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Gary Lee Strouse 
”B” Company, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry 

Specialist 4th Class, E4, Posthumous Promotion to SGT, RA51571566, MOS 62B20  
Home of Record: Vestal, NY  

Date of Birth: September 10, 1946, Age at time of loss: 21, Single  
173rd Airborne Brigade (Separate), Binh Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam 

Start of Tour: May 29, 1968, Date of Casualty: July 10, 1968, Days in Country: 42  
Casualty Type A1, OED, Panel 52W - Row 012

 
 

SGT Gary Strouse was killed when he stepped on an 
unidentified type booby trap at map grid coordinate 
BR828596. This area, the Suoi Ca Valley, also known as 
"Happy Valley", was rich and very fertile Irrigated rice 
paddy  farmland, surrounded by lush, jungle covered 
mountains which gave covered access to raiding North 
Vietnamese Army units as well as local Viet Cong. 
 
Gary Strouse was not a "line" Infantry soldier, but 
rather an Equipment Repair Mechanic...either in the 
field with "B" Company voluntarily, or working with a 
repair team on Bravo Company's Armored Personnel 
Carriers. 
  
Strouse was promoted to Sergeant and awarded a 
Bronze Star for Meritorious Service, posthumously. 
 

A map of the location of the incident is shown below: 

 
 

The 50th Infantry Association wishes to thank Gary Strouse's hometown friend, Tim 
Traver, for the personal photo (Top right) taken before graduation from High School 
in Vestal, New York. 
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Gary Strouse is buried at Vestal Hills Memorial Park, Old Vestal Road (County Road 44), Vestal, Broome 
County, New York. (Photo Below): 

    
 

Awards and Decorations of Gary Strouse: 

 

 
 

HQ 173rd Airborne Brigade (Separate) 
General Orders Number 1941                                                                                                                            19July 1968 

 
For distinguishing himself by outstanding meritorious service in connection with ground 
operations against a hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam during the period from May 1968 to 
July 1968.  Through his untiring efforts and professional ability, he consistently obtained 
outstanding results.  He was quick to grasp the implications of new problems with which he was 
faced as a result of the ever-changing situations inherent in the counterinsurgency operation and 
to find ways and means to solve those problems.  The energetic application of this extensive 
knowledge has materially contributed to the efforts of the United States mission to the Republic 
of Vietnam to assist that country in ridding itself of the communist threat to its freedom. His 
initiative, zeal, sound judgment and devotion to duty have been in the highest tradition of the United 
States Army and reflect great credit on him and on the military service. 
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