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Howard Samuel Pontuck 
Training Team Leader 

MACV, Advisory Team 56 
Former Executive Officer, "B" Company, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry 

First Lieutenant, O2, OF108909, MOS 1542  
Home of Record: New York, NY  

Date of Birth: February 10, 1943, Age at time of loss: 24, Single  
MACV, Phong Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam 

Start of Tour: September 8, 1967, Date of Casualty: March 8, 1968, Days in Country: 182               
Casualty Type A1, OED, Panel 43E - Row 058 

 
 

Howard Pontuck was a graduate of West Point...a 
member of the class of 1966...which gained distinction 
as having the most members killed in action than any 
other class involved with the Vietnam war. 
 
He briefly commanded Company B of the 1st Battalion 
(Mechanized), 50th Infantry at Fort Hood, Texas before 
the battalion deployed to Vietnam. He was replaced in 
that capacity by then Captain Richard Guthrie. 
 
Once in Vietnam, Lieutenant Pontuck was not one to be 
kept back in the rear area...as should have been his lot 
as Executive Officer. At every opportunity, he was in 
the field with the troops.  
 
He distinguished himself in battle at the villages of An Lac and An Tinh in early 
January of 1968 and was awarded the Bronze Star for Valor. 
 
Dick Guthrie wrote a short piece about Pontuck for the Association's "War Stories" 
section: http://ichiban1.org/html/news_pages/news_37.htm 

 
Pictured above, Howard Pontuck is seated at the center, with Dick Guthrie "tipping" 
his helmet at his side...and surrounded by the Officers and Forward Observer of 
Company "B", sometime in late 1967. 
 

Continued... 

http://ichiban1.org/html/news_pages/news_37.htm


 
 

 
Howard Pontuck wanted to move to MACV...where he felt he could be of 
better use to the war effort. He finally got his wish and was transferred to an 
area near Can Tho in the Mekong Delta  
 
Lieutenant Pontuck's former friend at MACV, Gary Wehsels, recalls a warm 
but short friendship and the tragic details of a death while working on a mine 
field clearing near the Can Tho River in the Delta region in March of 1968. 
Read his account at: 
http://www.ichiban1.org/pdf/Memorial/PontuckAccount.pdf 

 
 

 
Howard Pontuck is buried at Beth El & Cedar Park Cemetery, Soldier Hill 
Road & Forest Avenue, Paramus, Bergen County, New Jersey. He is in the 
Beth El section, Block 8, Line 8, Grave 40. (Photos Below) 
 

 
 

 
 

Continued... 

http://www.ichiban1.org/pdf/Memorial/PontuckAccount.pdf
http://www.cedarparkbethelcemeteries.com/


 
 

Howard Pontuck's Awards and Decorations*: 
 

 

 
Combat Infantry Badge 

 

 
HQ 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile), General Orders Number 2076, 9 April 

1968 
 

For heroism, not involving participation in aerial flight, in connection with 
Military operations against a hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam: First 
Lieutenant Pontuck distinguished himself by exceptionally valorous actions 
on 2 January 1968, while serving as Executive Officer with Company B, 1st 
Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry during a search and clear mission near 
An Lac, Republic of Vietnam. When his unit became heavily engaged with a large 
enemy force and sustained several casualties, Lieutenant Pontuck exposed 
himself to the enemy fire as he moved through an open area to assist his 
wounded comrades. Disregarding his own safety, he then moved the injured 
men to covered positions. His display of personal bravery and devotion to 
duty was in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and 
reflects great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army. 
 

 

   

                                 
     Bronze              Air             Purple      National          Vietnam        Vietnam 
        Star             Medal           Heart        Defense           Service        Campaign 

 
 
 
 
 
 
* This compilation is, in all likelihood, incomplete. Awards shown are only those either documented or strongly "assumed" to 
have been awarded.                              


