
 

 
William A. "Billy" Sims 

2nd Squad, 3rd Platoon, ”C” Company, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry 
Private First Class, E3, US54441436, MOS 11B10  

Home of Record: Fort Worth, TX  
Date of Birth: March 22, 1947, Age at time of loss: 20, Married  

1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile), Binh Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam 
Start of Tour: October 19, 1967, Date of Casualty: February 12, 1968 , Days in Country: 116  

Casualty Type A1, ARM, Panel 39E - Row 014
 

 
During the weeks following the 1968 Tet 
Offensive, the 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th 
Infantry continued to find & destroy Viet Cong 
and NVA elements throughout the LZ Uplift 
Area of Operations. 
 
On February 12th, 1968, near the village of 
Vinh Phu, map grid coordinates BR955635, 
Charlie Company came in contact with an 
unknown size enemy force. During this initial 
attack, William Sims' Armored Personnel 
Carrier was struck by an enemy B40 Rocket. 
Sims was mortally wounded by the blast. "C" 
Company went on to discover the source of the 
attach and countered...destroying 4 Bunkers, 
capturing 2 AK-47 Assault Rifles, 2 Light 
Machine Guns and killing a total of 13 enemy 
soldiers. 
 
PFC Sims was awarded a Bronze Star with "V" Device (For Valor) in this action.  
A map of the location is shown below:  
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In the photo below, from Squad Leader Toby Hamon's Photo Album, Billy Simms is on top of the APC in the 
center. 

 
 

In the photo below, Billy SIms is located on top of the APC behind the M60 Machine Gun Armor. 
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William Sims is buried at Laurel Land Cemetery, 7100 Crowley Road, Fort Worth, Tarrant County, Texas. 

    
 

 
Awards And Decorations of William Sims 

 
Combat Infantry Badge 

 
HQ 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) 

General Orders Number 3157                                                                                           12 May 19 68 
 

For heroism, not involving participation in aerial flight, in connection with military 
operations against a hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam. Private First Class Sims 
distinguished himself by exceptionally valorous action on 12 February 1968, while 
serving with Company  C, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry during a search and 
destroy mission near Mai Hoi, Republic of Vietnam. When his unit became heavily engaged 
with a large enemy force, Private First Class Sims exposed himself to the hostile fire as 
he placed effective suppressive fire on the enemy emplacements. At this time Private First 
Class Sims was mortally wounded. His display of personal bravery and devotion to duty 
was in keeping with the highest   tradition s  of the military service and reflects great 
credit on himself, his unit,  and the United States Army. 
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