Roy Nathaniel Givens
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th

2nd Platoon, “C” Company, 1 Battalion (Mechanized), 50 Infantry
th
rd
While OPCON to either the 1st or the 4 Battalion (Airborne), 503 Infantry
Specialist 4th Class, E4, Posthumous Promotion to SGT, RA67383723, MOS 11B20
Home of Record: Newport News, VA
Date of Birth: January 21, 1949, Age at time of loss: 20, Single
173rd Airborne Brigade (Separate), Binh Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam
Start of Tour: November 13, 1968, Date of Casualty: July 29, 1969, Days in Country: 259
Non-Hostile Ground Casualty – “Other” Accident, Panel 20W - Row 070
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Roy Givens was killed in an accidental Hand Grenade
explosion South of Bong Son in Binh Dinh Province.
The 2nd Platoon, while under the operational control of
the 2nd Battalion of the 503 Infantry, 173rd Airborne
Brigade, had been receiving sniper fire from a native
"Hooch" area North of their bridge security position
each night. During daylight hours, friendly civilians sold
sodas & beer from the same hooch area. Former 2/503
Officer, Bob Getz, related that he suggested that an
ambush patrol be set to intercept the enemy snipers as
they entered the hooch area at night. While preparing
for the patrol, SP4 Henry Rhodes was demonstrating a
new type of hand grenade which was supposed to have
an extra safety feature which would allow you to return
a pulled pin into the grenade. The grenade exploded killing Givens and wounding
several others.
A map of the location of the Incident in Binh Dinh Province is shown below:
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Roy Givens is buried at Hampton National Cemetery, Cemetery Road at Marshall Avenue, Hampton, VA
23667, Plot: Section GP, Sire 420 (Cemetery Photo Below):

Roy Given’s Awards and Decorations:

Combat Infantry Badge

General Orders

HQ 173rd Airborne Brigade (Separate)

Sergeant Roy Givens distinguished himself by outstanding meritorious service in connection with ground
operations against a hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam during the period from November 1968 to July
1969. Through his untiring efforts and professional ability, he consistently obtained outstanding results. He
was quick to grasp the implications of new problems with which he was faced as a result of the ever-changing
situations inherent in the counterinsurgency operation and to find ways and means to solve those problems.
The energetic application of this extensive knowledge has materially contributed to the efforts of the United
States mission to the Republic of Vietnam to assist that country in ridding itself of the communist threat to its
freedom. Sergeant Givens's initiative, zeal, sound judgment and devotion to duty were in the highest tradition of
the United States Army and reflected great credit on him and on the military service.
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