AJITENDIX € TC TRCLOSURE 1

SUBJECT: ..FTEL ..CTICH & CUT - R.TTLE CF TRUNG TH.LH

1. {U) ClZiiTICR: TeREHING IT |
2. (U) FERIOD COVERED: 23 January 1968

3, (U) LOC.TIUN: Trung Thuzn (H), Yy Chanh (V), Phu My (D), Einh
Dinh {I'), Republic of Vietnam {BK 9656563 )

L. (V) CO2iiiD BoiDQURTERS: 15T BN (1.}, 50TH IIF.NIRY, 2D DI,
18T AIR CuV DIV ' '

5. (U) LZVCRTING CFFICER: CATT.IN JUHN . TOFTER

6. (C) TSK ORGNIZATION
e, 4 Co 1/50
b. C Co 1/50
c. 1st Im 4ist /ALVH Inf degiment
¢. Topular Ferces i

7. (C) oUFFRTING FORCES:

a. [ Troop 1/9 Cav (GS)

b, 2/20 .rty (iRa) (G5)

c. © Diry 7/13 arty (105) (Ds5)
d..' B Btry 7/15 arty (8") (GB)
e, 2d bde iviation Flatoon (G3)
f. 15th Medjcal Bn (GS5)

8. (C) INTELLIGENCZ: FPrevicus intelligence reports indicated a general
buildup of cnermy in My Chanh (V). Nore reccent reports indicated an
encry intent to attnck the pacificd cren in IThu My District. On the
night of 22 Jan these reports were realized when a Topular Fereces out-
post at Chonh /n to the sast of Trueng Thuan was attacked., Reports indic-

ated thot the cnemy would eribush relief feorces moving to the assietence
“of the Fopular Forces along highwey 504.




10.

1.

12,

(C) MISSICH: ussist the fopular Forces (utpost and destroy the
enemy,

(C) CUNCZFT OF UVIZR.TIONS: a« 1/50 is to move olong highway 50k
to nssist the TF outpost. 1/41 is to occupy blocking positicns
to the southeast, © 1/50 is cn standby alert.

(C) EiICUTICH: at 0620 hours i 1/50 began their mwve to reinferee
the PF. Tae IF!s coptured & W fron 95th Bn, 2d YC Regt, 3d i
Div. The F¥ stated that the main rorticn of the battalicn was in
ambush positicns aleng vy 50k, 41 /50 was notified of this and at
1006 hcurs hit the ambush site, Tube crtillery ond ARi were exlled
for and began peunding the ared. The encriy responded with intense
sutcmatic weapons, reccilless rifle, rocket znd mort~r fire. C 1/50
was committed to the north of & 1/50 contact at 1050 hrs. They “
closed at 1146 heurs and had cnly speradic contzet. lYeanwhile the
battle & 1/50 was engaged in roged across 2 front of aprreximately
600 meters. -Ri, gunships of & 1/9 Cav an¢ Scout birds continued
receiving heavy fire as they flew over the centact arez, ot 1524
hours it became evident to the cnemy they were being decisively

" defented ond began retreating tc the southwest, &t 1604 hours the

batile ended. & 1/50 commenced police of the battle area and con=
tinucd until darkness halted the cperation. The noxt day & Company |
conrleted police of the bnttle area. ineny body count was 137 ,
Killed and 33 weapwns captured, Friendly casualties wore L killed ;
and 21 wounded, _ '

L5 CRTIRG (FFICEI!S aKulISIS: This activn more than any other in

ry experience, is indicative of the awescne firerover and total
cersat effectiveness of a mechanized infantry cunpany. is can be
ascertained frum the foregeing, aloost ihis entire action was fought.
by .. 1/50. Of the tctal body count this cunpany acceunted for 124,
This is not to scy suppurting orms were not required, Quite the
contrary, K., tube artillery and sccut ships played 2 vitzl role.
1ithout coubt this acticn cuuld not heve besn as neatly executed
were it nct for their tremendcus support. However I fecl the swift
and totel action cun be attributed to the mechanized infantry. I
duubt that any other unit cculd kKill 12}, while losing only L ina
mattor of some six hours under similiar circumstances, \
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JOHN s TCFFER
Captein, Infantry
Repcrting Officer
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