Thomas Timothy Smith

”D” Company, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry
Specialist 6th Class, E6, RA416544478, MOS 94B30
Home of Record: Demopolis, AL
Date of Birth: June 2, 1942, Age at time of loss: 27, Married
I Field Force Vietnam, Binh Thuan Province, Republic of Vietnam
Start of Tour: September 2, 1969, Date of Casualty: May 3, 1970, Days in Country: 243
Casualty Type A2, MFW, Panel 11W - Row 093
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Tom Smith was killed in action when at 1:45 AM
the Headquarters base camp for Task Force South,
1st Field Force, Vietnam, LZ Betty, was attacked by
a force believed to be the 482B Liberation Front
Battalion. The attack consisted of approximately
125 rounds of enemy 60mm and 82mm mortar fire,
an unknown number of B40/B41 rocket rounds and
"Sapper" probes in at least 4 separate locations of
the base perimeter. At several locations, the
perimeter was penetrated. One Bunker position was
overrun and held for about 1/2 hour and 2 other
bunkers were destroyed as well as numerous
wheeled vehicles and several helicopter aircraft.
Reaction was hampered by base policy which called
for weapons to be secured while forces were in
camp, however, once weaponry was obtained, the enemy was counter-attacked and
forced to retreat. A large force was spotted at a location Northwest of the perimeter
and was fired upon by Artillery and Helicopter Gunships, resulting in 14 enemy
killed. Sweeps of the perimeter at dawn revealed numerous blood trails and dozens
of drag marks indicating a large number of wounded and dead were dragged away
under the cover of darkness.
Also killed during the contact were 50th Infantry men SP4 Roger Craig, SP4 Bob
Haney, SSG Fred Denkins and SP4 Ken Thomas. From the 2nd Squadron, 1st
Cavalry Regiment was SP5 Perry LeClerc. Also killed was an unidentified US
Government Civilian conducting classified business in Binh Thuan Province. 35
other U.S. soldiers were wounded.
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Although the fact that the weaponry of most base camp units being locked has been
"cause for question" for years, command considered the war was far from their
home base and allowed the lack of casualties and major contacts for the first 4
months of 1970 to influence their judgment towards a more "stateside" frame of
mind.
Enemy losses were 14 Killed (By Body Count) and 1 POW captured who confirmed
that the 482B LF was responsible for the attack. 6 U.S. soldiers were killed, 7 U.S.
Helicopters were destroyed and 6 more seriously damaged. Two 3/4 ton trucks, One
5 Ton Truck and One Jeep were destroyed as well as numerous buildings and
structures being damaged, including the HQ of "D" Company, 50th Infantry and the
Graves and Registration Quonset Hut.

Continued...

A map of the location (AN809070) is shown below, with the position of the Attacking Force Main Body at
AN795075.

Photo of 3/4-ton trunk damaged during the battle of LZ Betty. The Photo was provided by Joe Conti, "D"
Company, who was with Smith when he was KIA. Conti also provided the photo of smith used in this
memorial.
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Tom Smith is buried at Green Acres Cemetery, 1485 Schatulga Road, Columbus, Muscogee County, Georgia
31907

Awards and Decorations of Thomas Smith:

HQ, I Field Force Vietnam)
General Orders Number 623

27 May,1970

For heroism in connection with military operations against an armed hostile force in the Republic of
Vietnam. Specialist Six Smith distinguished himself on 3 May 1970, while serving as a member of a company
reactionary force at Landing Zone Betty. At 0130 hours on that date, an enemy force of unknown size
penetrated the perimeter defense and assaulted the compound with a heavy barrage of rockets, grenades,
small arms and automatic weapons fire. At the outset of the action, Specialist Smith helped lead and
organize a reaction force to drive the intruders from the area. Within moments, he had grouped his force
together and deployed them by truck to the contact area. Upon their arrival at the scene of heaviest
contact, Specialist Smith was directing the movement of his troops to assigned positions when his vehicle
was struck by an enemy rocket. The concussion of the exploding round hurled him to the ground, critically
wounded. Despite his intense pain and inability to move, he continued to direct the operation in his sector
until he was evacuated to a medical facility at Cam Ranh Bay, where he succumbed. Specialist Six Smith's
heroic actions were in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect great credit
upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army.
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