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INFANTRYMAN

JOHN HERBERT "JACK" WHITE, JR
"F" Company (Long Range Patrol), 50th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division
Specialist 4th Class, E4, US56702117, MOS 11B20
Home of Record: Anaheim, CA
Date of Birth: July 15, 1946, Age at time of loss: 21, Single
25th Infantry Division, Gia Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam
Start of Tour: September 19, 1967, Date of Casualty: March 1, 1968, Days in Country: 166
Casualty Type Al, Gun, small arms fire, Panel 42E - Row 026

Specialist Fourth Class John H. "Jack™ White, Jr.
was a member of Long Range Patrol Team Cobra
1-2 of Company F (LRP), 50th Infantry with the
25th Infantry Division.

The mission for March 1st called for team Cobra 1-
2, lead by Sergeant Rodney Tavares, from
California, to move to an OP (Observation
Position) near the Saigon River after a "'stay-
behind™ insertion by Armored Personnel Carriers
from the 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 5th Infantry’s
Bravo Company. Specialist Fourth Class Jack
White, also from California, would serve as
Tavares' assistant team leader during the mission.
A MACV Recondo School graduate with eight to
ten missions under his belt, White was by far the
most experienced LRP on the team. Highly

regarded for his ability in the field and his natural coolness under fire, he was the

man everyone would turn to if the shit hit the fan.
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As the men were half way to
their  destination, they
encountered an  enemy
patrol and a vicious fire
fight ensued in which White
was seriously wounded. The
team fell back and team
members PFC Martin and
PFC Thompson took turns
giving mouth-to-mouth
resuscitation to White. In
spite of efforts to keep him
alive, the Assistant Team
Leader died just as a
reaction force from Alpha
Company, 1st of the 5th
(Mech) Infantry arrived on
foot.

Read an in depth account of

the firefight written in the book "Phantom Warriors™ by Gary Linderer:
http://www.ichibanl.org/pdf/Memorial/1March1968.pdf

Continued...


http://www.ichiban1.org/pdf/Memorial/1March1968.pdf

John White is buried at Wesyminster Memorial Park, 14801 Beach Blvd., Westminster, Orange County, CA.
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AWARDS AND DECORATIONS OF JOHN WHITE, JR.:

£
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Combat Infantry Badge

THE BRONZE STAR MEDAL
FOR MERITORIOUS SERVICE

HQ 25TH INFANTRY DIVISION
GENERAL ORDERS NUMBER 1662 26 MARCH 1968

SPECIALIST FOUR JOHN WHITE, JR. DISTINGUISHED HIMSELF BY OUTSTANDING MERITORIOUS SERVICE IN CONNECTION WITH GROUND
OPERATIONS AGAINST A HOSTILE FORCE IN THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM DURING THE PERIOD FROM APRIL, 1967 TO MARCH 1968.

THROUGH HIS UNTIRING EFFORTS AND PROFESSIONAL ABILITY, HE CONSISTENTLY OBTAINED OUTSTANDING RESULTS. HE WAS QUICK
TO GRASP THE IMPLICATIONS OF NEW PROBLEMS WITH WHICH HE WAS FACED AS A RESULT OF THE EVER-CHANGING SITUATIONS
INHERENT IN THE COUNTERINSURGENCY OPERATION AND TO FIND WAYS AND MEANS TO SOLVE THOSE PROBLEMS. THE ENERGETIC
APPLICATION OF THIS EXTENSIVE KNOWLEDGE HAS MATERIALLY CONTRIBUTED TO THE EFFORTS OF THE UNITED STATES MISSION TO
THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM TO ASSIST THAT COUNTRY IN RIDDING ITSELF OF THE COMMUNIST THREAT TO ITS FREEDOM. SPECIALIST
FOUR WHITE'S INITIATIVE, ZEAL, SOUND JUDGMENT AND DEVOTION TO DUTY WERE IN THE HIGHEST TRADITION OF THE UNITED STATES
ARMY AND REFLECTED GREAT CREDIT ON HIM AND ON THE MILITARY SERVICE.
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