Nade Michael Stanich

”C” Troop, 3rd Platoon, 2nd Squadron, 1st Armored Cavalry
Private First Class, E3, RA385506563, MOS 11D10
Home of Record: Lexington, MI
Date of Birth: August 28, 1949, Age at time of loss: 20, Married
I Field Force Vietnam, Binh Thuan Province, Republic of Vietnam
Start of Tour: April 25, 1970, Date of Incident: July 3, 1970, Died of Wounds: July 4, 1970
Days in Country: 70, Casualty Type A1, Gun, small arms fire, Panel 09W - Row 120
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We have determined that Nade Stanich was not a member
of the 1st Battalion (M), 50th Infantry when killed in action
in July of 1970.
We currently do not have access to the information that
reported him as one of our KIAs, but it was indicated in a
note on our original “In Memoriam” pages that someone
within our Association identified him as such. It is
possible he had transferred from the 50th Infantry to the
2nd Squadron, 1st Cavalry, where he was subsequently
killed in action...but not likely.
Stanich’s name is inscribed on our 50th Infantry Vietnam
Memorial in front of Battalion Headquarters, Fort
Benning, Georgia. Although we realize we listed him on
our 50th Infantry Memorial in error, the 50th Infantry
Association voted unanimously to have his name remain
on our memorial.
We could find no incidents in the Official IFFV Task Force
South Unit Records for July 4, 1970 involving the 2nd Squadron, 1st Cavalry...however, we
found mention of a combat action in the Intelligence Summary for July 3rd. The following is
paraphrased from that document:
"At 4:30 PM on July 3rd, 1970, in the vicinity of AN847235 (Map Coordinates), 3 Armored
Personnel Carriers (M113) and 1 Tank (M48) on a Reconnaissance and Trafficability Mission
from the 3rd Platoon of Charlie Company, 2nd Squadron 1st Cavalry, were ambushed by an
unknown size enemy force from the South West with 7 to 10 B40 Anti-Tank Rockets. The
Armored Personnel Carriers (APCs) returned fire with M60 Machine Guns, .50 Caliber
Machine Guns, 90mm (Tank Cannon) While Maneuvering during this firing, one APC hit a
mine believed to be a Plastic Composition Type. The Crater left by the blast was 4' x 3'. G/S
expended on 3 or 4 VC in the vicinity as well (Map Coordinates AN848226).
A Reaction Force swept the area and found an enemy fighting position behind Railroad Tracks
& a trail leading off to the South West. Artillery was employed along the trail. Friendly
Casualties for the action: 1 (US) KIA and 11 (US) WIA (Wounded In Action), 1 APC Destroyed,
1 APC moderately damaged, and 1 APC slightly damaged. Enemy Casualties were unknown.
(No enemy bodies found…and no mention of blood trails)"
It appears as though Nade Stanich was severely wounded during this attack on July 3rd and
died of his wounds on July 4th.
Read a description of his actions on his Valorous Bronze Star citations in the "Awards and
Decorations" section of this memorial (Page 3). Nade Stanich was awarded two Bronze Stars,
posthumously...one for Valor and one for Meritorious Service.
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Below left is a map showing the location of the action on July 3rd, 1970...on the right is a photo of Nade Stanich standing
on an M48 Tank arriving at Phan Thiet sometime in 1970.

Nade Stanich is buried at Lakeport Cemetery, Lakeshore and Burtch Roads, Burtchville Township, Saint Clair County,
Michigan, pictured below.
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Nade Stanich's Awards and Decorations:

HQ 1st Field Force Vietnam
General Orders Number 904

10 August197 0

For heroism in connection with ground operations against a hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam:
Private 1st Class Stanich distinguished himself by valorous actions on 3 July 1970, while serving as a
driver of an armored Vehicle with the 3rd Platoon of Troop C, 2nd Squadron, 1st Cavalry. On that day
the scout section was conducting sweep operations Northeast of Phan Thiet when they came under
intense enemy rocket and small arms fire. Driving the section leader's vehicle, he immediately deployed
it into a defensive position. Despite the withering enemy fire concentrated on his position, he
repeatedly exposed himself while insuring the other vehicles were taking proper defensive actions.
His quick reaction was exemplary. His aggressive actions in the initial moments were followed by the
other drivers and were instrumental in the unit's effective reaction to the contact. During the
course of the action his vehicle was struck by an enemy rocket and he was fatally wounded. His
courageous and inspiring actions were directly responsible for proper defensive procedures being
initiated which resulted in the eventual rout of the enemy. Private 1st Class Stanich's heroic actions
were in keeping with the highest tradition s of the military service and reflect great credit on
himself, his unit, and the United States Army.

HQ 1st Field Force Vietnam
General Orders Number 900

10 August197 0

For distinguishing himself by outstanding meritorious service in connection with ground operations
against a hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam during the period 23 April 1970 to 4 July 1970.
Through his untiring efforts and professional ability, he consistently obtained outstanding results.
He was quick to grasp the implications of new problems with which he was faced as a result of the
ever-changing situations inherent in the counterinsurgency operation and to find ways and means to
solve those problems. The energetic application of this extensive knowledge has materially
contributed to the efforts of the United States mission to the Republic of Vietnam to assist that
country in ridding itself of the communist threat to its freedom. His initiative, zeal, sound judgment
and devotion to duty have been in the highest tradition of the United States Army and reflect great
credit on him and on the military service.
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