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John William Snelson 
3rd Platoon, ”A” Company, 1st Battalion (mechanized), 50th Infantry 

Specialist 4th Class, E4, RA424629742, MOS 11B20  
Home of Record: Cleveland, OH, Home Town: West Blocton, AL 
Date of Birth: August 10, 1950, Age at time of loss: 19, Married  

I Field Force Vietnam, Binh Thuan Province, Republic of Vietnam 
Start of Tour: September 19, 1969, Date of Casualty: April 23, 1970, Days in Country: 216  

Casualty Type A1, Gun, small arms fire, Panel 11W - Row 042

 
 
John Snelson was killed when the ambush element he 
was with  received small arms and mortar fire at 1450 
hours. 
  
The attack came from about 100 meters to their west 
and Snelson was badly wounded in the abdomen and 
legs.  He was evacuated by Medical Helicopter but died 
en route to the hospital. 
 
A sweep of the area from which the enemy attack came 
revealed no enemy casualties. 
 
John Snelson was awarded a Bronze Star for 
meritorious service "Posthumously". 
 
A map of the location (AN736228) is shown below. 
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John Snelson's Awards and Decorations: 
 

 
Combat Infantry Badge 

 
HQ 1st Field Force Vietnam 

General Orders Number 560                                                                                            13 May1970 
 

For distinguishing himself by outstanding meritorious service in connection with 
ground operations against a hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam during the 
period 18 September 1969 to 23 April 1970.  Through his untiring efforts and 
professional ability, he consistently obtained outstanding results.  He was quick 
to grasp the implications of new problems with which he was faced as a result of 
the ever-changing situations inherent in the counterinsurgency operation and to 
find ways and means to solve those problems.  The energetic application of this 
extensive knowledge has materially contributed to the efforts of the United 
States mission to the Republic of Vietnam to assist that country in ridding itself of 
the communist threat to its freedom. His initiative, zeal, sound judgment and 
devotion to duty have been in the highest tradition of the United States Army and 
reflect great credit on him and on the military service. 
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