
 
 

 
173rd 

Airborne 
Brigade 

 

 
1st Battalion 
50th Infantry 

 

 
“A” Company  

 
 

 
Corporal 

 
 

 
Infantry 

Ronald E Pillow 
”A” Company, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry 

Private First Class, E3, Posthumous Promotion to CPL, US54564516, MOS 11B10  
Home of Record: Hughes, AR  

Date of Birth: November 11, 1947, Age at time of loss: 20, Single  
173rd Airborne Brigade (Separate), Binh Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam 

Start of Tour: May 7, 1968, Date of Casualty: July 13, 1968, Days in Country: 67  
Casualty Type A1, OED, Panel 52W - Row 024 

 
 

Corporal Ron Pillow was killed In Action on July 13, 1968, 
near base of Cay Giep Mountain south of Bong Son in Binh 
Dinh Province (See map below). Also killed in the blast was 
SGT Thomas Lukes. The Battalion History for the period 
stated: 
 

"Two men from "A" Company were killed by a pressure 
detonated mine in the vicinity of BR937862. The mine was 
suspected to have been a 105mm Artillery Shell rigged with a 
pressure detonating device". 
  
Former "A" Company man Glen Nicholls remembers: "I 
was not there, but remember those who were stating that they 
thought the mine might have been much larger than a 105 
round.  The blast killed the two men immediately...they did not 
suffer". 
 

A map of the location of the incident is shown below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Continued... 



 
Ron Pillow is buried at Crittenden Memorial Park, 1 Mile west of Marion on Highway 64, Crittenden County, 
Arkansas (Photos Below): 

   
 

Awards and Decorations of Ronald Pillow: 
 

 

 
HQ 173rd Airborne Brigade (Separate) 

General Orders Number 1974                                                                                                                 23 July 1968  
 

Corporal Ronald E. Pillow distinguished himself by outstanding meritorious service in 
connection with ground operations against a hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam during 
the period from May 1968 to  July 1968.  Through his untiring efforts and professional 
ability, he consistently obtained outstanding results.  He was quick to grasp the implications 
of new problems with which he was faced as a result of the ever-changing situations inherent 
in the counterinsurgency operation and to find ways and means to solve those problems.  The 
energetic application of this extensive knowledge has materially contributed to the efforts 
of the United States mission to the Republic of Vietnam to assist that country in ridding itself 
of the communist threat to its freedom. Corporal Pillow's initiative, zeal, sound judgment and 
devotion to duty were in the highest tradition of the United States Army and reflected great 
credit on him and on the military service. 
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