Thomas Randell Ramey

3rd Platoon, “D” Company, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry
Private First Class, E3, US51645252, MOS 11B10
Home of Record: Tomahawk, KY
Date of Birth: October 8, 1947, Age at time of loss: 20, Single
4th Infantry Division, Binh Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam
Start of Tour: December 9, 1967, Date of Casualty: March 18, 1968, Days in Country: 100
Casualty Type A1, OED, Panel 45E – Row 027
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Tom Ramey was killed instantly when, at 5:30 PM on the
afternoon on March 18th, 1968, when his squad's
Armored Personnel Carrier (APC) hit a large mine and
was completely destroyed. Also killed was Larry LeDonne,
the APC Driver. 5 other men were wounded.
Ramey was the 50 Cal. Machine Gunner and rode in the
APC's Gun Cupola.
Affectionately called "Hillbilly" by his platoon mates (This
since he hailed from Tomahawk, KY) he was a popular
member of the unit.
Jerry Couch, from Larry's former platoon, sent me a note
on Ramey where he stated:
"I can still see that Track (APC) coming down in pieces. I
remember it just like it was yesterday. I often think of him
and the others from our "D" Company who were killed in action."
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The map to the left
shows the coordinates
of where Ramey and
LeDonne were killed.
The area around the
hill to the Southwest of
the site was the scene of
several severe land
mine incidents during
our tour. The enemy
knew we were limited
with where we could
traverse between our
Base Camp to the West
and the Beach Area
along the South China
Sea to the East.
Mountains impassable
by our APCs were
located just South of
the highway visible in
the lower portion of the map...which only gave us two viable paths to travel.

Continued...

Thomas Randell Ramey is buried at Williams Cemetery, Tomahawk, KY.

Tom Ramey's Awards and Decorations:

Combat Infantry Badge

Headquarters 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile)
General Orders Number 2290

16 April 1968

For distinguishing himself by outstanding meritorious service in connection with ground
operations against a hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam during the period from December,
1967, to
March, 1968. Private First Class Ramey, through his untiring efforts and
professional ability, consistently obtained outstanding results. He was quick to grasp the
implications of new problems with which he was faced as a result of the ever-changing
situations inherent in the counterinsurgency operation and to find ways and means to solve
those problems. The energetic application of this extensive knowledge has materially
contributed to the efforts of the United States mission to the Republic of Vietnam to assist
that country in ridding itself of the communist threat to its freedom. Private First Class
Ramey's initiative, zeal, sound judgment and devotion to duty were in the highest tradition of the
United States Army and reflected great credit on him and on the military service.
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