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Larry Hays Smith 
”HHC”, Heavy Weapons Platoon, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry 

Private First Class, E3, Posthumous Promotion to CPL, US53671143, MOS 11C10 
Home of Record: Jackson, MS 

Date of Birth: October 1, 1944, Age at time of loss: 23, Single 
173rd Airborne Brigade (Separate), Binh Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam 

Start of Tour: May 13, 1968, Date of Casualty: June 29, 1968, Days in Country: 47 
Casualty Type: Misadventure. Friendly Fire "Short Round", Panel 54W - Row 020

 
 

Larry Smith was one of the first replacements to 
arrive at the 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th 
Infantry after the Battle of An Bao on May 5th, 
1968. A Mortar man, he was assigned to the 4.2 inch 
Mortar section of the Heavy Weapons Platoon 
which had reverted from being a "D" Company 
element back to Headquarter Company in the early 
summer of 1968.  The "Four-Deuce" Mortar was 
located at LZ Uplift while the rest of the heavy 
weapons platoon was scattered in various 
assignments throughout the 50th Infantry area of 
operations. 
 
On the evening of June 29th, a fire mission was 
called and the first round out of the 4.2 mortar tube 
exploded 40 feet off the ground, killing Smith 
Instantly. 
 
A map of the location of the incident is shown below: 
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Larry Smith is buried at Magee Cemetery, 1st Avenue NE, Magee, Simpson County, Mississippi (Photo 
Below): 

 
 

Awards and Decorations of Larry Hays Smith: 
 

 
Combat Infantry Badge 

 

 
HQ 173rd Airborne Brigade (Separate) 

General Orders Number 1897                                                                                                               12 July 1968 
 

For distinguishing himself by outstanding meritorious service in connection with ground operations against a 
hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam during the period 15 May1968 to 29 June 1968.  Through his untiring 
efforts and professional ability, he consistently obtained outstanding results.  He was quick to grasp the 
implications of new problems with which he was faced as a result of the ever-changing situations inherent in the 
counterinsurgency operation and to find ways and means to solve those problems.  The energetic application of 
this extensive knowledge has materially contributed to the efforts of the United States mission to the Republic 
of Vietnam to assist that country in ridding itself of the communist threat to its freedom. His initiative, zeal, 
sound judgment and devotion to duty have been in the highest tradition of the United States Army and reflect 
great credit on him and on the military service. 
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