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John Harold Welch 
”B” Company, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry 

Private First Class, E3, Posthumous Promotion to CPL, US55984016, MOS 11B10  
Home of Record: Knob Noster, MO  

Date of Birth: August 25, 1947, Age at time of loss: 20, Single  
1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile), Binh Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam  

Start of Tour: September 1, 1967, Date of Casualty: November 1, 1967, Days in Country: 61  
Casualty Type A1, MFW, Panel 29E - Row 007

 
 

John Welch was killed when he tripped a booby 
trapped explosive device while on a combat mission 
near Hoa Tan (2) in Binh Dinh Province. (See Map 
Below) 
 
An original member of Bravo Company, Welch 
travelled to Vietnam with us on the USS Pope and 
had been on combat missions for approximately 5 
weeks when killed. 
 
The 1st Cavalry Division Intelligence Summary for 
November 1, 1967, obtained from the National 
Archives, revealed that Welch was killed and 3 others 
wounded in the incident just east of a wide expanse of 
beach on the South China Sea. The villages just 
across the river from the incident were hotbeds of VC 
and NVA activity...as they were sandwiched between 
the high mountains of the Cay Giep and the Sea...both favored escape routes for the 
enemy. They frequented these villages for "Rest and Recuperation" often. 
 

Company Commander, then Captain Dick Guthrie (Colonel, US Army, Retired) 
recommended Welch for the Bronze Star for Meritorious Service and promotion to 
Corporal, both posthumously. 
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John Welch is buried at Knob Noster Cemetery, SE State Highway D, Knob Noster, Johnson County, MO, 
Pictured below.  

            
 

JOHN WELCH'S AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 
 

 
Combat Infantry Badge 

 

 
 

HQ 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile)  
 

General Orders Number 7794                                                                                                                         31 Dec 1967 
 

For distinguishing himself by outstanding meritorious service in connection with ground operations against a 
hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam during the period 22 September 1967 to 1 November 1967.  Through 
his untiring efforts and professional ability, he consistently obtained outstanding results.  He was quick to 
grasp the implications of new problems with which he was faced as a result of the ever-changing situations 
inherent in the counterinsurgency operation and to find ways and means to solve those problems.  The 
energetic application of this extensive knowledge has materially contributed to the efforts of the United 
States mission to the Republic of Vietnam to assist that country in ridding itself of the communist threat to its 
freedom. His initiative, zeal, sound judgment and devotion to duty have been in the highest tradition of the 
United States Army and reflect great credit on him and on the military service. 
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