William Carl Whitlatch, Jr.

1st Platoon,”B” Company, 1st Battalion (mechanized), 50th Infantry
Sergeant, E5, US232683821, MOS 11C40
Home of Record: Moundsville, WV
Date of Birth: December 20, 1943, Age at time of loss: 25, Married
I Field Force Vietnam, Binh Thuan Province, Republic of Vietnam
Start of Tour: April 7, 1969, Date of Casualty: December 12, 1969, Days in Country: 249
Casualty Type A1, Gun, small arms fire, Panel 15W – Row 051
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SGT Bill Whitlatch (Photo at right) was killed while
attacking the remnants of an enemy unit with which
"B" Company had a major firefight on December
9th, in the Suoi Cho Don Valley, 40 kilometers
northeast of Phan Thiet City. Intelligence reported
that fight had been with a Company from the 482
NVA Battalion...which was decimated by the B
Company attack, loosing 27 Killed (By body count)
including the decorated Company Commander who
had been trained in China in 1965.
On the 12th, while still patrolling the area of the
fight on the 9th, several enemy soldiers were spotted
fleeing from the Platoon's Armored Personnel
Carriers. While in hot pursuit, a round from one of
the fleeing enemy soldiers went through Platoon
Leader David Haag's leg and hit Whitlatch in the
chest. Whitlatch later died of this wound.
Read an account of the action involved, written by former 1st Platoon Leader David E.
Haag:
http://www.ichiban1.org/pdf/Memorial/HaagAccount.pdf

A map of the locations involved in the actions of December 9 & 12 is shown below:
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Below are several photos supplied by Linda Whitlatch, Bill's wife. They appear to be taken in Binh Dinh
Province prior to the Battalion's move South to Binh Thuan Province. At the time of these photos, the 50th
Infantry was "Attached" to the 173rd Airborne Brigade.

Bill Whitlatch is buried at Riverview Cemetery, State Route 2 Alt, Moundsville, Marshall County, West Virginia
(Pictured below):
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William Whitlatch's Awards and Decorations:

Combat Infantry Badge

HQ, 1st Field Force Vietnam
General Orders Number 83

26 January 1970

Sergeant William Whitlatch distinguished himself by exceptionally valorous action while
engaged in military operations against an armed hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam from
7 December 1969 to 12 December 1969. while serving with Company B, 1st Battalion
(Mechanized), 50th Infantry. On 7 December 1969, Sergeant Whitlatch and his squad had set
up a night ambush position when an enemy force of undetermined size was observed moving in
the direction of Company B's night defensive position. Sergeant Whitlatch initiated an ambush,
and the enemy returned fire with automatic weapons and B-40 rockets. Throughout the
contact, Sergeant Whitlatch moved from position to position, directing his squad's fire, which
enabled the squad to successfully repulse the enemy charge. On 9 December 1969, Sergeant
Whitlatch led his squad through a hail of small arms and automatic weapons fire to link up
with a Ranger team which had been surrounded by approximately fifty North Vietnamese
regulars. This action left Twenty seven enemy killed, while no friendly casualties were
suffered. On 12 December 1969, Sergeant Whitlatch was acting as point man on a company
search and clear mission when he spotted an ambush set up by a North Vietnamese
Reconnaissance team. Shouting a warning to his squad, Sergeant Whitlatch charged the
ambush site, killing two enemy before being wounded. In the action that followed, he directed
intensive fire and led his men in pursuit of the routed enemy until he succumbed to his wounds.
Sergeant William Whitlatch's heroic actions were in keeping with the highest traditions of the
military service, and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army.
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