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Sammie Wayne Waddle 
”D” Company,1st Battalion (Airborne), 503rd Infantry  

Specialist 4th Class, E4, Posthumous Promotion to SGT, US53845232, MOS 11B2P  
Home of Record: Bremen, AL  

Date of Birth: December 5, 1943, Age at time of loss: 25, Married  
173rd Airborne Brigade (Separate), Binh Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam 

Start of Tour: September 23, 1968, Date of Casualty: May 14, 1969, Days in Country: 233  
Casualty Type A1, OED, Panel 24W - Row 013 

 
 

 
We have determined that SGT Waddle was not 
a member of the 1st Battalion (M), 50th Infantry 
during our tour in Vietnam.   
 
Initially, he was listed as a casualty within our 
battalion but subsequent document gathering 
proved otherwise. His name was inscribed in 
error on our 50th Infantry Vietnam Memorial in 
front of Battalion Headquarters, Fort Benning, 
Georgia. A unanimous vote of our association 
ruled that his name will remain on our 
memorial and we will give corrected 
information here on our web site. 
 
 

The Daily Staff Journal for 14 May 1969 reads 
that at 0930 hours, Sergeant Waddle detonated 
a M26 Grenade Booby Trap near the village of 
Thanh Luong (1), about 7.5 Km West of Bong 
Son City(See Map Below).  His Body was 
retrieved and flown to the rear by the Battalion 
Commander. 
 
Sergeant Waddle was awarded the Bronze Star. 

 



 
Continued... 

Sammie Waddle is buried at Mt. Pleasant Cemetery, Mt. Pleasant Road, Fulton, Itawamba County, Mississippi 
pictured below: 

     

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Awards and Decorations of Larry Trevarton
 

 

   
 

        Combat Infantry Badge                Airborne  Qualified 

 
HQ 173rd Airborne Brigade (Separate) 

 
For distinguishing himself by outstanding meritorious service in connection with ground 
operations against a hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam during the period from September 
1968 to  May 1969.  Through his untiring efforts and professional ability, he consistently obtained 
outstanding results.  He was quick to grasp the implications of new problems with which he was 
faced as a result of the ever-changing situations inherent in the counterinsurgency operation and 
to find ways and means to solve those problems.  The energetic application of this extensive 
knowledge has materially contributed to the efforts of the United States mission to the Republic 
of Vietnam to assist that country in ridding itself of the communist threat to its freedom. His 
initiative, zeal, sound judgment and devotion to duty have been in the highest tradition of the United 
States Army and reflect great credit on him and on the military service. 

 
 

 

                         
      Bronze         Purple       National         Vietnam      Vietnam 
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