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DEPARTMENT COF THE ARMY
: - HEADQHARTERS
1ST BATTALION (MECHANIZED), 50TH INFANTRY

173D ATRBORNE BRIG
APO San Francisco 96250

L

‘ 29 May 1968
. SUBJECT: After-Action Report - The Battle of An Bao

1. (U) Operation: Cochise
o, (U) Period Covered: 5-7 May 1968
3. (U) Iocation: My Ioc (V), Phu My District, Binh Dinh Province, RVN,

4. (U)  Command HQ: 1st Bn (M), 50th Inf, 1734 Airborne Brigade.

-

5. (U) Reporting Officer: Captain Richard P Guthrie, lst Bn (M), 50th Inf

6. (C) Task Organization: Co A (-}, B, C, 1/50 Inf, Co B, 1/69 Tank
Battalion, '

7. (C) Supporting Forces:
. € Btry; 7/13 Artillery,
B Btry,*7/15 Artillery
FAC Det, 173d Abn Bde o
Avn Section, 173d Abn Bde . >

8, Intelligence: .

a. . For several days prior to 5 May, our own sources and those of
neighboring friendly units indicated the presencé of an enemy unit
somewhere in the Southwestern Crescemt foothills, On-4 May, the
reports stated that a unit (Regimental CP and Arty Bn, designation
unitmown) , was located vicinity coordinates BRB95784. '

b. Further local enemy activity took place in the form of a very un—
successful probe on LZ 0llie on the night of 4 May. A composite

platoon of tanks and APC!'s positioned at Ollie after dark quiskly
sermt the would-be attackers on their way, : _

9. Mission: Co A {~) conducts reconaissance in Force vicinity BR895783,

10, Concept of Operations: Co A minuw 1 platoon securing 12 U;Slift moves
north on highway QL 1, turning west at 1Z Ichiban and proceeds to target
area. _ . :

11, Execution: _
a, GCeneral: Co A (~) and Co D had been conducting this gort of mission .

Downgraded at 3 yrs
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for several days with no significamt findings. On 5 May 1968, 9
APC!s and 50 persommel procécded on the assigned mission, depert-
ing 1Z Uplift at O748 hours,

b, Nothing significant was sighted as the unit proceeded toward the
objective area umtil they arrived in the vicinity BR906795, At
that location, the lead elements discovered several fresh spider
holes and a pair of black pajamas which apparently had been hung
on a hedgerow to dry. The terrain at this Jevetden ds .,
generally open and rolling with a ridge lins to the south, The
Zingers of the ridge are covered with dense scrub brush; the low
land between the fingers is cultivated rice paddy.

ce 4t 2002 hours, IT Dennis E Hinbon depyrded thob -his whit had, stén
approximately 15 males ifi black pajamas moving rapidly away from
the Co A axis of advamce, 'See Sketch 1, poimt 1, The sighting
was to the west of the company (=) position, He immediately
called for artillery recomnaissance by fire and fired direct fire
with his trock mounted M0 and Cal .50 machine funs, 4s Co A
(~) advanced toward the Ioaction of the sighting, the elements
contimed to fire small arms and 60mm mortar, i thorough search
was made of the area which revealed two WA packs-near some holes,
The company {-) pulled into o defensive perimeter, sent out one
OP, and secured the area for the noon meal, (See Disgram A),

d. Corntact was initiated by the enemy abt 1344 hours by directing a
volley of 57 recoilless fires at and into the perimeter wheih almost
immediately disabled 5 of the 9 APC's, These fires evidently
signaled the launching of a ground assault, with the miin effort -
coming from the high ground SW of the burning vehicles, Automatic,
small arms and amti~tank weapons firé began pouring in on Co 4 (-)
from the SE, Northedst and Northwest. Reburning fire in the great-
est volums possible, IT Hinton requested reinforcement, gunships
and tactical air stfiikes, The Artillery FO!'s radio was destroyed
by the initial volley of fire and no one on the ground had communi-
cations with the supporting artillery battaldons, II Hinton!s last
command before he was mortally wounded was "Gebt the hell out of
here ASAP," Those persomnel in AFC's which were still éperational
attempted 4o pick up those who were fighting dismounted, Because
of the confusion and heavy volume of incoming anti-tank fires, a
complete pickup was not éffected and the mounted elements withdrew
from the area as ordered, {See Sketch 1), The highést ranking
individual in the mounted element was a Sergeant E-~5, 4s this
element arrived at RT 1, the persomnel hailed wheeled vehicles
travelling on the higlway and effected medical evacuation to 1Z -
Uplift of the more seriously wounded, then returned to 12 Uplift,
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The majority of these porsomnel had been wounded, The flame
thrower track with this element had expended its load, then took
a direct hit and was on fire with the gunner laying unconscious
inside the wvehicle., This tiack burned for ssveral hours after it
deported the mea of contact,

e. The dismourted survivors of Co 4 (=) in the comtact area mumbered
approximately 15, They were rapidly organized by IT Frank W Webb
in a small porimeter to the Northeast of the burning vehicles,
(See Sketch 1), The terraced paddies afforded somé protection from
the main enemy attack, but left their rcar exposed, IT Webb moved
among the survivors consolidating the position, redistributing
amminition and osking for help over the one remaining radio, Sniper
fires from the unprotected Northeastern portion of IT Webb's position
took a heavy toll, and IT Webb was killed by smell arms fire as he
moved from position to position,

f. Co C was located at 1Z Uplift and had been performing maintonance

for several hours when the violent contact was initisted,  CFTJdAy C . |

Copley was alerted and moved from LZ Uplift at 1212 hours, The

briefing which CPT Copley received was extremely vague because of

the lack of information from the grourd troops, CPI Copley was

instructed to f61low the tracks made by Co i ard to move west to-

words the smoke,
g» Co B, 1/69 frmor (-), also porforming maintenance at LZ Uplift, was
clerted at the same time as Co C (-) 1/50 Inf and was instructed '
to move to the comtact area to assist in the relief of Co 4 (-} 1/50,
Co B (~) 1/69 irmor departed 1Z Uplift at 1221 hours, CFT Timothy
Grogan 0, Co‘B, 1/69 irmor was instructed to move North on QL 1
to 1Z Ychiban, then turn Northwest and then West into the contact
arca, CPT Grogan did not know the location of IZ Ichiban and was .
not certain of the turn off point to the contact area, Consequently,
his eloment overshot the turnoff and turned West from the highway
approximately 1500 moters north of tho desired location, (See Sketch
#2). One tank became mired in a stream crossing; ‘ancther was left -
to secure it and the remrinder of the Company (=), mumbering 5 tanks,
moved b;ck to the South and entered the paddy on the axis shown in
Sketoh #2,

h, CPT Groganls mired tank reported a mass exodus of civilians immediate-
1y after the company (~) left, Co B («) 1/69 /irmor advanced towerd
the contact area and began receiving small arms fire less than half-
way to the lomation where IT Wobb!s perimeter wos being systematically
eliminated, CPT @rogan rcquested clearance to return the fires,
which was granted, silenced the resistance, and continued towards

ConFidentinl
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1.

e

X,

1.

the pillar of rising smoke,

Co ¢ (=), 1/50 arrived at the location of the dismourted survivors
only seconds before the enemy launched his final assault, Rapidly
and effectively Co C formed a protective ring around the men, load-
ed up the wounded and sracuated them to the West, The timely rellef
cost Co C (-) dearly, Captain Copley, the CO, was among the 30
wounded from Co C (=) as the en¢my fires rained in from both sides
of his relief force, Meamwhile, Co B (~) 1/69 Armor continued to
advance toward increasing resistance, Taking 9 casuwalties, the
tankers fought in to join the Co C perimeter and together regrouped
in a position where resupply and Dustoff were effected, and prepara-
tion for a counterattack were completed,

At 1230 hours, CO, 1/50th Inf requésted the relsese of Co B-1/50
which had been securing IZ English., Permission was granted, and
Co B, 1/50th with 1 platoon from Co B 1/69 Armor arrived at IZ
Ichiban at 1501 hours, The first missions of Co B was to assist
in the extraction of the 2 mired tracks which Co B 1/69th Armor
had left beRhind and had since come under an anti-tank and small
arms attack. Co B detached one platoon to accomplish this mission
and proceeded to the location where Co B 1/69th Armor and Co C

(~) 1/50th were effecting resupply and preparing for the counter—
attack, {See Sketch #2), ‘

-~

[ R

* —

o o+

At 1700 hours, Co B (-} 1/é9th Armor, and €5 B (-~} 1¢#50th and Co

¢ (=) 1/50th moved out in the counterattack, Air strikes adjusted
by Captain Grogan had been applied contimwously for several hours
and were still arriving on station, Artillery engaged known enemy
targets each time there was a slight lull in the bombing and straf-
ing. The counterattack proceeded up to the position indicated on
the sketch #2 where the infantry began taking excesslve casualties
from fires coming both from the Fast and West of their axis of adw
vance, (See Sketch #2)., The units drew back towards a night log~
ger position for additional resupply. Before they reached the
proposed location, 2 tanks became mired in the rice paddy which
had been dry and hard only a short time before, Apparently, some-
one flooded the paddy deliberately or the bombs destroyed a dike,
allowing the paddy to be flooded, In either case, the traffidabi-
lity of the paddy was reduced significantly in two hours tinme,

By the time the elements had secured a coil for resupply, it wos
nearly dark, At this point, the Chinook pilot at 12 Uplift refused
to £ly to the logger position, stating that the area was not secure

Co Nfi devtial
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and that he had to check through his chain of command-before fly-
ing the resupply. After 30 mimibes of communications, the pilot -
conserted to fly, thenagain refused. At approximately 1900 hours,
the decision was made to move the companies to LZ Salem for re-
supply, where the pilot consented to fly. Ammmnition for the tanks
and carriers was critically short, There was an immediate need
for all types of ammunition, The duty officer, 173d Abn Brigade
was notified of this battalion's intention to move to 1Z Salem,
Five sorties of GH-47 were flown to 1Z Salem where the resupply
stocks were secured,

m, When there was one sortie remaining to be flown, S-3, 173d,Brigade
informed the Battalion that the elements would not withdra# as far
back as IZ Salem, but would remain in their position. Some adjust-~
ment was made and the resupply aircraft were informed of the new
landing zone location. On that note, both CH-7t3 departed station,
One CH-,7 returned to 1Z Uplift at 2400 hours and flew the required

resupply.

n. At the logger site, personnel werc still bresking down emmunition
at 0330 hours when an cnemy attack was initiated, (Sketch 3),
Smell arms, anti-tank and indirect weapons fire rained in from
four directions, Reaction was instantaneous and fire superiority
was gained within a mimute, A ground attack coming from the Nott h=
west was eliminoted by small arms and tank cannister amminition,
At least 200 pnti~tank and mortar rounds were fired at the logger
position causing 3 KIA-and 18 WIA. A stack of undistributed ammani-
tion took a direct hit, burned and exploded for sevéral hours. -
This contact was broken at approximately 0500 hours, - N
o. The slemerts in the contact area werc assigned the mission of again
sweeping through the contact area, which they did for 2 days with
no significant findings other thin enemy dead, One NVA Chieu Hodi
to Co B 1/50 at 0630 hours 7 May. .

p. The following is a breakdown of friendly amd enemy losses (body
count) for the contact:

ENEMY BRC 1/50 Go-A 1/50 - Co B 1/50 Co € 1/50 Co B 1/69
1T 3 2

KIA 117 2
WIA 26 26 30 9
CIA - i '

S/k 6 A 32 4

C/5 Wpns 7 2 "

APC 1 A
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12, Conolbrion:

Interrogation of 1 Hoai Chanh revealed that 3 enomy battalions
were located in a U-shaped ambush with the mission 6f destroy~
ing the battalion iPCle, Five AFCt!s were destroyed. (Although
there is no conclusive evidence, it is felt that the enemy allow-
od intelligence leaks concerning his location, to draw our
clements into his prepared positions. That Co & (~)pmused for

a noon meal where it did was pmobably a fortunate turn of cvents,
The main attack requirod thé enemy to leave his prepared positions
in order to assault the APC, The low roadiness posture of Co A
alléwed the initial enemy attack to gain and maintain fire superiow-
ity, Tho supporting arms could not be brought to bear on the
oneny for lack of radio commnications.

13. Reporting Officerts Analysis:

Qe

ba

Ca

The Battle of An Bao marks the first time that a dnit of this
organization has been rendered combat ineffective, Had a recon=
naissance clement for Co A been utilized as it moved out on its
assigned mission, cvents might have unfolded differemtly, Fifty .
personnel, distributed in 9 APCls is too small a force to mein-
tain the firo power on the tracks and provide dismounted security,
Tt is also felt to be significant that all but one of the relicf
units arrived on the scenc in a reduced strength posture, Statie
sceurity and other commitments allowed only Co B 1/50 to arrive
intact. A1l others invelved were minus at least one platoon,

Rosupply bocamé o minor problem scveral times because of lack of
transportation, Tank and mechanized units in comtact expend
ammnition in quantities which wore beyond the cxpected levels.
in experience foctor has now becn obbained and pérhaps future
resupply requircments will be bettor anticipated, JLpproximately
15 CH-47 sortiecs were required t6 support an effective force of
7 mechanized and 2 tank plateons.

Perhaps tho most outstanding support reccived during this contact
was the T.C 2ir support. The Fil aircraft remained on station
constantly and airstrikes were ncarly contimuous, It is imposaible
to accurately measure their overall effect, but there can be no
doubt that it was oxtromely significaht.

Conki &EN%%R?
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2 Incl:
1 ~ Tesaons
2 - Disgram
3 ~ Sketch 1
4 = Sketch 2
5 ~ Sketch 3

e T i
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ﬁ/‘“ﬂ-_,. AAK L '

RICH/RD P GUTHRIE
CPT, Infamtry
§-3 Air

Tozrned Report
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1. Maximum use of all available fire support t6 includo organic s Support-
ing artillery and air should be used constently, Adr strikes and/or
artillery should be used any time a body of 15 are actually secn, provid-
ing that support is avoilable,

2. Visual Reconnaissance from tho air is best effected by helicopters.,
-Fixod wing aireraft do not provide effective V.R, 2 LOH might bo held for
the purpose of flying V.R. on request, The techniques should be tricd,

3.' We should train ourselves t6 show the restraint, self discipline, dnd
petience which our enemies show, Precipitous actions dause casualtics,
Think, plan, and coordinate, Then, rcact deliberately,

Lo Security elemonts should beo d ismourted from tracks during movement

where visibility is limited, Ecch track should provide sccurity at 2 meal-
halt; meals eaten on staggered time schedule. This is more time consuming,
but mich more secure,

5. When all weapons on ACLV APC are firing, it is oxtpemely difficult to
accurately fix the enemy fires, Tracks should regulate and alternato
weapon fires, /[dditiomal training is ncoded in this arez, for mechonized
troops operating alone and when operating with tanks,

6, Move deliberate actions Bhould be conducted with tank forces so that’
the troops can learn the c apabilities and limitations of each 2oy

7. There were ®maveral xamplse of rolatively low readiness posture, local
Sccurity is the implicit responsibility of all leaders, Apparently they
have not becn properly trained in this one area,

8, SIMURY: No glaring errors in this comtact are opperent, but the
mimber of small grrors was great:

-

a, Security was postoed, but was inadequate,

be lLrtillery rocormcissance by fire was conducted, but not fully’
exploited, [rtillery was not offective once contact was made,
When contact was made the irtillery F.O. apparently lost and
never rogained contact with bho firing batteries,

cs Co C 1/50 was hurried to comtact, arrived just in time, but wes
not briefod well cnough to be able to adsume a proper formation
or react properly once contact was made,

d, Thore were many axomples of hasty reaction to underdeveloped
situations,

Incl 1
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BAILY 1OG FUR 1.50TE (M) INFANTRY ON 5 MAY 19¢8

Comcept of Operations gnco ~ Bemain at UPLIFT {0 parform maint. GRF, ste vic
595783,

£
5
g
;

Bridge and Song Br,
U@-mmw e =

0150 Have received 06 rda of mortar fire, neg casualtdes at this time. Try to put
Arty in on the suapected losaticn,

0155 Aress such aa Plalku and Kontizm are recedving morter attack at this time.

Q201 Bave 3 Wl4 not serious. Recuire that you have all B/E on 100% alert and twm in
SITERP every 15 rin.

0232 We are an 508 alert firing counter morstar plans now your 3 or 6 will have to
decide as to alart stetus down there {stay on 508 dlert).

0240 Hesring five (A/W) to our W posmibly Pony or Orangs fire the last 10 min.
0315 Rec'd heavy 4/W from South nag cegusliies returned fire vith dusters, tanks and

#*

0319 Comtact braken at 0318,

4323 Observed 1 squad VC/NVA rum acyoss opem ground to our front (South) engsged with
AfMy SA and organies, neg assesmemt also rec'd 2 B=40 rockst rda short of peri-
neter, no casualties,

0325 E/E report that they sww 2 stresks of flame from flame throver (could be trails
OfB—mmm&)i

0449 RBec'd 2-3 romde mortar fire 6 rds B0 rocket firve, five was directed at one of
the tanke. 2-3 bursts from a flame thrower, 4/W fire M.79 fire, fire came from
approx 100 metars S+8W of perlweter, est 1 squad aize NVA foros was seen evading
tc S, emngaged with dusters, AFC, ; orgunies and canister rd of tanks,

0620 Found 30 £t behind one of the tanks 1 HPG.70 unexploded round, SBADIC 23 has reg
E0D Tean already.

0630 Moving out to check the contast sres.

0650 Req 1o move out and performm my mission dlsmevmted, Roger go ahesd and dismounted.
0700 Moving into UFLIFT now.

0705 3GM and Pine Sheiks EL moving to L& "V,

0708 Searched arvwid 1Z OLLIE, fomd 1 Bui0 rockst insids pertmster, 1 B~i0 in positim. |

Have , Detelnses, Opa is a bey vho ssys he known what happened, 1 one man and
2 0ld women.,
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o738

o073

oTLT

0748

0807

0812
0817

0914
0928

0936
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Am sbout 10 min out of your looation at this time would 1ike somecas to mest us i
vhen we oome in to take the detainess off ouwr hands, :

Msﬂmmhmﬁmmcmwﬂmtﬁfﬁomm. Piokup. ‘
¥* EL has moved cut at this time.

Have cléaed L& UPLIFY at this time., Have dropped off the 4 detainees and BwlD
roewmda,

Report ihat Bridge 372 vic 924827, lmown as Balley Bridge has beso Wlown, 11 RVN |
WIA and 3 RVN KIA, ,l

Repart 18 NVA XIA, bodise at Bridge 372.
im moving out at this time,
Would iike %o kpow if there 18 a IRRP Tagm working in our ares.

Triendly working in your area, Winstan Sidts 1B bis push 35,20 (from M,D 14,80)
coordinate with him =8 to reepsctive location,

Location of *SP*N® EL. From 93 1 2.6 00,9 S84995.

Now on Money (Mwyl). |

Request POL truck vith MD gas to ald ope of cur tanks.
Bogquest ybur present location. From 113 R 8,5 D 4.B 905792 ,
Reving trouble ccordinating with Winstom Skite 1 Brave.
Bequest VR at oowords 905794. Have spotted 1.

Request to know location of Winston 3dts 1 B.

Winston Skits 1 B was not inserted to the wvest of the S B"A" B, Te 841 5
preaent oo from 93 L 2,7 V 0.3 882953, EHave foumd 1 mamned position, probhdly

an OF, freshly dug.

Hawkeye bmszvow:in the village dus vest of my looation & village with pev humkers |
and quite & fav pecpls. Req permission tc move 500-600 metere west and checkout. !

Parmisaion granted, _
Squash Gulf taking 1 W Co under fire st 920715.
Eneity location QO3788, They are moving west over the ridge to the high ground,

in pressntly Airboeme godng to vieintty of SA on & V/R will be gune for 05 to 10
min,

Spot Repurts At approx 0915 at Bridge 37%5,1, co-ord 897865, K of B 84 Bogr rec'd
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zmmm&ofmmﬂmnﬁnhﬁﬂmma,rmmhm&mm. Tock 2
flat tires and & round in the block, neg cesusltiss, retwrned fire with M-16, M-79

and X-60,

In grid 89799079 the lsed aireraft had problame and dropped 3 dids. Center af

mass 858804 with a 30C meter radius .

8P NX EL cloaing my locatian in sbout 10 min,
Leaving UPLIFT at this time for LZ OLLIE,

Request your present locatiom from 111 R 8.3 B 4.5.

Bave fouad 2 KVA packs, couple dooumests, fresh diggings, entrenching tools, am

breaking for chov,

Closed GLLIE,

Reoeived ome round recoillevs rifle,

Request MEDEVAC, just had ane APC hit.
Receiving fire from 360°.
Notm’c“togttcnnbsd@mdﬁlf@th.
Spotted 4 APC burning.
Gunshdpe md A/S oo the vay,

We are surounded, they are olosing in an ud,
Gumships on ststion (8B-12).

A/S & C Co & PS EL in youte to A Co oontact ares, loc &35795.
Their will be no extraction while thedr is contack,
Totk come hiim, will mske ons more run thed besym.
Moving out at this time (9 tanks).

At Lchibon now

Pirst 4/5 OF out

2 more gunahips are 10 10 15 min out.

Beve some of A Co WIA, red heavy fire fin south,

Have approx 15 WIA frem 4 Co
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DATLY 10G FOR 1L.s0TH (M) mmnzousmiqsacm
" 1251 Bec fire at this time

1259 Have a fev WIA alsc,

1301 Gooks comwing over Migs America tovards UPLIFT, unk mumber.
1302 One TC hit with M/C flre belisve he is alright,

1305 Would 1fke 10 put A/S in village 1 click to west, saw a lot of ememy run in.
1306 Bave been hit, C.¥ vill take over,

1314 Asimsth 175° comoemtraticm of enssy treope.

1316 Receiving vary heavy fire, BR & 84 fire,

1718 Ve need relfiforcemente teking heavy casnaltlss,

1319 Request reinforcements to east of omitact area.

1321 Received a lot of B—i0 fire to our north, requast A/3.
1325 Your B Co 1s asaemblimg now to o/a into contact area.

1331 Oet 300 rds 90 MM HR ready for & o,

1336 B Go will be ogmming down to combtect area in AFCs also another tenk EL.
1341 OQun ses PR position, will put in gunships.

1342 Noed Dustoff badly,

1346 Putting in snother gunshdp, last coe weat down.

1348 Bes snipper fire from 300°,

1351 Rec anippsr fire from all sides.

1356 2 boxs from P stuck at vie BR 925793,

1410 Tock 4 hits evarything 0K,

1,12 Will Be moving shortly,

1422 Receiving fire, took 10 bita, took rda in blades.

1425 Reocelving wmortsr rds 8lmm.

426 Hawve 5 or 6 APC yith FC EL in ootl.

146 4/8 st loc 909791,
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DAYLY LOG FOR 1.80TH (X) INFANTRY ON 5 MAY 1968 CONT*D

© 1810
1516
1519
1530
1542
1545

1413
1616
1621

1707
mo
1716
25
1736

1210
1815
1817

Chopper went down 800 metere west of SALEM 1t exploded when 1t hit 915812,
My 2 tenke at BR Q24804 ave recelving B- 0 fire,

Go to BR 924804 to sseist 2 tanks under fire.

Have total of 4 KIA, 30 WIA friendly at thie time.

Sti11 rec heavy aniper firw.

Situation is, we will recrganise & resupply al EL, owr B Co will merry up, then
mptosutcbmafm

The 2 stuck tanks still rec a lot of AN fire,

My M XL 15 rescsiving AM fire gt thia time,

Bringing in another A/8,

Kove to UPLIFT wiwn ready,

Will send Dusters to UPLINT,

A1) Ko rvesdy to atteck, i1l prep aree first,

Putting in ancther A/S, meke sure all Red leg is turned off,

Werv moving out at this time sc ..o

8o far we have $ KIA, 43 WIA and 1 MIA friendly at this time.

Will be putting 4/8 in st @rdd 923801, Bave gone inte ares, have a lot of
budldings twoming will omtfd assmult an other side village to esst of lst contect
there are hunkers and hootches burning, are bodies in umkers but no body count,
Huve policed up downed choppar.

will be bask inte intdal oontast area in 15 mina.

Arty into BB 715M2.

Requsst Dustaf? for 2 WIA,

Bastclf 60 in 05,

Have ancther men ehot in heed will put him on Puatef? Bird.
Recelving B=i0 fire at this time.

Pull back snd FOB

Bropoceoxr ve mrowanowis o | | ) ozcmssgfsu |
_ 7754

|
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DAILY 10G FOR 1-50TH (M) INFANTRY OF 5 MAY 1068 CONTD

1847 Mowe to Iskbon =T

1852 Eave a total of 3 WIAs, FS EL has 1 WIA at this time.

1853 Dumtoff received fire, will pull back o secure ares.

1858 Send 10G to BR 910802,

1906 ALl Red leg shut off, will put in snother A/S.

1917 Hfeceivad 1 AR i, no damegs & no one lmnt.

1924 Contaot Spooky 33 on A/G push,

1925 En route your loo with 5 WIA amd 1 XIa,

1940 We have n total of & KIA, 9 MIA & 50 WIA total as of this time, also 05 APGs
1945 Requset you send Spooky to Parsgons loc to your SW on codes push.

2000 Hsven*™t rec fire for 30+50 min wa are getting last tenk oul of mud, then we will
nove to L& SALEN for resupply.

2125 Will recwive Tesmupply iz your present loestionm.

2126 Stay where you sre end FOB, dig insand ast up good dedenoss, shoot wp hill to yowr
mthmds?mdnz aree, be prepared for an attack have a sky spot goling in at
250 at 130 W of your Ra.

2201 Have ope nan with broleen hand would like 1o sand Mim in,

2218 HReed 2000 248 %0 oal & 4 cases of =79 for the night,

2224 You will get 3 sartiss of 10G bave max secutly for BAxd.
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SALLT LOG FOR W80tk (M) mrwmwmﬁ
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OC20
(050

eplred

0332
0345

0355

pasltion, vie 900 799, Move fraam UPLIFT 0530.
B Co - Mowe into contect area 330, obj. 905 795,
8 Co - Move vith B 1/69.

B - Move frem UPLIFT at 0530 into contaet. Elook Pos
200 799,

D Co = Continus security of Bong Song PR and twidges §%9,.
B 1/6% ~ Mova lnte contest ares at 0530,
Flipper bas arrived to henl Log lst scrtls has been lifted out at this tiag.
‘nd partie complete,
Srd soridediifted off.
rd scartie ecmplets almo.
Revedving inceming Huy 8/4 fire, ealling in Arty now, will kesp rou informed,

Rmhmm and possible norter fire with 8/4 & A/V; request Spocky on
station, negative casualties

HKave camualiles - no oount, have a trmck hit, Request gunsbipe.

Cowdd deflinately use A/S in same sree as today, Lot of fire coming frem
tresl.i.numthadgerm.

RVA vere trylug to erawl into perinster. They did withdrew. There is more
zovenent around the perimeter snd digging in all aeowmd at this time, Sti11
requivielg Bi0 and morta:,

Aoving %o d@¥W W from the front., &:ifY fires to thers.

Have some WIA. One sossibly serions. Total 3.

1 track with 10 wIA (840 twlcs), 1 Sank with 4 WIA (seme gerious).

Have 17 WId now,

Reoelving heavy morter fire sgain,

5/A bas stopped. ire recelving morter fore. iave more castmltlss from PS Lls.
2 K14, 2 serious WIA, 18 slight WIA, 4 boxew hit.

5 WiiA seriocus. 1 tank knceked out,
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0451 4 Wik = 2 litrey, 2 AMB

0455 Friandly sasualtiecs repmrt ua;narﬂn hag died down, only sporadic Sk mow,

0515 Ammo requiate: 400 ;ﬂn Jomm, 10 ocsmes .50 oel, $8,000 rds Co=Al, Will
need thig before we Bove oute

0531 Racelving A.» fire again from the north tree lines, Spooky 1s engaging.
(535 Reowiving mcrtar and B4C rockes fire from south.

(54C Fire has sto,;ed agsin at this time,

(543 Heve 1 mare WIA (5 tx;_m).

0543 Total 31 Wla, 10 serdous.

0548  Spooky will lsave mtim:

0620  Moving out.

062G At Iehibon now, A/S golng 4in close, will hawe to hold up.

0630 Am right behidd OM,

0645 Huve > £IA, 7 Wii ssrious, only 2 man tank crevs.

G70C  Dustosf have 8 on board, 4 JArt - 4 AMB, Infeo remark -~ Loc BR 91 800 and
BE 210 307, ensmy concentrationa,

0706 4/S going im at ¢ is tima.
(713 Make mme all resuy.dy is slung in, no intewpal,
072c iHave 2 K14, 3 sexrious WIA amd 10 Iightly wounded.

My 2 Ll ploked vp 12 ansorisd wes;oms o v of perimeter,
0746 C-H L cloedng FUB
0748 TFlipper B2 spotied X persannal in 'lack 2J's 200 meters to your scuth.
0758 VC Loc 910 798, putting in 4/5 on them.
0816 Put next A/S in at DR 899 796,
0820 Move your EL's our ASAP, ‘
0345  Pub next A/S to west.
0343 Leave 1 diamcne EL fyom A Co 30 secwre downed vohicals.
0902 A/8 comleta, you ean put Bed 2 LG in now.
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93
0936

1.0
101
1629
1055

1100
1115
157

1215

1216
1220
1224
1238

1312
1353
14G4

1423
1421

mu&mamcﬂc'

Huve 2 dupiers epcort recovery kil at B Co loc.

2 5. counbed 11 eosxy bodles in rig area,
Pusters will retian te U LIFT 2o later that 1500.

g
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VC ioe at BR 920 312, 905 818, 295 815, alap VA spread from 920 313 wsst

w 395 318

Hove outs

Bs prepared to asslst ki to north if ithey yet contact,
Have 1 flight at 1040 for next 4/S,

Found - bodies with full fia1d gesmr, one is booly trepped. No weapons

on thas,
Fourd xw body, ne vmm, cootinuding search to west.
1 friendly 14 alight (Fragl, dedvas not required.

Hessoge ‘rom Pangeyr '5' - Do careful or suesy bodiss belng booky trapved.

Heve forpd 8 Ut XA, another body just bones, trying far fupdker [\, Thege
v ro found in the OCP ecocotmit srea. Alse 5 eney Podlies have been found.

lawe you fournd any doctomstds? Afcn have been found. 3 epsny dodics have
been booly tzwmpped. One bad a grenade aroml ihs neeok, 2 others covered

with wnnds, mrobally bocty trapped.
The ¥-81 and 2 duaters beve Jjust arrived my locaties,
[}

257 ham just closed ny lowaticn.
fBequest mit loestions.

Their xre 7 U5 bodies and 2 sets of bopes, request bdxrd to being then in,

IZ ia seeiire.
Irdng bodies Dmok with you,
“111 e 8 & C ing in apen of yesterdays eontact.

~eapung thut were reported thipg mewning were, 4 340 rouskets, 2 It 4/G's, 3

A-47's and 2 3K3 plue 37 bodles,.
Found 3 bodies total so far.
Uplift is recsdving scrber youmuds, sp vox 5 ac fay.
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1426 Coumntar morter fore coming c::;ystal.

1430 Found 1 B-40 rocket launcher in last nights FOF Loe 913 302,

1442 sortar rounds coming from Vie BR 92C 764.
Returndng to u iift with downed vebioals, will also twing in (S bodiss,

1515 buve found 1 more body (vVA) and 1 AK-47¢ Total 38 bodied 12 wma.
Jdoving at this time for UPLIFY,

1610  IRERXEOITIOXIEliave searcher contact in ar a of last night. Many tlood
tralls and blood opm grounmd, Ths deud and wounded were dragyed down stream bed

tounrds village HE 905806. Beliewvs Podiss are buyied in that village. FPose-
ible some spemy still in village, will fire redleg in there tonight,

1612 Closed UZLIFT,

1717 HReference 6 downed APC'a: SB 6 feelg they are in a conditdon that they ean
be salvaged.

1736 Request to kmow if you habe encugh ammeo to fire your mein gum. Also, do you
have enough am:o to fire ocontinuoup H & I all night. {(They hawe anough).

1736 Tob Loc BRE 994 798.

P b I
1312 Requept you have same Rle check out village 9C5 8C5 firgt thing in the
aorning.

1840 Ask your 3 if he cen use a combat sky apot -round 2100 hrs.

1852  BD & vants 116 ai his loo at 1930 & Hay,

1855 Closed Fob 1845.

1855 New time for meeting 2000 3D 6 will send his bird down to plek up 116,
1915 Uplift is under mortar attack, no details.

1917  Have received ) round insids of perimster, oould be friendly Ariy roumd.
(vi0 casunlties).

1915  Ail Ele have ciomed Fob Sb=6 SG-6 Peb in Fob BE 394 798,

1934 Bridge % is receiving 8/A from ARVE in villsge (BS 925 220) to north, Just
i &I fire but condng cless overhead.

1940 661 920 Bupteyr iHill Sitrep. Huzzle flashes BR 915 7X engsged with duster,
Bellieted to have neutralized 2 of the 3 tubea., 2 WIA by mertar aitack,
received aprrox 15 romds.

1945  2/503 Loc A Co 872 783, B Co 903 828, C Co,901 763, Ambush 868 794 D Co 872 799
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D Co OF 868 79..
1946 have 4 mars WIA, total 6 Not serdous.
1957 Balieve it uap a 105 rewod.
203  KCHOBGENG target for Spocky at this time.
2025  Loe of 1408 4 frem 97 ~ 3.2 R 1.2, MMB 99 K 3.5 R Cu84

2050 A 1/69 rarwick Gallop lels has ecliosnd uplift X015, They are heing inmtegrated
into age delonpe.

1 5 ton rediater and thPes and windsbteld dezaged. 1 . ton with windehlisld
desagod, 1 AEVEC 46 radio damaged.

2115  Inform 1) sud 112 TOT from Sem Dog. Do not fiye any 9Com or 50 osliber,
only &tmm, BRoad ruoner fires wp to 1000 meters of Yob, tham 1000 meters
to east of Fob.

2200 D26 at L Geromico is receiving W fire from the sgouth, am esliing in arty
at this time - 30 rounds of fire.

2356 They are at the ssme losation I am. Will go over azd see wbat thelr troubls
is.

2400  Closed out,
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FROM: FDO, 173d Abtm Bde " 9 May 1968
SUBJECT: Apalysis of Air Aetivity for°l » 7 May 1968
T0: 1734 Abn Bds (3-2) (S-3)

1, Thers was moderate air activity in the Cochise A0 during the first two days of the
month. On the 3rd of May, the 2nd Battalion of the 503d Infantry (A & B Companies)

ceme in contact with an estimated VC Company in the vicinity of BS 930050, An immediate
alr strike was called and the air strike wes directed by Tomto 03 (FAC), This airstrike
was oritical due to the approaching darimess and close proximity of friendly elements.
Results: Two secondary explosions, one automatic weapons position was silenced; one
lerge military structure was destroyed. Darimess precluded further sssessment, This
action was a prelude to the intensive activity that followed on the 5th and 6th of May,
Ar activity was average on the 4th of May. :

2, During the two day period of 5 and 6 May, thers were thirty two air strikes flown in
support oft 4, B and C Company, 1-50th Mech; B Company, 1-69th Armored; B Company, 2-503¢
and B Company 3-503d, The sixty-two tactical airoraft invelved, expended close to eighty
tons of ordnance and 17,000 rounds of 20 milimeter cannon.

3, Three Forward Air Controllers directed these air strikes, logging twenty aix hours
on thirteen flights in the two day period.

4. Analysis of all reports reveals 45 NVA/VC confirmed KBA, with the possibility of an
additional 108 KBA and 35 WBA, based on a Chieu Hoi report and other intelligence data.
There wers 119 military structures destroyed (bunkers, hootchss, ect) mmerous structures

' dsmaged, three secondary explosiops, three autcmatic weapons positions slilenced and
mmerous trails interdlicted.

5, TFighter units supporting the operatioms included the following:
a. 6th Adr Commando Squadron, Plsilu
b. 12th TAC Fighter Wing, Cam Ranh Bay
¢. 559th TAC Fighter Squadron, Cam Ranh Bay
d. 31st TAC Fighter Wing, Tuy Hoa
e, 306th TAC Fighter Squadron, Tuy Hoa
f. 308th TAC Fighter Squadron, Tuy Hos
g. 37th TAC Fighter Squadrom, Phu Cat
h, Z16th TAC Fighter Squadron, Pim Cat
i, 1 th Air Commando Squadron, C Flight, Phu Cat

6., TForward Alr Controllers who directsd the air strikes weret

a., Major Alvin L Lewis, Texsrkana, Texas

b, Major Hemry M Donaldson, Chevy Chase MD, and Bainbridge G4,

¢. Major Wayne A Ferguson, Milton, Oregon

These Forward Alr Controllers are attached to the 173d Abn Bde at LZ English, They
are under operational control of the Direct Alr Support Center at IFFV Hdgs, 1I Corps
(Nha Trang). They ave under the direct control of LT COL James A Cook, Air Liaison
Officer,

. T ty of the air st in ort~0f the Brigade, which was in direct
Tontal® BRipTHY ol rhe Al RS Y one Proxiniiy of the e o batile made tho
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direction of air strikes extremely critical. In the final analysis the Forward Air

Controller is held responalble for the selection of the target and the delivery of the
ordnance on that target.

Henry M Donaldson, Major, USAF Copy to: IXC
Fighter Duty Officer/Forward Air Controller
173d Airborne Brigade
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Map extracted from unknown Official document, possibly a 69" armor After Action Report.
Map courtesy of Don Spaulding, 1/69" Armor Association Historian.



NVA 99th Black
@ ARC Star Rocket Regiment .

@ @NVA ROCKET
® TROUOPS

:j Night Laager Positien
5 May 1968
An Bao, Vietnam

Unofficial Map courtesy of Don Spaulding, 1/69™ Armor Association Historian.



Area where Lt wWebb and survivors set up
defensive paaition {where I was hit)
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Unofficial Map courtesy of Bob Bihari, A Company, wounded in Battle of An Bao.






