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OMBAT OUTPOST MOCLAIN, AFGHAMNISTAN—U.S.
Ay Spo. Ethan Wison made the decision 1o join
the Army when ne was 14 years old. Fve years ago.
he was a Sopomors in high school and nis brother Thomas
was deployed to Afghanistan with the 173rd Airbome Brigade
Comibat Tearn. Today, Wilson finds himeelf at Combat Outpost
MeoCilain in Afghanistan's Logar Prowinca, a wornd away from the
small town of Maurertown, Va., whens ne grew up and cnly milss
from the placs whers his brothar [ast stood.
“Why Drother was kiled in action in 2007 in Paktka with tha
1t of the 503ra,” said Wilson.
Tha loes of his brother was the catahyst for Wilsons Army

By Sgt. Machael Sword

senice, and as soon as he graduated high school he followed
his brother and joined the Army: Aftar losing one son to tha war in
Afghanistan, his parents wena hesitant about his decision at first.
“I tokd them | wanted to join, and at first they were skaptical
about it,” he said. “Onoe | went off to basic and came back they
wire all really supportive and prowd of me.”
Whila ha was in basic combat training, Wison did evenything
e Coulkd to Maks sure Ne 9ot 1o airborne Sohool. Still following the
ath of his brother, he mads it through nis Training and graduated
airbome school. In a stroks of ok or fate, he found himsaif ona
plans to Garmarky to 15t Squadron, 815t Cavalry Ragiment, 17350
ABCT, the same brigada that Thomas sarved with years ago. Whils
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he didn't enlist as an infantryman, ne did
find his way to the front of the fight az a
oavalry soout.

“1 knew | wantsd to go combat anmes.
When it came down 1o it cav soout just
sounded oooler,” he said. “Finding out |
wik going to Germany to be in the sams
unit was pratly Sweat_ "

KNowing sxacty what he signed up
for, Wilscn knew he wouwld everually be
hisaded for war Now Sapioyed, e patrols
the dusty roads of Afighanistans Logar
Prowvinos as a team leadsr in 3rd Platoon.
Arcund his wrist, a metal bracelst baring
hiz Drothar's nams carmes the memaory of
Thomas wherswar the younger Wilson goss.
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“Knowing exactly what
he signed up for, Wilson
knew he would eventually
be headed for war.??

“The bracelst | wear
gvary day iz oafinitaly my
mitivation,” ha said.

A his criginal enfistment
oOMmes 1o a closs, following
in hig brothars footsteps and
the support of his family has
led him somewhens ng really
wants to ba.

“Mty whole family has
been really supportve along
the way, 80 thats definitaty
halped.” he caid.

“I'm definitaly planning
on re-enlisting.” he said. 1
lonva winat | do. | enjoy every
day of it, =0 | might as weall
keap coing what | enjoy.”
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