Charles Allen Raulston
”C” Troop, 2nd Platoon, 2nd Squadron, 1st Armored Cavalry
Staff Sergeant, E6, RA408709603, MOS 11D40
Home of Record: South Pittsburg, TN
Date of Birth: August 22, 1941, Age at time of loss: 28, Married
I Field Force Vietnam, Binh Thuan Province, Republic of Vietnam
Start of Tour: November 7, 1969, Date of Casualty: March 21, 1970, Days in Country: 134
Casualty Type A1, Gun, small arms fire, Panel 12W - Row 031
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We have determined that Charles Raulston was not a
member of the 1st Battalion (M), 50th Infantry when killed in
action on March 21st, 1970. We currently do not have
access to the information that reported him as one of our
KIAs, but it was indicated in a note on our original “In
Memoriam” pages that someone within our Association
identified him as such. It is possible he had transferred from
the 50th Infantry to the 2nd Squadron, 1st Cavalry, where
he was subsequently killed in action.
Raulston’s name is inscribed on our 50th Infantry Vietnam
Memorial in front of Battalion Headquarters, Fort Benning,
Georgia. His name will remain on our memorial.
The Daily Staff Journal "Spot Report" for the event states: "2nd Platoon Ambush
Element had contact initiated on them at approximately 1815 hours by an estimated
VC Squad from the Northwest. The Enemy employed Automatic Weapons and either
60mm Mortars or B40 Rockets. The ambush element returned fire with small arms
and machine gun fire. The enemy withdrew to the Northwest and Artillery was called
in on the suspected fleeing enemy. A search of the area netted 2 M16 Magazines, 20 M16 spent cartridges, 5 40mm (M79 Grenade) rounds, 2 long antennas for PRC25
Radios, 3 rolls of Claymore Wire." In the attack, Raulston was killed and another
man was wounded and med-evac'd out. A map of the location of the attack is shown
below. There were no enemy casualties found.
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Charles Raulston,s Awards and Decorations:

HQ 1st Field Force Vietnam
General Orders Number 433

18 April 197 0

For heroism in connection with ground operations against a hostile force in the Republic of
Vietnam: Staff Sergeant Raulston distinguished himself on 21 March 1970 while serving as an
ambush patrol leader. The platoon was conducting a five day dismounted operation Northeast of
Song Mao. On the evening of 21 March 1970, at approximately 1730 hours, their night defensive
position received intensive fire from an unknown size enemy force. Sergeant Raulston reacted
immediately and retaliated with accurate counter fire which momentarily disorganized the
enemy's attack. His actions inspired confidence in his men who quickly seized the initiative and
began laying down accurate suppressive fire. Staff Sergeant Raulston continued to direct the
counter fire until he was mortally wounded by enemy fire. His quick reactions and gallant
performance of duty were directly responsible for averting an enemy victory and saving the
lives of the other members of his patrol. moved his personnel carrier up to the base of a
mountain and provided heavy fire support for the ground element. Disregarding his own safety,
he threw grenades into numerous caves destroying the enemy. When the firing ceased, he entered
the caves and retrieved the enemy bodies as well as captured weapons and equipment. His actions
accounted for several of the enemy being destroyed and provided the impetus needed for the
defeat of the enemy. Staff Sergeant Raulston's heroic actions were in keeping with the highest
tradition s of the military service and reflect great credit on himself, his unit, and the United
States Army.
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