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ORDAZ - Rigoberto "Rigo" Felix Ordaz, 69, passed away on June 
14, 2016, at his residence in Mission.  
 
Rigo is preceded in death by his parents, Felix and Delfina G. Ordaz; 
sisters, Raquel O. Vargas, Rebeca O. 
Laredo, and Rosalinda O. Hernandez. 
 
He is survived by his wife of 39 years, 
Hilda E. Ordaz; daughter, Christina Ordaz 
Dominguez; grandchildren, Abigail Y. 
Dominguez, Adrian J. Dominguez. He is 
also survived by his siblings, Maria Rene 
O. Cortez, Ricardo Ordaz, Rodolfo Ordaz, 
Rosa Maria O. Garcia, Rosa Elia O. 
Chacon. 
 
Rigo Ordaz served in the US Army in Vietnam with the 1st Battalion 
(Mechanized), 50th Infantry as a Recon Platoon Scout and an 
Infantry Rifle Platoon Squad Leader. Among his awards were the 
Bronze Star for Valor and Purple Heart. 
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HQ 173rd Airborne Brigade 

General Orders Number 1247                                                                                                         3 May 1968 
 

For heroism in connection with military operations against a hostile force . 
 
Specialist Four Ordaz distinguished himself on 9 March 1968 in the Republic of Vietnam. On this 
day, Company D was attacked by an enemy Battalion. Company D experienced severe casualties in the 
initial stages of the sustained action and a Med-evac helicopter was called in.  As the ship was 
nearing the perimeter, it received intense hostile fire and crashed 50 meters outside the perimeter 
 
Specialist Ordaz was part of a three man element who unhesitatingly volunteered to go to the 
rescue of the downed helicopter. Exposing himself to the enemy fire, he and the other two men 
rushed to the aircraft and removed the entire crew. Constantly under heavy fire, Specialist Ordaz 
succeeded in carrying the injured crew to the safety of the perimeter. His actions were 
responsible for saving the lives of the crew members.  
 
Specialist Four Ordaz's actions were in keeping with the highest   tradition s  of the military service 
and reflect great credit on himself, his unit,  and the United States Army. 


