
 
 

 
1st 

Cavalry 
Division  

(Airmobile) 
 

 
1st Battalion 
50th Infantry 

 
“D” Company  

 
Heavy 

Weapons 

David Lloyd Parker 
Heavy Weapons Platoon, "D" Company, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry 

Specialist 4th Class, E4, US55850677, MOS 11C40  
Home of Record: Alden, MN  

Date of Birth: October 3, 1946, Age at time of loss: 21, Single  
1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile), Binh Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam 

Start of Tour: September 1, 1967, Date of Casualty: January 31, 1968, Days in Country: 152  
Casualty Type A2, Gun, small arms fire, Panel 36E - Row 029

 
 

During the fierce fighting that ensued at the outset of 
the Tet Offensive near Phu My in Binh Dinh 
Province, "D" Company came into contact with a 
large enemy force Northeast of Phu My and to the 
East of the villages of Tan An (See map below).   Mick 
Hawkins, also a member of Parkers squad 
remembered:  
 
"The NVA rolled out a heavy machine gun after we had 
taken over from Company B...who had withdrew from the 
fight in the general direction from which this gun 
appeared. The men all opened up on the Machine gun, 
but SSGT Bell order them to hold their fire as he feared 
we would hit the troops of "B" Company. The machine 
gun wreaked havoc on our troops. After the fight, we 
found Dave Parker dead of what appeared to be 
a large caliber weapon wound."  
 
Also killed during the  battle was Corporal 
Melvin Joe Williams, also with "D" 
Company.    
 
The action lasted from January 31st through 
February 4th  and was part of "Operation 
Pershing II".  Enemy forces lost (By Body 
Count) 139 killed during the action while U.S. 
forces suffered 4 dead. To read the After 
Action Report for the action go to: 
http://www.ichiban1.org/pdf/Memorial/Persh
ing2.pdf 
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David Parker is buried at Rosehill Cemetery, Wells, Faribault County, Minnesota. 
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Dave Parker's Awards and Decorations: 
 

 

 
Combat Infantry Badge 

 
HQ 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile), General Orders Number 1718, 21 March 1968 

 
For heroism, not involving participation in aerial flight, in connection with Military operations 
against a hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam: Specialist. Four Parker distinguished himself by 
exceptionally valorous actions on 31 January 1968, while serving as a squad leader with 
Company D, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry during a combat mission near Tan An, 
Republic of Vietnam. When his unit came in contact with a large enemy force, Specialist Parker 
exposed himself to the hostile fire as he moved through an open area and secured a resupply of 
ammunition. While providing covering fire for his men, Specialist Parker was mortally wounded. 
His display of personal bravery and devotion to duty was in keeping with the highest traditions of 
the military service and reflects great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army. 
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