
 
 

Claude Roberts 
1st Platoon, “C” Company, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry 

Private First Class, E3, US53580106, MOS 11B10  
Home of Record: Delray Beach, FL  

Date of Birth: June 15, 1947, Age at time of loss: 20, Single  
173rd Airborne Brigade (Separate), Binh Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam 

Start of Tour: March 13, 1968, Date of Casualty: April 11, 1968, Days in Country: 29  
Casualty Type A1, MFW, Panel 49E - Row 026 

 
 

PFC Claude Roberts was killed while the 1st 
Platoon of "C" Company was on a search and 
destroy mission on the coastal central highlands in 
the Bong Song Plains. At 1449 hours, Roberts 
stepped on a "Bouncing Betty" type land mine at 
map grid location BR839977 (See map below), 
killing him and wounding three others Among the 
wounded were Acting 2LT, Platoon Leader Norm 
Poage, who was walking "point" with Roberts. 
 
PFC Roberts was awarded the Bronze Star for 
Heroism as well as the Purple Heart, both 
Posthumously. 
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Claude Roberts is buried at Pine Ridge Cemetery, 700 Southwest 8th Avenue, Delray Beach, Palm Beach 
County, Florida (Photo below) 

 
 

Awards and Decorations of Claude Roberts: 

 
Combat Infantry Badge 

 
 

                                                                                                                  
                               

 

 
HQ 173rd Airborne Brigade (Separate) 

General Orders Number 1264                                                                                                                        4 M ay 1968   
 

For heroism in connection with military operations against a hostile force. Private First Class 
Roberts distinguished himself on 11 April 1968 in the Republic of Vietnam. On this day Company C 
was moving through an area of thick vegetation and extremely rough terrain. The 1st platoon was 
moving through an area which was heavily booby trapped and mined by the enemy. Private Roberts, 
who was voluntarily walking point, spotted several of the mines and proceeded to mark them, 
insuring the safety of his fellow men. As he was marking an enemy mine, another mine was triggered, 
mortally wounding him. Through his courage and complete disregard for his own safety, and 
profound concern for his fellow soldiers, he averted loss of life and injury to the other 
members of his platoon. Private First Class Roberts' actions were in keeping with the highest   
tradition s  of the military service and reflect great credit on himself, his unit,  and the United 
States Army. 
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