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2nd Lieutenant Gary Ohman was an attached 
Artillery Forward Observer working with the 2nd 
Platoon of "A" Company on August 24th, 1969.  
 

The Platoon was set at pre-dawn for a sweep of an 
area near the village of An Hoa   between the South 
China Sea and the Dam Trao (Lake) in coastal Binh 
Dinh Province.  As the sweep began, a Viet Cong 
was captured possessing several US made M26 
Hand Grenades. The enemy soldier was unusually 
tall...nearly 6 foot and heavy set. Very unusual and 
uncharacteristic of most of the local Viet Cong 
forces. 
 

Shortly after the capture, 2LT Ohman tripped a 
booby-trapped grenade which exploded...killing 
him and wounding a second soldier. During the distraction of the explosion...the 
captured VC tried to escape and was killed as he refused to halt and continued to try 
and flee. 
 

Later in the sweep...and just a few hundred meters to the south, near the village of 
An Quang on the shores of the Dam Ta O...several Hand Grenade Booby Traps were 
discovered and destroyed in place...and another VC, this time a female, suspected of 
being the wife of the killed VC, was captured and removed to the rear for 
questioning. A map of the location of the incident is shown below: 
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Awards and Decorations of Gary Ohman: 
 

 

 
HQ 1st Field Force Vietnam                                                                           

 
For distinguishing himself by outstanding meritorious service in connection with ground 
operations against a hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam during the period  
 

July, 1969 to August, 1969 
 
Through his untiring efforts and professional ability, he consistently obtained 
outstanding results.  He was quick to grasp the implications of new problems with which he 
was faced as a result of the ever-changing situations inherent in the counterinsurgency 
operation and to find ways and means to solve those problems.  The energetic application 
of this extensive knowledge has materially contributed to the efforts of the United States 
mission to the Republic of Vietnam to assist that country in ridding itself of the communist 
threat to its freedom. His initiative, zeal, sound judgment and devotion to duty have been in 
the highest tradition of the United States Army and reflect great credit on him and on the 
military service. 
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