on the part of personnel constantly in 
possession of the instruments of death associated 
with an Infantry Unit in combat. 
 
Corporal Morris was mortally wounded when, on 
November 13th, he was being handed a .45 Caliber 
pistol by a fellow platoon member. The safety was 
released in the exchange and the trigger 
accidentally pulled...resulting in a severe wound to 
Morris's head. He died instantly and did not suffer. 
A medical evacuation helicopter was there within 
minutes, but there was nothing that could be done 
to save him. 
 
According to Association Member Ken Bradley, 
who witnessed the event, the man who had passed him the weapon was terribly 
distraught...and never the same after. Charlie Company had been sent to an 
undisclosed area outside of Camp Radcliff as a result of a flurry of attacks on the huge 
base and nearby bridges on Highway 19 during late 1968. 
 
 
 
A map of the area of where Thomas Morris died is shown below: 
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Thomas Morris is buried at Lone Tree Cemetery on 24591 Fairview Avenue in his home town of Hayward, 
Alameda County, California, shown below: 
 

      
 

Awards and Decorations of Thomas Morris*: 
 

 
Combat Infantry Badge 

 

                                   
        Bronze         Purple        National        Vietnam        Vietnam      
           Star           Heart          Defense         Service       Campaign    

                                                  

 
 

For distinguishing himself by outstanding meritorious service in connection with ground 
operations against a hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam during the period 20 September 1968 
to 13 November 1968.  Through his untiring efforts and professional ability, he consistently 
obtained outstanding results.  He was quick to grasp the implications of new problems with which 
he was faced as a result of the ever-changing situations inherent in the counterinsurgency 
operation and to find ways and means to solve those problems.  The energetic application of this 
extensive knowledge has materially contributed to the efforts of the United States mission to the 
Republic of Vietnam to assist that country in ridding itself of the communist threat to its freedom. 
His initiative, zeal, sound judgment and devotion to duty have been in the highest tradition of the 
United States Army and reflect great credit on him and on the military service. 

*The list of awards shown here reflects the standard medals issued to all men who served in Vietnam.  We have added the undocumented Bronze Star and Purple Heart since these 
are indicated on his gravestone. Cemetery Laws prohibit placement of such an indication without documentation...thus giving us "Just Cause" to list these awards here. The Purple 
Heart was NOT awarded for "accidental" deaths. We can only assume an Headstone indicated award was given for an earlier combat related wound. Since no "Heroism" was 
involved in the award of the Bronze Star, we "assume" it would have been for meritorious service and we show a rendering here of the common wording for such awards. 


