' APFENDIX D TO INCLCSURE 1

SUBJECT: ~FTER ACTIUKS RIIORT - TET OFFENSIVE FORU FHU MY DISTRICT

. 1. (U) OFERATION: PERSHING IL

2. (U) EEKICD COVERED: 31 Januery 1968 -~ 4 February 1968.

3, (U) LOCATICN: Phu My District, Binh Dinh Provinee, RVM.

L. (U) COMLND Hy: 1st Bn (1), 50th Inf, 1st Air Cav Div,

5. (U) REICRTING OFFICER: Lieutenant Colonel Cheney L. Bertholf Jr,
Commanding Officer, lst Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry,
tst Air Cavalry Division.

6, (€) TaSK CRGANIZATICH:

310800 Jan - 311730 Jan 4, B & D Co 1/50 (C.Opcon 2/8,
4 Opcon 2d Bde UFLIFT). |

311730 Jan - 020714 Feb A, B, 1/50, € 2/5.

03 Feb B 1/50, Elements lst Dn 41lst ARVN
A co 1/50, D 1/50, A 2/5.

7. (C) OUPPORTING PORGES:

24 Bde Aviation B Dtry 7/15 Arty L1st ARVN Regt
B Btry 7/13 irty L Co 227th ivn Bn Hegional Forces
i Treop 1/9 Cav 15th Med Bn of Thu My Dist
2/20 Arty LRA " I Co 8th Engr

8. (C) ' INTELLIGENCS:

&, The enery's offensive on Fhu My District Headguarters

was the locel effort in the nation wide coordinated Tet Offensive. In
spite of this fact, no information concerning the offensive was made
available to our tactical units prior tu the fact, In this Battelion,
virtually all enemy information was obtained from the advisors to List
AEVi Hegiment and Thu Iy District. This intellipgence began to flow in
only after the enemy hed quite blatantly moved, in force, to within
striking distence on three sides of the district Headquarters of Fhu My.
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b, On the nights of 29 and 30 Jan, the enemy first
projected his intentions with morter harrassment and limited ground
probes of Fhu My District and, to a lesser degree, of Li1st ALV
Legimental Hg et 1Z Crystel. -

¢. On the morning of 31 Jun, the eremy night activities
continued into the doy and it appeared to the Fhu by Distric{ advisor
that he was about to receive a daylight greund attack., Civilisns werc
evecwmting several hamlets arcund Thu My, &t 0755 31 Jan, the road

betwean LZ Uplift and Thu My was closed to non-tactical traffic.

d. & Topular Forces ratrol made contact with an-ene
foree, unknown size, moving towsrds Thu hy,.-at Tan in (Cr 028692 nd
the 1st In (), 5Oth Inf began deploying its forces in preparaticn to
deliver yet ancther disaster to the enery,

9. (C) MISH-ION: To fix and destroy in turn the eneny clements
poised for an attack on Thu My Dlstirict.

10. {C) CUNCEIT OF Ci#hiTIUNS: Using intelligence gathered by
Victnemese forces, 1/50 Mech and several airmebile comprnies will precmpt
the cnemy intentiun tc win a great victory at Fhu My,. Cnce located by
LIVH, RF cnd FF saturation patrols, the encmy will be fixed in place bty
mochinized farces, prepared by artillery, Al and Tacticel Air. Vhere
possible, enemy ccncentrations will be encireled by airmebile trocps to
preciude the enemy's fleeing in the lace ¢f the inevitabtle crushing
mechanized attack, This encirclement effort will be complimented by
carefully planned end cocrdinated artillery tlocking fires, illumiroticn
snd greund surveillonce. Iriority of supporting firos goes to units in
contoet.

11, {C) EJXCUIION:

2. General: &S the situaticn developed, the enemy was 1o
be located in three separate rositions in turn around the thu by District
Hq. In each case, initizl intelligence was gained by Vietnamese units,
and mechenized units were rapidly moved to the scens. In cach case, the
¢nemy, once located and fixed, was prepared by supporting arms, then
ruthlessly reduced by o viclent mechenized attack. : '

b. HMHanuever:

(1) The first of the three enccunters tock place to
the N.Z. of Fhu ¥y.

a, at 1045 on 30 Jan the Battsnlicn was notified
that the Us Forces had termineted the Tet truce effective 0945 thet day.
nlthough the Matielion had no “hord" intelligence cuoncerning enermy locaticne,
availsble cormpanies were deployed on Sesrch and Cleer operaticns without
significant findings. Fight locations were, as prescribed by CO, 24 Zde,
near Rt 1, north and south of LZ Uplift, During the night, the snemy
conducted varicus indireect weapons attecks and probes.
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Sticky Note
This Coordinate is wrong. Tan An is located at approximately BR928692. (Refer to map-sheet Series L7014-6837-III
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L, On the merning cf 31 Jan, 1/50 egain deployed
two Mech ccmpanies on genersl sesrch and cloar missiens with no firm
intelligence of pingcinted enemy 1ocaticns. At 0850, Thu My Distriet Hg
reperted that o Forular Forces patrol was in centact o the H.E, of Fhu
Yy District at Tan an (3R 928691). an cerinl scout term was irmediately
requested and dispatched to Thu ¥y, B ~nd D Cols were directed to
immedistely move towards the reported centect. Dy 1100 toth were in
rositicn south ana nerth of Fhu Ky on highwey 1 respectively. D Co
was directed to move east to the northern edge of Tan .an, and to
sweep S.W. to fix the resor of the cneny foree gothered to attack Phu My.
Co B 1/50 was held at L% Crystal and directed to reccennoitre & counter
attack route eround the N.E. of Thu My. ot 1236, Co D 1/50 arrived at
the ncrthern end of Tzn sin and began its sweep in n scuth westerly
dirzcticn. Ccntact was mede with an estimoted enemy company as the Co
offected its turn, (See Sketch 1)

c. licguest was immediately made to CO, 2d Bde
fer the release of Co A 1/50 from base defense of LZ Uplift. Co &
meved to the right flank of Co D and Co B moved to the South side of
Dinh Tri (ER 912678) where contact wal also made immediately, During the
movement of both companies, 8%, 155 and AR\ were usad extensively on
both Tan in and Binh Tri hamlets., The eneny force was then estimated
to be in battelion strength. VWhile Co B contained the cnemy to the
south side of Zinh Tri, Cc i znéd D lounched a simultanecuus atteek to
the S.W. throuzgh Tan in. Co D attacking on the left continues to
encounter stiff resistonce from a well entrenched encmy ermed with many
sutomstic end anti-tznk weapons., Go w encountared sporadie resistance
epd moved t tha northern edge of Linh Tri, Throughout this acticn,
teoms from the 1/9 Cav and the 2d Ixle Scout secticns werd invalucble
in seresning the flanks and rear of the sttacking companies where 2n
wndetermined, but significant number cof snipers were engaged end
eliminated. Cf perticular merit werc the cutstonding cctiens of
Lt Mauldin, Bde Scout teanm lcader who continued to oggressively screcn
even after his H-13 was hit several times, Co D elininated the eneny
resistonce, bubt was rrevented by derkness from conducting a therough
relice of the contact area, and cculd positively identify cnly 5 HVi.
XIA prior to moving back to 1Z Uplift for security. ZIEnrcute to Uplift,
1/9 Cev gunships flying overhead cover for Co D received fire at
coordinates DR 9207CL. Keturned fire coused two secondary explosicns
and an enemy assessment of 5 KLi, :Meanwhile, Co C 2/6 was airlifted to
Thu My District Headquarters and was integrated inte the defenses to
the right. 4 and B Co's set ur north and scuth of Binh Tri. Srocky
provided illuminetion and highly effective blocking fires threuzhceut the
night.

' d, During the night, both i and D 1/50 engaged
small greups of enemy octtempting te escere from the henlet. #lso during
the night, LZ Crystal and Fhu My District were probed and mortared from
the south and west. Apparently, the mzin sttack on Thu My was have
ccre from Binh Tri where the enemy was being held and reduced by the
cembination of Mechanized Units and Srooky.
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e, The rlan for the final atteck un DBinh Tri was
fur Co C 2/5 to block aleng the western side of town while & and L moved
¢n line thrcugh from ecst to weet. This was eompleted by noon 1 Feb,

The units encountercd only sperodic eentact as they swept through the
‘hamlet, TFhu ¥y District reyorted that 100 VO with many WIi had retreated
i TR OLOE9G. sn eir strike waz requested and delivered te that lomaticn.
L 1/50 end C 2/5 were diverted tu search the arca from the nerth to socuth,
while Co & 1/50 policed the battle arca. D 1/50 engazed and killed 1
WVi. whe in turn killed threc of his ccmrades with a grenade intended

for his exceutioners, ’

' £. The following is & breakdown of cnemy and
friendly losses for the Tan in/linh Tri contact: '

KL: 42 _ 1
Wla - 1 7
cL. 1 -
s/ - 29 ‘ -
¢/ WINS - -

(2) Following the contact at Pinh Tri, Co B cunducted search and
clear operaticns to the Bast of Zinh Tri, Intcliizence had repcried an
cnemy force in Trung Thanh, but the dszy of 2 Feb netted no findings.

Co 4 wes deployed to the Worth of LZ Urlift and likewise netted nothing.
A visit with the cumanding officer, L1st iRVE yielded intelligence indi-
cating a hegiment enemy Dn vicinity IR SL6623. A rlan was agrecd upon,
From 41st AV, twe Bn's respoctively were to cenduct dismounted swecps
towards the cbjective from East and Wost respectively while one Mech Co
weuld sirultoncously swieep dowvn from the Nerth ond estoblish a bleck on
the North. (See sketch Map 3)

2., it O745 3 Feb, Co B moved towerds its assigned objective
end was in positicn et 1024, At 1047, 1st Bn Li1st LRVN elements repcrted
contzct with an enemy force of widmoewn size in Vinh lohn, DR 940610,
Irmodistely, US artillery wes directed cn the clearly visible cnemy from the
1/50 CC helicopter. Cu B was meved Bust to & positicn directly Nerth of the
encry sighting., The 41st L3V cxceutive officer was ricked up in the 1/50 -~
CC, and a joint attack was courdinated and initizted by Ce B at 1202 hrs.

b. Within 20 minutes, Cu = had located and engaged soveral
enery squads dug in on the Nerth side of town, thile the ARVE were initial-
1y quitc involved in the attack, they withdrew prior te its completicn.
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c. Cu D suffered scveral eacuzltios during the initial rhases
of the attack., s the Compsny renched the s uth edge of town it encoun-
tered on enemy which had been scettored ond cenfused by the intonsive ond
accurate .rtillery fircs which had Lown adjusted by the 1/50 CC helicouptor.

d. The fellewing is @ break down of cnemy and friendly losses
fcr the Vinh Ithen enpagement:

LNLIY B
KL 21 1
Wla 3 ‘ 1
CILa R T: -
S/ 21 -
C/S WFNS 5 -

(3} Before Co B had finishod exploiting the town of ¥Winh Nohn,
the third side of Thu My District wos threatened, 2nd another clement of
1/50 Inf (M) was called into acticn to clinminate this menzec, a4t 1253 on
3 Feb, two Topuler Forces platoons made centact with an estimated KV, Bat-
talion At 276703, Co o 1/50 was releascd from its bridge security mission
ond boran moving towards the contoet area at thAS. Lt 1503, Co A 2/5 wes
mace OFCUE to 1/50 =nd was directed to begin moving to the cuntzct ~rea
ci1 foct, with the missicn of blocking W of the hamlet te impede the escape
of the eneny foerce into the mountains.:

a. it 1728, Co 4 advancing from the south side of the hamlet
wes heavily cngased with 2 well armed end mumerically supericr enemy which
was dug into the hedge rows con the edse of the homlet ited £,

b. Co & broke centact in minutes snd backed cne hundred meters
to allow for ortillery, 2ir strikes snd crgenic fires., LFOURY was roquested
and confirmed for 1900 arrival.

c. With derkness closing in, Co & 1/50 wos directed to move
tc the $.E. of the hamlet and A 2/5 was éirceted to block in place, This
cunfiguration was favored by the terrzin; the towm was on a finger run-
ning NW. - S.2. with raddy tc the North and Bouth., Thus, the two companies
vere roadily z2ble to ceontnin the three broeakout cttempts which occured fricr
tc STOGEY'S arrivel,

d, Throughout the night there were various attempls to brook-
out, primarily to the Ni of the hamlet, Illumination and blocking fires
from SIOCKY again proved invaluoble,

5
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€. The plan for the 4 Feb attock wos to prepare the objective
apen with Troticsl sir cad artillery prior to the main offert of A 1/50

from the S.W. Co D 1/50 was swved into the S,W, wdge to suprort by fire,
The attack begon ot %23,

£, 4s Cc . 1/50 edvanced, nll three cumpanies emng under
hervy ¢ircct and indircet firc. i1l throe sustained easucltics, but Co 4
1/50 cuntinucd to advonce te the ¢,%. vdge of town where it come undor with-
ering cutematic and anbi-tonk weipons fircs, &8s Cu i 1/50 adveneed, a
large encny foree atterpted teo trock cut to the W, This attempt wT.5
reedily sreiled by a well dug in o 2/5.

g, at 1106 2 1/9 C2v gunship was shet down by enomy firus.
{nly the rapid recetion of the Tersornel Carriers of Co A saved the crow.
Co a's AFCYs ruched ..cross the opun paddy North of the objective arca 0
the rescue of the crew of the stricken helicopter, Seconds after the crew
were ricked wp, the helicopter burst into flames,

_ h. 4dditional Tec ‘dr end Jirtillery were employced egeinst
the cnemy and Co 4o wes directed to szain attack W through the town, then
to cart wheel right and eontinue to the North with Co D along sidc onee
the turn to the horth hed been comploted. This monetver was flawlessly
cxceuted by the two compenivs, and in Lee Deng (4) had fallen to the 1/50
by 1525 heurs.  {See skoteh 5)

i, The follewing is & break <own of cnemy ond fricndly logses
ot an Lec Don (4):

cdeidY Us
Kln 76 -
VL - 32
CI: . _
S/ vi -
C/S WiKS L -

12, ColCLUSIGH

a, In 5 éays operations in 3 scparate contacts, Comranies &, B,
and D of 1/50 suceessfully preempted the locnl cnunyts effort to overrun
and occury lhu My District Headquartors.



b, Resumo of lossos:

KL 139 2
CIi 19 -
Wi L LO
s/a 57 -
C/5 W5 g -

13, COMLNDIR'S KESUME: This seriss of contact gave 1st En 50th Inf
an excallont oprortunity to exercise its full cepabilitics to the maxinum,
Their overwhelming fircpower was once agein used as the mein punch with
dismeunted elements being used to fix ond contein the enemy. srtillery,
Tactical idr ARA and SPOUKY were successfully integrated into the schome
in ench casec, Of particular importance in these engazements was the man-
ner in which the Allied Units rroduced the sound, hard intellifunce on which
the unit was ablc to react swiftly and deeisively. -

CHELLY I BzRTHCLF JR
Lieutenant Coloncl, Infantry
Cormanding
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SXETCH MAP 1
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SKETCH MAP 2
1400~1830 31 Jan
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SKETCH MAP 3
3 Feb 68
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SKETCH MAP 4
3 Feb 68




SKETCH MAP 5
Iy Feb 68




