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MISSION STATEMENT

QUR MISSION iS TO PUBLISH A NEWSLETTER
AND TO MAINTAIN AN INTERKET HOMEPAGE.

THE ASSOCUATION WILL USE THESE
PUBLICATIONS TO INFORM ITS GENERAL
MEMBERSHIP ABOUT EVENTS WITHIN THE
ASSOUIATION AND ABOUT CURRENT OR
PROPOSED LEGISLATION THAT MIGHT AFFECT
/CTERANS OF Al WARS.

MEMBERS OF THE ASSOCIATION WILL STRIVE
TO PRESERVE THE MEMORY OF THOSE WHO
SERVED N THE "ICHIBAN" BATTALICH AND
TO PUBUSH ONLY THE FACTS CONCERNING
ANY PARTICULAR  BATTLE, PERSON OR
SITUATION,
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CHAPLAIN’S Hello to everyone, |

O hope  the summer's
R heat hasn't gotten you
N fellows down. It's
E been dry here in
R southeast  Missouri

Toby Jordan ,
along with the heat.

| just read the message about the
passing of Ken's Father. And the note
Ken wrote about keeping in contact
with family and friends. How true, life
is 50 short and it seems we're too busy
to do a lot of the things we want to do.
But the one thing we must remember
is, even though life is short we need to
take the time and share it with our
loved ones. May God bless and keep
you safe.

Recently, | hosted a small reunion in Austin, Texas for those
veterans of the 1st of the 50th now living in Texas. Atten-
dees included Bill Hayes and Pete Tovar {both from Dallas},
loe Torres  (Houston), leHf Felder {Lake Charles) and Russ
Roth (Vancouver, Washingten—-- the only ene from out of state).

From the Editor

There were many stories exchanged and the many photos shared brought laughs & even a
few tears. Weekend highlights included a trip to Ft. Hood where we visited the 1st Cav.
Museum. We also had a small slide show which featured images of Binh Dirh Province complete with mountain,
bridge, beach and base camp scenes.

Rovert Melendez

As with the other larger reunions, this mini reunion's best part was the fellowship which occurred between we
veterans. And yel there was an additional, unanticipated and unforeseen occurrence: that was the reaction of my
wife. | was fascinated as | walched my wife's reaction as she listened to the veterans’ stories. Since she has not
attended any of the reunicns, this Texas "mini reunion” was her first exposure to other people's Yietnam
experiences other than my own. As a result, she began to undersiand my experiences better and gained a deeper
appreciation of their lasting affects through the re-telling of the other veteran's memories.

She talked about how she could see the emotional affects of these events in our faces and heard their impact in
our words & slories. It was evident, she said, that these stories were not dreams ner fantasies but real events
which happened to real people. She indicated that our very act of remembering and recollecting gave "life" 1o the
stories, meaning and intensity which could not be gained had the stories been told by non-participants.

So, reunions can be beneficial not enly for the veterans but for family members as well. They can gain a deeper
understanding of their Veteran loved-one.

| urge all members to gather all the 1st of the 50th veterans in their area together and hold 2 "mini reunion.” If
possikle bring your spouse and clher family members.

“RETURN TO BINH DINH” - Preparations Continue By Dick Guthrie

The trip squad will depart the West Coast on 20 October. After landing at Tan Son Nhut we'll spend a couple of
days getting acclimated and visiting the capito! city of Saigon {now known as Ho Chi Minh City). Then we'll fly to
Qui Rhon (landing on the runway of what used to be Phu Cat Airbase), and establish a patrol base in that port city
where the ICHIBANS first unloaded the ship in 1967. Retracing the steps our Balalion took so long ago, we'li drive
QL 12 to An Khe to see what remains of the once sprawling First (av Base camp. Then, for the next four days we'll
visit those places in the old Area of Operations that are of most interest 1o us. These will indude LZ's ICHIBAN,
UPLIFT, ENGLISH, and also Phu My, 506 Valley, Bong Son, the Tiger Mountains, the "Crescent”, and the coastline.

The tour price of $2,375 will cover all lodging, meals, water and fransportation for the twelve days (bar tabs are
on your awn account). Once you have registered you will receive an orientation packet with details on areas of
interest such as: packing, medical concerns, currency exchange. The tour organizers will handle visa stamps in
passports, about €0 days out. Anyone interested in getting a registration packet should call 1-800-839-1888
soonest.

The tour organizer, Dave Gallo is a former member of the First Cav as well, and has run ten other group tours since
1994, If you have specilic questions, calt him at the number listed, or call Dick Guthrie at {831} 646-8217. Dave
Baker and a cameraman will be along to record what we sec and how we feel about it. Dave hopes to make a
documentary.

We currently have a dozen Association members, friends and family who indicate a firm commitment to make the
return trip this fall. There are half a dozen more who have expressed interest as well.






