Richard Lewis Belinge

”A” Company, 1st Platoon, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry
PFC, E3, US55987673, MOS 11B10
Home of Record: Springfield, MO
Date of Birth: August 31, 1945, Age at time of loss: 22, Single
4th Infantry Division, Binh Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam
Start of Tour: December 21,1967, Date of Casualty: March 26, 1968, Days in Country: 96
Casualty Type A1, OED, Panel 46E - Row 029
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Private First Class Richard Belinge was killed along with
Charles Moomey and Jim Stolinski when the Armored
Personnel Carrier (APC) they occupied, riding point, hit
a large mine. Several other members of the 1st Platoon
were injured in the blast as well, including Bob
Wuestenberg, who described the event for our files. He
relates: “I recall moving in the sand along a tree-lined
bank to our left. Stolinski asked if he could drive the
APC…and he and the driver switched. Stolinski
maneuvered the APC into a left hand turn to climb the
bank and hit the mine”.

A map of the location of the incident (CR042729) is
shown below:
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Richard Belinge is buried at Springfield National Cemetery,
1702 East Seminole Street, Springfield, MO.
Section 34, Site 1064

RICHARD BELINGE’S AWARDS AND DECORATIONS

Combat Infantry Badge

HQ 173rd Airborne Brigade (Separate)
General Orders number 1052

18 April 1968

For distinguishing himself by outstanding meritorious service in connection with ground operations against a
hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam during the period from December 1967 to May 1968. Through his untiring
efforts and professional ability, he consistently obtained outstanding results. He was quick to grasp the
implications of new problems with which he was faced as a result of the ever-changing situations inherent in the
counterinsurgency operation and to find ways and means to solve those problems. The energetic application of
this extensive knowledge has materially contributed to the efforts of the United States mission to the Republic of
Vietnam to assist that country in ridding itself of the communist threat to its freedom. His initiative, zeal, sound
judgment and devotion to duty have been in the highest tradition of the United States Army and reflect great credit
on him and on the military service.
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