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Gregorio L. Pangelinan 
”HQ” Company, Scout Platoon, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry 

Private First Class, E3, Posthumous Promotion to CPL, RA67190907, MOS 11D10  
Home of Record: Mongmong, GU  

Date of Birth: August 24, 1942, Age at time of loss: 26, Married  
173rd Airborne Brigade (Separate), Binh Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam 

Start of Tour: February 18, 1969, Date of Casualty: March 9, 1969, Days in Country: 19  
Casualty Type A1, OED, Panel 30W - Row 094 

 
Greg Pangelinan was killed in action when the 
Armored Personnel Carrier (APC) he was riding on 
from the Scout Platoon hit a land mine estimated to 
have been approximately 40 pounds of high 
explosives. He was killed instantly by the blast and 
two others were seriously wounded. The APC was 
completely destroyed by the explosion. 
 
Contact has been made with Greg Pangelinan's son, 
Martin Pangelinan, who attended our 2009 Reunion 
Wreath Laying Ceremony at Fort Benning, GA. (Photos 
on the next page). Greg has promised to try to locate a 
photo of his dad for us. Martin Pangelinan spent his 
growing years longing to be a soldier...like the father he 
never knew. He made his dream a reality and currently holds the rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel in the US Army Reserves. 

 
 
Below is a map showing the location of the incident where Corporal Pangelinan was 
killed. 
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At our 2009 Reunion, 14 honored "Family and friends" of men killed in action while serving with the 50th 
Infantry in Vietnam attended our Wreath Laying Ceremony at our Memorial in front of the 1st Bn., 50th 
Infantry Headquarter at Fort Benning. Below are photos of Martin Pangelinan, in attendance. 
 

      
 

In The photo Above Left, Martin Pangelinan (2nd from right) talks with Association President Jimmy Segars 
in front of our Memorial. In the photo above right, LTC Pangelinan (Center)and Command Sergeant Major 
(Patrzalek) chat with Reunion Committee Chairperson and former Association President John Topper. 

 
Gregorio L. Pangelinan is buried at Guam Veterans Cemetery, formerly known as U.S. Naval Cemetery #2, 
Piti, Guam, Mariana Islands, U.S. Territory. 
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Greg Pangelinan's Awards and Decorations: 
 

 
HQ 173rd Airborne Brigade (Separate) 

General Orders Number Unknown*                                                                                                                      March 1968  
 

Corporal Gregoria Pangelinan distinguished himself by outstanding meritorious service in 
connection with ground operations against a hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam during the 
period from February 18, 1968 to  March 9, 1968.  Through his untiring efforts and professional 
ability, he consistently obtained outstanding results.  He was quick to grasp the implications of new 
problems with which he was faced as a result of the ever-changing situations inherent in the 
counterinsurgency operation and to find ways and means to solve those problems.  The energetic 
application of this extensive knowledge has materially contributed to the efforts of the United 
States mission to the Republic of Vietnam to assist that country in ridding itself of the communist 
threat to its freedom. Corporal Pangelinan's initiative, zeal, sound judgment and devotion to duty 
were in the highest tradition of the United States Army and reflected great credit on him and on the 
military service. 

 

 
 

                    
         Bronze         Purple       National       Vietnam     Vietnam      
           Star            Heart        Defense        Service     Campaign      

                                           
         *The Association "Assumes" the award of the Bronze Star is for  Meritorious Service.    There is the possibility his award could 
be for valor, but documentation is currently unavailable to support same. The citation wording shown here is "generic" to a 
Meritorious Bronze Star.                                                                         


