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l, INTRODUCTION

2, On 5 April 1968, this battalion was detached from the 3rd Bde,
4th Inf Divisisen and attached to the 173D Airborne Brigade. There
was no change in the area of operation except that the name was
c¢hanged from 40 PATRICK to A0 COCHISE GREEN,

The latter part of March axd throughout the month of April saw
little action on the part of the enemy in the AC., During the month
of May, there was a considerable inerease In enemy activity. The
ereny initisted three major octions against US forces during the
month and mmerous small contacts were made. Indicationa were that
the enemy was striving to gain a majér victory. In June, operations
contirmed, but at a lesser intensity.

b, During this perlod, most of the operations were corducted with
companies operating in an indeperdent role, When contact was firmly
established, additional companies were inserted with battalion con-
trolling the action, There were 17 combat assaults, 65 mechanized
operations, 17 dismounted operations, and 32 Joint operations con-
ducted during this reporting perdied,

Significant omenty activity which had an influence an sur opsra-
tions was the inerease of the use of lard mines and anti-tank wea—
pons, This battalion had 6 APC'a hit by anti-tank weapons and 10
were either damaged or destroyed by mines.

TACTICAL OFERATIONS

as The begimming of the reporting pericd saw extremely limited enemy
activity. The lst Bn (M), 50th Inf was cperating along the coast
from the southern Mui Mieu pourtains north to the southern portion of
the Cay Giep mountains camplex,
(3 On 011340 April, B 1/50 vic CR 021719, had an AFC hit a
rressure detonated mine of unknown size, Friendly losses were
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2 US KHA ard 1 US WHEA,
(2) On 021708 Amil, A 1/50 vic BR 999783, had an AFC hit a
mine of unknown size, Frilendly losses were 3 US KHS,

(3) The third platoon from Co B fourd three bodies of NVA sole
diers, They had apparently been killed during the night by li&l
fires vic BR 985741, The platoon also recovered 1 AK-47 ard 4
inches of documerft.s.

(4)° On 061327 hmril, B 1/50 reported flndmg a cave at BR 988
703, After search:.ng the cave they rerorted finding 8 full mag-
azines for an AN=47, 3,000 rourds for an }-1l, 3 Chicom grenades,
2 homemode bombs, a belt of 100 rounds of 30 caliber ammunitien,
10 empty magacines for a BAR and 2 emtrerching tcols.

{5) On 130909 Aoril, C 1/50 had an AFC hit & mine of unknown -
size vic BR 832;578 \-ti:bh negative casualties, The track suffer-
ed extensive damage and had to be salvaged.

(6) On 111449 April, C 1/50 had a men hit a lard mine vic B2
839977, TFriemdly casualties were 1 US KHA and 3 US WHA,

(7) On 151005 April, A 1/50 had an A7C hit a mine vic Hi 833
577. The mine was of unkrown size, Damage to the AFC consisted
of one rovad wheel blown off and the hatches were blown off,
Friendly casualties were 7 U3 ‘HA,

(8) On 100910 April, C 1/50 wourded and then captured 1 VC who
was sootted from the zir trying to evade the element vie 30 957 -
826, At 1055 hours, C 1/50 engaged 2 more VC, killing them both,

(9) ©On 20 imril, € 1/50 engaged one VC vic B 955855 who was
smotted from the air trying to evade the element, Result was 1
VG KIi, A4t 1040 howrs, a man from B 1/50 stepped on a lard mine
of undetermined size, Friendly losses were 1 US KHA and 2 US WHA,

. (10) On 301704 April, the 2nd platéon of A 1/50 was engaged by an

enemy element of undetermined sige, firing A7 and S5i, The pla-
toon called artillery into the area but were uncble to assess ‘the
damage, Results were 4 US WHA, negative enemy assessment,

A considérable increase of enemy activity took place during the

month of liay, Three major actions were initlated by the enemy against
elaments of this battah.on.

(1) On 011505 May, an element from the 504th MP Co received 50
rounds of A7 fire vic ER 903858, They returned fire with M-60
machine guns with negative assessment of damage, 1o friemndly cas-
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ualties were received.

(2) On 021621 May, C 1/50 engaged an undetermined size enemy
trying to evade, Znemy personnel were wearing khald uniforms
and had web gear, Results were 3 Vi XIA and negative friendly
czsualties,

(3) On 2 May, C 1/50 still operating east and mortheast of Dam
Trao Lake, engaged 3 IVi eveding, NVA were wearing green uni- °

forms., Results were 3 MV: KIA and negative friendly casualties,

(4) - Battle of An Bao

(a) The 5th of May brought the first major comtact of the
reporting period. At 0145 howrs, LI Solem received approx-
imately 6 rounds of 82mm mortar fire and light SA fire for
2 5 mimtte period, Results were 3 ARVN WIA with negative
assessment of snemy casualties, '

(b) At 0315 hours, 1Z Ollie sustained a ground attack frem
the south by an unknown size enemy force, 4 platoon of C -
1/50 with tanks of B 1/69 Armor euploying camister réunds,
repulsed the attack with negative friendly casualties., The
enemy employed SA, &7, M-79, BAO rockets, flamethrowers and
mortars in their attack, Contact was broken at 0325 hours,
with negative assessment of enemy casualties,

(¢) 4 1/50 was given the mission of S/C vic ER9079., Ine
telligence indicated that an enemy artillery battalion and
regimentol CP was working in the area. The enemy's mission
was unimown at the time,

(d) AL 1346 hours, 4 1/50 mode contact with- an estimated 2
IV.. battalions employing Si, AW, BLO rockets, 57un recoiless
and 82mm mortar fire, Conte.ct was initiated by the enemy
as the company was egtablishing a perimeter, A vollay of
recoiless rifie amd rocket fire was directed at the AFCtg
which almost immediately disabled 5§ of the 9 ¥ehicles in
the perimeter, 4 ground assault was initiated by the en=
emy immediately following the initial volley, The main
attack came from the high ground to the S, Autometie, 84,
and AT fire came from the SE, 1B, and M1, The ground as-
sault continued against the dismounted survivors of Com-~
pany A who had set uv a small perimeter KT of the burning
vehicles, ' :

(e) C 1/50 and B(-) 1/69 were sent into the contact area at
1212 hours. Co € arrived moments before the enemy appear—
ed set to overrun the small perimeter and successfully
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thwarted the enemy attock long enough to evacuate the sur-
vivors to the east, The tznks from B(~) 1/69 were in con-
tact well before they reached the initial area of contact
and had to fight their way through the ensmy to where A
and ¢ 1/50 were pirmed down, Once the forces were joined,
comtact was broken, ‘ '

(£) B 1/50 was brought into the arez to reinforce the units
ard a counterattack was launched, Fighting vas still heavy
and smread over an 800 meter front at times. Contart con-
timed urtil 1530 hours,

(g) A 1/50 was moved back to IZ Uplift and C and B 1/50 -
with B(-) 1/69 set up on FOB at BR 925806, A4t 0332 hours,
6 May, the FOB site began receiving moderate to heavy SA
fire, At 0350 hours, they reported receiving BA4O rockets’
and several 82mm morter rounds. Artillery began firing =~ -
elose. in defensive fires, At 0445 hours, the attack ceased,

(h) Total casualties for the cortact were 22 US KH4, 93 US
HA, Equipmert losses were 5 M1134l1 destroyed, 1 UHIC gun—
ship destroyed and 3 helicopters damaged, Enemy losses wers
117 KIA and 5 RPG-2, 3 AK-47, 2 SKS and several BLO rockets
CIA.

(i) A CGhieu Hoi stated that he was a member of the 97th Bn,
ord VC Reg't, 3rd NVA Division, He further stated that 3
battalions were involved in the attack against & 1/50, The
other two battalions involved in the attack were the 7th and
9th Battalions, 22nd NV Reg't. '

(5) On 061420 Moy, 1Z Uplift recejved 3 rounds of 57mm recoiless
rifle fire. At 1921 hours, IZ Uplift received 15-20 rounds of
&mm mortar fire resulting in 6 US WHA.

(6) Battle at Trung Hoi (2)

(a) ©On 11 May, B and € 1/50 with a pletoon from B 1/69 wer &
gsent to the southern end of the 506 valley on a S5/ missim,
Intelligence indicated that the enemy may have moved to tlet
loeation following the battle on 5 tay. '

(b} At 1344 hours, the olements came wmler attack with an
estimated NVA battalion vic BR 874735. The enemy initiated
contact with a ground attack similar to the engagement of 5
Mzy, B and C 1/50 were separated by 600-700 meters when the
contact was initiated against both elements, Company C re-
ported that the enemy was probing from all directions,
Both companies were brought under fire with 34, Ad, AT, ard
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82mm mortars, Company B's position became untensble as epe-
eny &ssault waves swent into ihe perimeter from the south-
west., All organic and supporting weapons were brought to
bear on the assaulting troops. The order was given far Co
B's withdrawal toward C6 C which was in a delaying position
covering the withdrawal, The companies reorganized at R
895719 for Dustoff, resupply, and to link up with the 1/69
reinforcements enroute from 12 Uplift,

(¢} At 1610 hours, the unit moved out on the cownterattack,
One platoon of tanks had arrived to reinforce. The units
advanced without contact to BR 878727, where they ogain came
under heavy enemy fire at 1648 hours, '

(d) At 1830 hours, the companies moved to BR 882720 for ad-
ditional resupply, UYhen resupply was effected, the unit dis-
placed to BR 880723 for an FOB location, Yo further enemy
activity followed, B T

(e) It was estimated thot this battle cost the enemy over
200 of his men, although only 61 bodies were found, It was
apparent the following day that the enemy had policed the
contact area extremely well during the night, Friendly
losses in the battle were 3 US RKHA and A0 US WHa,

(7) On 120835 May, 2 tank from B 1/69 Armer hit a pressure
detonated mine of unkmown size at ZR 908771. There were mo
casualties but 2 road vheels were destroyed.

(8) On 130729 lay, an ATC from C-1/50 hit a uressure detonated
mine of unlknown size at BR 894716, resulting in 1 US YHA and one
roag wheel destroyed,

(3) On 170830 Hay, a tank from B 1/69 hit = pressure detonated
nine of unkmown size ot BR 896718. There were mo casualties
but 4 sections of track and one road wheel was destroyed,

(10) The period following the contact om 11 Hay witil 25 May showed
2 sharp decrease in enemy activity in the 40, There were in-
stances of units receiving 10-40 rounds of sniner fire, but a
large contact was not made with enemy forces.

(11) On 21 ilay, an undetermined size fores of VC ambushed vee
hicles on highway 1 vie 897865. They fired 150 rounds &f and SA,
3-3.5 rockets, and 2 M~79 rounds. The elements from 61st Trans
Co returned the fire with M-60's, M~79's and M-16's. Cne 3/}
ton truck received 5 hits, One US was WHA, There was mo assegs—
ment of enemy ezsualties, '



(12) Battle at Trinh Van (1)

(a) TFollowing the comtact of 11 May, indications were that
the enemy had left the area only tenporarily. On 25 May,
companies B and C 1/50 moved into the area in which they had
had the comtact on 11 May. At 1106 hours, both companies
came under heavy fire from the west, MNJ, and & vic BR 874
728, AT, M1, 51 and mortars were fired on the friendly po-
sition, Unlike the attacks of 5 and 11 May, the enemy did
ot assault, but instead fought from well fortified, well
camouflaged postions, Co B attempted-to maneuver and flank
the enemy and attack to the northwest, but enemy mortars and
rockst fire were too effectively registered in the area,

() Companies B and C moved to ER 833720 to receive re-
quired Dustoff ard resupply. They were also to bé rein- _
forced by tbe. Scout.platoon and tanks from A 1/69. ‘hen -
they arrived at that location, they received heavy mortar
and-roeket fires from the south,- The . c¢mpanies then:mivid-

to ER 891725 while sirstrikes were directed into the area.
it that location, they secured a 1Z, effected Dustoff, and
received resupply.

(¢) 4t 1612 hours, the companies moved out to the west and
advanced without incident until they reached the initial area
of contact, They then received heavy fire from 3 directions,

(@) Due to a limited manmeuver capobility in that area and
the fact that darkness was closing in, the companies moved
to a location vic BR 903710 and set up an F0B, Contadt was
broken ot 1905 hours, Ho contact was made that night,

(¢) The following morning, the units again swept through the
ares of comtact meeting only little resistance from snipers,
Ho significant enemy activity or engagements followed,

(£) During the fight US losses were 1 KHA and 20 YHA, while
the eremy body court was set at 46 KIA, One A ard one tank
was domaged during the comtact,

(13) On 26 Mey, an AFC from B 1/50 hit 2 105mm pressure detonated
mine vic BER 376722, Tha mine blew the roadwheels and track off of
one side of the wvehicle. Casualties were 6 US WHA,

c. On 020835 June, a platoon from A 1/50 was engaged by an estimated
compery sized enemy force vic ER 925797, They engaged the enemy with
artillery and organic weapons, Contact was broken at 0915 hours,
Tesults of the contact were 1 US KHA and 3 US VHi, There was no
assessmert of enemy casualties,



(1) On 041610 June, 4 1/50 found an SKS hidden in a hedge row vic
976853, L& thorough searé¢h of the. area wes made, The comparny found
2 NV:i hiding in a tunnel, The WVA thyew a grenade out of the tumel
but it rollsd back in, killing them both, Resulting casualties
were 2 NV KIA,

(2) Between 4 June and 16 June there was little enemy activity
in the %0, This period was characterized by sniper incidents a-
long highway 1 and in the area the units of the 1/50 operated,

to large conmtact was made with the epexy during this time, Ome
US WHA was received during the period due %o sniper fire., Ib
assessmént of enemy casualties was made following the sniping in-
cidernts,

(3) On 18 June, C 1/69 had two tanks hit mines to the north amd
mortheast of the Nul Mieu mowrtains vie BR 995802 and CR 00582Q
Both tanks were moved to the first location and were secured by
an element from the Stout platoon. Co A 1/50 then moved imto the
area to secure the vehicles when it became apparert that they
could not be removed that evening., At 1940 hours, X 1/50 repori-
ed receiving SA, AY, BLO and 82mm mortar rounds from the south,
artillery and gunships were called into the area and Spooky was
brought on station at 2030 hours., There were no friendly casual-
ties and negative enemy casualties,

(4) On 171550 June, a VIR from 1/50 hit a 155mm and & inch ar-—
tillery mine, pressure detonsted vic BR 905724, Two road wheels
and a track were blovn from the VIR, Casualties were 2 US WHA,

(5) On 212050 June, a nlatoon of C 1/50 smotted a VC meeting of
30~40 individunls with wezpons vie BR 9201656, The VC opened fire
with M~60's, M-79, AK~47's, and small arms fire., The platoon
began adjusting artillery ond 8lmm fire imto the area, Comtact
was broken at 2115 hours, There were no friendly casualties,
while the VC suffered 1 confirmed KI&, There was negobive as~
sessment on the da.ma_ge done by the artillery,

(6) On 250603 June, a platoon from A 1/50 engaged. VC vic 982792,
One VC was IJA and 2 were WIA,

(7) The lack of enemy activity during most of June supported the
intelligence reports the battalion had received during the month
of June, These remorts indicated that the VA were moving to
the north and west either for resupply and recuperation or were
moving into new 40's entirely,

3. INTZLLIGHCE

a. During the month of April, the 2nd and 22nd Regiments of the 3rd



WA Division were based in the mortlwestern Phu My District. Dmring
this period they were taking on replacemonts, being resupplied, and
trained,

b,

During the month of May, three contacts were made with the 2nd

ard 22nd Regiments. The 22nd Regiment with elements of the 2nd Reg-
iment were still located in northwest Fhu My District at the end of

Moo,

c.

In the month of June, intelligerce sources reported the 2nd

Regiment and 22nd Regiment moving out of “hu ly District heading
northwest toward Kontun or Ouarg Hgad,

d.

C.

Nature of the terrain and weather corditions

(1) Areas bordering the mountains ard rice paddies are geperally
overgrown with thick hedgerows amd short shrub bushed. These areas
are extensively used by the enemy in building defensive positions,’
i.e. bunkers, anti-ajrcraft positions, and camouflafed trenchlines,
Movement by tracks in this area demands ground troops to provide
security,

{2) Often snipers and tank-killer teams set up positions in stream
beds that run through rice paddies into the thick hedgerows, Once
they have fired upon allied troops, they use the stream beds as
exit routes into the brush areas where they usually hide,

(3) Detection of the enemy in this type of area is very difficult
ard is best accomplished using dismounted troops with tracked ve-
hicles used in suprort,

(4} Trafficobility in the wet season presents problems for the
tracks, At times the naddies fill with water and the ground be—-
comes very soft, During this period, operations with tracked
vehicles are limited,

(5) In some bush areas, tracks have a difficult time maneuvering.
Large ditéhes and deep stream beds are some of the problems en-
eountered, Routes must be found where these obstacles can be by~
passed consequently causing channelization and increased sus-
ceptibility to AT mines.

(6) Weather: DMormally the weather during the reporting period
has been clear with temperatures ranging from the low 80's to
the high 90's, Humidity has been high which results in an
occasional rainshower.

Decisions and plans adopted with reasons based on enemy situations,

viwe
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(1) On 5 May 1968, operations were centered vic BR 912799, Ele~
ments were sent into this zrea because of strong intelligemce con-
cerning a buildup of enemy forces in the area, The contact res-
ulted in 117 KIA, -

(2) On 11 May 1968, working on’agent reports, contact wos
again made with the 2d Regiment, vic BR 874735, ZInemy cas-
ualties were 61 KIA,

(3) On 25 May 1968, intelligence indicated another buildup
in the arez of the 11 May comtact, A recon in force was in=
itiated resulting in conmtact with elements of the 2d and 22d
Regizemts, The enemy lost 46 KIA,

£ Enemy's Persormel and Equipment Iosses by month ord Iosses dur-
ing the Reporting Period as Follows: ’

Weapons
Killed-in-Action P{ Crew Served Small Arms

April 13 o] 0 0

May 22 2 7 5

June 3 0 0 1

Totals PR 2 7 6

PERSQNVSL, . ND ..Di TUTSTR.IION
Strengbh:
BAIE AUTHORTZ:2D ASSIGNED

1 April 1968 881-37-2/920 838-34-2/87,
30 June 1968 865-4,0-2/907 T 8s5h-34-2/890
DATR GiINS HOSZ RTN KIi ¥IA NED NBY
April 1968 73 20 519 1 0
May 1968 231 4% 18 138 0 O
June 1983 366 3% 2 32 1

Total: 673 V0 25 B03 1
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DATE REPL ART 15 BN ART 15 SECM* SPCMe*
April 1968 L6 2 4 o 2
May 1968 161 5 2 11
June 1968 106 13 0 0 1
Total 7 * 313 L2 6 1 b

b, Burisl and gravesd registration: No significant problem areas
exist in this regard, The battalion policy stresses evacuation
of KHA at the earliest possible opportun:'!.ty.

o: Awards arxl decorations:

DATE 88 SM BS"WrM BS ACMYWW* ACM VNCG
April 1968 1 5 5 53

May 1968

0 2

1 19 1Is 8 11 20
June 1968 O 0

1

O
0 0 0 ! y)
Total: 1 2L 20 10 16 23

d. ~Problems encountersd in change of command from lst Cav Div,
to jth Inf Div te 173d ibn Bde,

(1) The Bn finance records had to be converted from the CAMP
(IBM) System which pays on the 15th of the month, to the mamal
syatem which pays at the end of each month,

(2) Theré was a shift in emphasis concerning awards and de-
corations, The required tailoring of the awards program was
compensated for however by better control and a more respon-

aive aystem,

(3) Persommel actions which were initiated with the 1st Cav.

had to be resubmitted andprocessed through the 173d Abn Bde,,

There wes an appreciable delay in processing correspondence in this
ared due to the prolonged administration affiliation withihd lst
Cav, for all other purposes,

(4) Mail: Dwring the change of command from the lst Cav, Div,
to the 4th Inf, Div, t& the 173d Abn Bde, the AFO for this
unit wert from 96490 to 96355 to 96250, These changes occured
within a 8ix week period and the resulting mail serwice was
very paor. The mijority of the Bnls mail was sent either teo
Da Nang or Pleiku,

10



e, The following changes were brought about by the adoption of MFOE
7446 G ard MIOE 7-47 G, effective 1 June 68,

{1) Organizational changes

O1b

TOE 7—46 G _7-1;7 G

HQ - s-1 2,3,h

Bn Support FPlt

Transportation Section

HQ Mess Teams

4 Company Mess Teams

Bn Maintenance Flt

Bn Medical Pt -

Aid Station Section .. .
- Mech Rifle Compmv

'B - Mech Rifle C i

C - Mech Rifle Company

D - Provisional Mech Rifle Co

_ (2) Persommel changes

01D

HY) 323 ~19 -2
A 186 -~ 6
B 18 - ¢
C 186 ~ 6

Total: 88l -~ 37 = 2

NEW

MICE 7-46 G = 7-47 G

HQ - 5-1,2,3,4
Radar Section

4,2 Mortar Section
Scout Section
Flame Pt

Commo Plt

A = Mech Rifle Company
B - Mech Rifle Company
- C ~ Mech Rifle Company

D - Service Company
Bn Maintenance Section
Support Plt
Transportation Section
HD Mess Teams
4 Company Mess Teams
Bn Medjcal Pit

il

=}
oW >0

17 ~17
182 ~ 6
182 - 6
182 - 6
U2 ~ 5«2

Total: 865 ~ 40 - 2
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£, Infusion: The infusion mrogram desi d to alleviate the
August Deros Hump mroblem of the 1st Bnl?ﬁeech) 50th Inf, was
completed on 31 May 1968, The Bn has satisfied the USARV reg-
ulation cofcerning the Deros Hump period of newly arrived units
in Vietnam,

8, Replacements: Currently our Teplacements are being received from
IFFV, However, there has abparemntly been mo decision made re-
garding the location of records and/or persomnel st IFFV head—
quarters, As the situation exists, it is a time ‘consuming process
obtaining orders and ammendment orders from IFFV,

IOGISTICS

3+ logistical operations for the period 1 April through 30

Jure were highlighted by the establishment of mrocedures

wherein the battalion requisitioned equipment directly from

the 58th Field Depot in Qui Mhon, This Frocedure enzbled the
batt~lion to have a consistent supply support activity, That

is, future changes in éperational headquarters will not dis-

rupt supply activities, In the area of supply, the only ser-

ious froblem area was in the field of Command Controlled major
items, As of 30 Jure the organization was short the following
items of equipment; 3ea - X1I3A1'&, 2ca MI125A1 Mortar Carriers s Lea
M13241 Flame-Carrier; 10 ea M=79 Grenade Launchers, -7 ea M2 50 cal
Hochine Guns, 1 ea 4,2" Mortars, 30 ea PRC25 Radios, 4 ea VRCAS Ra-
dios, 10 ea VRCL7 Radios amd 7 ea VEC53 Radios, A critical item
is the mine detector. Currently the battalion is short two of the
four authorized, which greatly hinders mounted operations.

b, Transportation presented no serious mroblem areas during the
rerorting period. Some changes in methods of operation were
brought about by a decrease in available Air Transportation, but
this caused no serious hardship, FOB positions for the companies
in the field many times hod to be located close to a goéd access
road so resupply could be brought in by wheeled vehicle, The trans-
Portation capability of the battalion to support combat operations
has been greatly increased as a result of the USARPAC MTOE 7-47G,
This modification euthorized the battalion 8 ea M548 tracksd cargo
vehicles, These vehicles, when received, will enable the Bn Tians-
Portation section to deliver supplies to the companies in any lo-
cation the M113 can go irnto,

¢, The area of Maintenance comtinued to be much the same as the
previous reporting pefiod, Repair parts were still not available in
sufficient quantities, The battalion's average on PLL percentage
filled was 68%. As in past months, the mrimary way the combat vehi-
eles of this battalion were kept operational was through the use of a
very effective controlled camnibalization progranm,

»
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d, The period Amril~June 1968 saw a major improvement in the medi~
¢zl treatment facilities available within the battalion through the
attachment of a dentist from the 518th Medical Comapeny. Having
dental facilities available on the IZ has greatly reduced the mam~
ber of persomel evacuated to rear areas, thereby making for more
efficient manpower utilization, Also important in the medical

area was the development of the Bn Medical Platoon into small scale
clearing company, This change was brought about by circumstances
wherein the nearest c¢learing hospital is 25 miles from our loca.tinn.
The battalion clearing station has proven its capebilities in several
mass casualty situations,

CIVIC /CTION AND PSYCHOILOGICAL OPERATIONS

a. This battalion maintains a civilian Medcap center for the use of
all Vietnamese civilians, The aid station is located on highway 1
inside 12 Uplift perimeter. It is open seven days a week and dur-
ing the last quarter, it treated appwox:.mat.ely 4000 Vietnamese -
Natmna.ls.

b. Just recently, this battalion has undertzken the project of spon-
soring the village of Van Truong. Phu My District Headquarters feels
this is the village in the area adjecenmt to IZ Uplift most sus-
ceptible to the RD Program,

¢,” In the last quarter, this batialion distributed apmroximately
70,000 leaflets and posters with a Chieu Hoi ard Voluntary In-
formant Program theme, Ieaflets have also been distributed ad-
vertising the Medcap center,

®
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SzCTION II

‘-.I“:J . > 3 - -
Iten: Riye tontyol’and fire discipline

Discussion: It has been noted that during contact, vhen all weajons on
ACAV APC's are firing, it is extremely difficult to accurately fix the
enemy fires, In spite of the tremendous load carrying capabilities of the
APC, units must enforce rigid fire discipline to avoid the wnroblems ass-
oclated with resupply during contact.

Oservetion: - Troops end junior leaders should be mace aware of the re-
quirement to control fires and exercise fire discipline vlien conducting
recon by fire, .

Mines
Item: Increased Enemy Mining Activities

Discussion: Enery mining activities have increzsed in this area of oper-
ations, causing an increase in casnalties and damage to ecuimment.,
Both anti.personnel and anti-tank nines are being used, lost mines
that this unit has encountered have either been constructed of metal
or had uetal compunents somevhere in the detonatiin mechanism, leav-
ing them vulnerable tu detection equipment. Some of these nines could
have been detectéd if the detoction Oquipiient x5 availahld and ib-
was being properly emploved.

Observation: This battaliondoes not have sufficient mine detecting equip~

ment to supply all units at all tires. The detection equipment should
be attached to the units that will be operating in areas known to be
extensively mined,

Lnce the detection eguimment has been attachod to a unit, the unit
eorr-ander must insure that the equipment is nroperly ennloyed, Farte
ienlar caution shuld be used vhen terrszin channelizes movenent through
an ares to one oi- two routes of advance,

Security
Iten: Security at a halt

Discussion: ‘henever a unit stops moving, regardless of how long it in-

encs to stop, measures must be taken to insure the maximm security of
the unit. If the unit is going to be stopned for an extended period of
time, it should send out clearing patrols vver the entire area. Once

the Batrols are returned to the area, loesl security should be placed
arowx! the perimeter, .

Doservationt The element leaders muist be awere of the necessity of

]# .
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proper security while moving and vhenever the element stops. The =
element leader must decide, after a personal inspection of the ares,
how many snd of vhat size security elements are necessary to »rovide
maximm security for his unit,

hodevac
Item: iedevac requests

Discussion: In order to insure that his olements receive the best
possible results vhen utilizing a DUST(FF, the commander mist make a
complote report when calling in his roquest, This report must include:
(1) Exact location of reguested pickup
EZ Number of personnel to be evacuated.
3) Nature of injury/illness
(4) Special request for equipment.
(a) Blood (including type)
(b) Doctor (if nocessary). _
~ {c) Side sling if PZ not available.
(5) PZ red or green

Observation: All leaders doun to and including the Scuad Leader should
be thoroughly familiar with the procedures for calling in a Medevac re-
quest. This will facilitate speedy and efficient Medevac resnonses and
insure the best possible medical attention for casualties.

Fire Support
Item: Use of fire support

Discussion: Maximum use of fire support to include organie, supporting
Zrtillery, and air support should be made constantly, :

"menders nust decide on the type of support that is actually
needed and vhich supnort will best help the unit fulfill 3ts mission.
The cormander must remember that whon alternsting airstrikes, ARA, and
artillery there will be a 1ull in the fire support, If the unit neeods
continuous support with no break in the fires, artillery should be em-
Ployedo -
Observation: Leaders must be aware of the characteristies of all of the
support available to him, Based on his knowledge of those character
1stics he must decide what support he wants to employ and in vhat manner
he vants the supporting fires employed. Careful consideration should
be made of the results desired from the supporting elements prior to
making the decision.

Gunship Adjustment
Item: Adjustment of Zumship fire
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Discussion: Adjustment of gunship fire by ground troops has been too
timo consuming because adjustment of the fire has not been specific
enough. The delay in bringing effective suppresive and destruction
fire on enemy positions affords him a distinet advantage, This can be
denied by marking the adjusters® position with smoke and then by giving
& direction (N,E,S.W) and distance in meters, nature of target, and loc-
ation of friendly forces so that ranid, effective fire can be brought
onto the target,

Ooservation: leaders mist be aware of advantages to be had over the
enemy by the ability to quickly and accurately adjust smship fires,

Item: Security vhile moving

Discussion: Mounted or dismounted units must al-ays have security eleow
monts on the flanks while in movement, Flank eleueonts should be kept
woll aumy from the main body of the unit, In areas vhere there are
tall hedgerows, stream bods, or any other terrain feautures that could
afford the enemy cover or concealment, the flank element mast slow their
movement to thoroughly search the arca. The comaard§ must adjust the
speed of the unit to the speed the #lank eloment can move while pro-
viding maximm security,

A point element should be placed well ahead of the unit while move
ing. The distance will vary with the terrain and the situation at
the timeo

A stay behind force may also be used to detoet and engage enemy
personnel trying to follow the unit,

Obsorvation: Unit commanders must make the unit's junior leaders awere

of the importance of maintaining maximm sgeurity while moving, The
cormancer can never sacrifice socurity for time or distande,
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