
 
Melvin Joe Williams 

"D" Company, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry 
Private First Class, E3, Posthumous Promotion to CPL, US53843376, MOS 11B10  

Home of Record: Birmingham, AL  
Date of Birth: November 11, 1947, Age at time of loss: 20, Single  

1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile), Binh Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam 
Start of Tour: December 14, 1967, Date of Casualty: January 31, 1968, Days in Country: 47  

Casualty Type A1, Gun, MFW, Panel 36E - Row 042
 

 
 During the fierce fighting that ensued at the 
outset of the Tet Offensive near Phu My in Binh 
Dinh Province, "D" Company came into contact 
with a large enemy force Northeast of Phu My 
and to the East of the villages of Tan An (See 
map below).  An enemy grenade took Melvin 
Williams' life in the fighting. Also killed during 
the  battle was Specialist Dave Parker with "D" 
Company's Heavy Weapons Platoon.    
 
The action lasted from January 31st through 
February 4th  and was part of "Operation 
Pershing II".  Enemy forces lost (By Body 
Count) 139 killed during the action while U.S. 
forces suffered 4 dead. To read the After Action 
Report for the action go to: 
 
http://www.ichiban1.org/pdf/Memorial/Pershing
2.pdf 
 

 
 

Continued... 

 
1st 

Cavalry Division  
(Airmobile) 

 

 
1st Battalion 50th 

Infantry 
 

“D” Company  

 
 

 

 
Corporal 

 
 

 
Infantryman 

 

http://www.ichiban1.org/pdf/Memorial/Pershing2.pdf
http://www.ichiban1.org/pdf/Memorial/Pershing2.pdf


 
 

Melvin Joe Williams is buried at Moton Hill Cemetery, Texas Ave & Ohio Street, Leeds, Jefferson County, 
Alabama. (Historian Jim Sheppard visited the grave in 2012) 

      
 

Awards and Decorations of Melvin Joe Williams: 
 

 

 
Combat Infantry Badge 

 
HQ 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile),  

General Orders Number 1637                                                                                                                19 March 1968 
 

For heroism, not involving participation in aerial flight, in connection with Military operations against a hostile 
force in the Republic of Vietnam: Private First Class Williams distinguished himself by exceptionally valorous 
actions on 31 January 1968, while serving as a Rifleman with Company D, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry 
during a Search and Clear mission near Tan An, Republic of Vietnam. When his unit became  heavily engaged with a 
large enemy force, Private First Class Williams exposed himself to the hostile fire as he attempted to asist a 
wounded comrade. While moving forward in an attempt to reach the injured soldier, Private First Class Williams 
was mortally wounded. His display of personal bravery and devotion to duty was in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the military service and reflects great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army. 
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