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Mitchel Collins, 73, Claypool, IN, was born November 22, 1942 to Sam and Cloria (Conley) 
Collins. He passed away at the Select Specialty Hospital in Fort Wayne, Indiana on 
December 31, 2015 at 4:50 p.m.. Mitchel graduated from Sidney High School in 1961. He 
then joined the Army and served in the Vietnam War, achieving the rank of Sergeant and 
was the Squad Leader for the 4th Squad, 1st Platoon of Bravo Company, 1st Battalion 
(Mechanized), 50th Infantry which served under the 1st Cavalry Division, The 4th Infantry 
Division and the 173rd Airborne Brigade. He was decorated with the Bronze Star Medal for 
Heroism (V Device for Valor), The Air Medal and Vietnam Campaign & Service Medals.  
 
After the Army he worked for Whitley Products, Pierceton, IN as a Tool & Die Maker and 
retired after 27 years. He was an avid wood carver. Mitchel married Evelyn F. Taylor on 
October 5, 1963. He is survived by his wife Evelyn; two sons David Collins, Warsaw, IN and 
Matthew Collins, Warsaw, IN; one brother Estel (Donna) Collins, Pittsboro, IN; two sisters 
Leana (John) Heinlein, Plymouth, IN and Lessie (Merl) Montel, Pierceton, IN; and two 
grandchildren. Mitchel is preceded in death by his parents Sam and Cloria (Conley) Collins, 
and his brother Wetzel Collins. There will be no calling or services for Mitchel Collins. To 
send a private condolence to the Collins family, use the condolence link on the McKee 
Mortuary homepage.  
 

 
 

 
HQ, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) 

General Orders Number 5400                                                                                                            20 June,1968                                 

 
For heroism, not involving participation in aerial flight, in connection with military 
operations against a hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam. Specialist Four Collins 
distinguished himself by exceptionally valorous action on 10December 1967, while serving 
as a Rifleman with Company B, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry during a Search and 
destroy mission near Bong Son, Republic of Vietnam. When his unit became heavily engaged 
with a large enemy force, Specialist Collins volunteered to administer first aid on the 
medical armored personnel carrier. After treating all the wounded, Specialist Collins 
exposed himself to the hostile fire as he moved to a forward fighting position to help 
evacuate the wounded personnel. Without regard to his own safety, Specialist Collins 
continued this mission until all the wounded soldiers were evacuated.  His display of 
personal bravery and devotion to duty is in keeping with the highest   traditions  of the 
military service and reflects great credit upon himself, his unit,  and the United States Army. 
 
By Order Of The President, under the provisions of Executive Order 11046, 24 August 1962. 
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